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Sir Jobn xlr, Barone. 
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5 5 S your kind Acceptance of my former 
wi 


tion and auſpicious Improvements ſince your 
Peruſal of that have (I doubt not) well diſpo- 


s 


equal Candor, but with the more diſtinguiſh- 


ing Tafte of a maturer Judgment. And rho? 


the Counſel here given be not nicely prepa- 


red for delicate Palates, that can reliſh nothing 
of this nature, unleſs compoſed with the ele- 
gant, Seaſoning of ſome ingenious Dialogue, 


or witty Poem, or diyerting Romance, that 
may have a Tincture of Sport and Facetiouf- 
neſs, to ſuit the Humour of the Age we live 


4 
» . 


in, yet tis hoped it will meet with ſome 


Readers beſides your ſelf whom neither the 


Briskneſs of Youth, nor the Splendor and Af. 
fluence of worldly Proſperity, has rendred 
wholly averſe to ſuch plain and faithful Moni- 


tions as are of great Importance to their pre- 
Serious 


Book has encouraged me to preſent you 
the Second, ſo your Academical Educa- | 


ſed 72 for reading th, not only with an 
a 


„5 8 


of Gallantry anc on 
and ſo tenderly indulged. But as there is a 
Time to be allowed for the innocent Pleaſures 
of Mirth and Diverſion, ſo the Hours that are 
employ'd in the more ſtudious Contemplation 
of Wiſdom and Virtue, are naturally produ- 


Qive of that ſort of Pleaſure which is above all 


other the moſt ſolid, ſatisfactory, and durable. 


Of this, Sir, your own delightful Experience 


may give you a Proof. Of this every knowing 


and unprejudic'd Perſon is fo far ſenſible, that 


he cannot eaſily diſlike a ſincere and impartial 
Repreſentation of the true State of Things, eſ- 
ecially where there are great Dangers and 


Difficulties to be avoided or conquered, great 


Advantages to be improved, and immenſe Re- 
wards to be won or loſt, all which require Care 
and Conduct, Courage and Induftry, and will 
never be ſlighted or ſupinely neglected by ſaga- 
cious, noble, and generous Minds. Wy 


If you ſhall be pleaſed to reflect a little on the 
laborious and hazardous Atchievments of anci- 


ent Heroes re-orded in Hiſtory when they have 


only aim'd at Secular Glory, or on thoſe of our 
own Times nearer in view; if you recollect 
with what Sweat and Toi, with how many 
perilous Expeditions and Fatigues of Camps, 
with what ſharp and bloody Conflicts many 

Th Young 


iv DEDICATION. 


Serious Truths ſeriouſly delivered are not 
indeed very agreeable to the reigning Genius 


and Pleaſure, ſo much in faſhion, 


. " 
* * * 1 5 N 4 
. * ; 


late Years eagerly purſued: Military Fame, and 
ſuch Temporary Felicities, as the Favour. of 


their Prince, and the Applauſe of their Coun- 


try, you will certainly be willing to take ſome 
Pains, and uſe the ſerious Application of your 
Powers and Faculties for overcoming more for- 
midable, becauſe Spiritual Enemies, for procu- 
ring the Favour of Almighty God, and obtain- 


in 5 4 far more exceeding and eternal Weight af 
Glor 


. We may remember, that neither the 
Heat of Spain, nor the Cold of Germany, nor 
the ill Temperature of any foreign Climate, 
nor the Scarcity of Proviſions, nor the Strength 
of the Enemy, nor the Face of any: Danger, 


could rebate the Courage of our brave Captains, 


after it was once inflam'd by the Eſteem the 


had of the Merit and Diſtinctions of the Field, 


and their Ambition to augment the Luſtre of 
their honourable Profeſſion, tho? when it riſes 
higheſt and ſhines brighteſt *tis but ſublunary 
and fading. Why then ſhould any Difficulties, 
Trials, or Dangers, ſince to Divine Grace none 
of them are inſuperable, diſcourage any Chriſti- 
ans, of what Rank or Quality ſoever, from 


fighting under the Banner of their Lord and 


Saviour, who will confer infinitely better Re- 
wards on all his faithful Soldiers and Servants. 


In this greateſ and higheſt Warfare there are 


many illuſtrious Examples of renowned Wor- 
thies that have triumphantly march'd before 


you, ſome of which the Second Chapter of this 


6 
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' Young Gentlemen of our own Nation have of 
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vi DEDICATION. 
Eſſay offers to your Conſideration. - God grant 
you may conſtantly and unweariedly follow the 
noble Patterns they have ſet you, until you 
your ſelf, as well as they, ſhall give a bright Ex- 
ample to a degenerate Age, and render your 
ſelf as eminently conſpicuous in reſiſting and 
conquering all that is oppoſite to Piety and 
Virtue as any of them ever were. Theſe are 
the Hopes, Wiſhes, and Prayers of him who 
is with all Refpet,  _ 


$1.3: 


5 Your moſt faithful, and 


in all Chriſtian Offices 


humbly devoted Servant, 
5 | | Ns 1 | NN ; 
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© ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tr former Book, unto which 'this refers, was publiſh 
ed with this Title, Touth's Grand Contern : Or, Advice 
v0 Young _ how to begin betimes to be wiſe, and good, 
and happy. The firſt Edition of which being ſold; rk. is 
now in the mow a Second Edition thereof, almoſt ready to 

n Printe for John e at vhe Roſe in Se. raur⸗ 
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To THE 


Yong GENTRY, e. 


r * _ 8 


The ene 


H ER E is no great need of inſtructing 
1 Young Gentlemen and Ladies what A{- 
cendant they have over their Inferiors by Pri- 
vileges of Birth, Titles of Honour, Prec ency, 
Riches, and the like external Advan 5 
diſtinguiſh them from meaner Peop 
things for the moſt part they ſoon er 
and ſufficiently value. But with a tender Re- 
gard to their Souls, as well as with all Defer- 
ence to their Quality, I beg Leave to remind 
them of a far more important Diſtinction a- 
mongſt themſelves than the fore · mentioned be- 
tween them and others, viz. That thoſe of 
| them alone are truly noble and honourable to 
whom Honour is due upon a higher Account 
and in whom it is made durable and immort 


” the Addition of a ſalid intrinſick Goodneſs 
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i The Introdution,  - | 
_ .  t0..the ſuperficial and vaniſhing Splendor .of 
_ optward,Greatgaeſs. .. Such of them ſhall be re- 
nowned while they live, and carry Honour 
and Felicity: with them into another World, 
; where they ſhall for ever enjoy the utmoſt Con- 
ſummation theredf in the Perfection of Glory, 
While the reft,, who neither love nor chuſe 
what is really good, notwithſtanding all the 
83 Appearance of Earthly Pomp, ſhall 
be extinguiſhed with Ignominy, and forced to 
lie down at laſt in obſcure Darkneſs, inſupport- 


: — 


able Anguiſh, and eternal Confuſion: 
Ihe very Heathen Philoſophers, Hiſtorians, 
Poets, and Orators, do all agree, that Honour 
and Nobility: took its firſt Riſe from Virtue ; 
and fome of them are ſo ſevere as to maintain, 
© That Virtae is the only true Nobility, the only ſub- 
ſtantial lafting Honour, far above all the periſh- 
ing Shadows of it. Neither will they give any 
Man Leave to arrogate to himſelf the Merit of 
his Anceſtors, but plainly tell him, that unleſs 
die himſelf act worthily he diſhonours his noble 
Progenitors, diſgraces himſelf, and entails a 
8 Blemiſh on his Foterity. Is it not then great- 
I y to be lamented, that any Perſons. deſcend- 
18 ed from an ancient and iluftrious : 
ingenuouſly educated, and poſſeſſing fair E- 
ſtates, magnificent Houſes, and large Reve- 
nues, ſhoutd have no juli Senſe of Honour, 
nor take any Care that their Lives and Acti- 
zons anſwer the Nobility of their Extraction, 
And the Eminency. of their Rank and Station? 
Although their Titles and Efcocheons By 
* . 
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Perſons of Qua 
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adored G rince 
Country, and were famous in their Genefati- 


7 * if any of the Poſterity of ſuch Wol- 
ray” 
an atheiſtical and profane, or a lewd and diſ- 


ſolute, or a voluptuous and effeminate Life, 


will the Glory of their Anceſtors preſerve them, 
either from the Diſeſteem of Men, or the Re- 


proaches of their own Minds, or the Indigna- 


tion of Almighty God? _ | 
This ſort of Px EAC E, more honeſt than 
polite, may perhaps ſeem not very proper to 
conciliate the = Opinion of ſome Young 
t Quality, who are every Day en- 
tertained with Applauſes and Panegyricks, 
Complements and Careſſes. But I would hum- 


bly beſeech them to conſider with themſelves _/_ 
who is the Man that does them the moſt 
faithful Service. Is he the treacherous Flat- 


terer, who intoxicates and deftroys them with 


his luſcious Poyſon ? Or is he not rather the 
fincere Monitor, who by plain Advice opens 
_ their Eyes, 
R 


< 


that they may ſee and avoid theit 


2 Early Piety, which I have recommended 
in a former Book as the Grand Concern of Touth 


in general, is as much the Concern of the 


Young Nobility and Geatry in particular as 


of any others. The Supreme Father and Lord 


of the Univerſe has ſed to all ſorts of 


Perſons, whether high or low, rich or Pen, 


The Introduction. wk 
ſhew that their Anceſtors had Piety and Vir- - 
tue, om .f and Magnanimity; that they 

d, obeyed their Prince, ſerved their. 


erſons ſhall ſo far degenerate as to lead 


N f 8 * * N * E 
— einm) ggèr . ĩ af Wu... 
25 * 2 TIPS p V _ . 7 4 * = 5 2 
bh — 2 7 =. 4 I 75 7 - = 
IE” - 59 — | 1 . E 1 
Ms "by 
D $ bp i 1 f 1 
* nd * d — 
4 9 + - 
. 3 * of 
* 
| TY 
pp. 4 N * 
7 7 * % 
* 8 
# 4 . 5 
* * : 7 
* : 
F — 1 
xi» 


the. 7 TR 1 abe Rules of Life, - fartie 


Terms and Conditions of obtaining his. Love 


and Favour here, and Eternal Salvation here- 
after, from the Performance of which there 
can be no Exemption or Diſpenſat ion for any 


one of us. The Sons and Daughters of No- 


bles, and the Children of Mechanicks and 
Peaſants, are under the ſame Obligation to 
conſecrate the Prime of their Days to the 
Author of their Being. If there be any Dif- 


ference, thoſe that are born to Wealth and 
Honour are upon that very Account ſo much 
the more obliged to be mindful of God, and 


their Duty to Him, by how much a larger 
Share of the Divine Beneficence has been im- 
parted to them. The Arguments therefore 
ur are uſed in the fore- mentioned Book 

perſuade: Young People, without Delay, 


» | a themſelves in their tender Years to 


the Remembrance, of their Creator, and the 


Care of their Souls, m ay be as needful to be 
e 


conſidered by the 'nob and honourable as 
by the 1 Readers. And the 3 
Cautions, Exhortations and Directions there 
ven, being uſetul and pertinent to be 1 
before them, as well as any that are of an 
inferior Rank, ſome of them I know have 
afforded them their ferious Peruſal. But yet 


for the further and more particular Inſtryti- 


on of thoſe among them who ſhall be plea- 
fed to read what is here offered 1 d 
with Gou's Help. to ener, 
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The Introduction. Xv 
LY. he Difficulties and Temptations to 
Which in their State and Condition of Life 
they are uſually expoſed more than others. 


II. The Poſſibility of overcoming thoſe Dif- 
_ ficulties, , and obtaining a glorious Victory 


over all thoſe Temptations. , | 


III. The Means by which (if rightly uſed) 
they may be, not only poſſibly or probably 
but moſt certainly overcome. | 


er IV. The Advantages which thoſe that are in 
Ms the upper 150 of the World enjoy above 
Ire others, and the way to make an early and 
ok happy Improvement of them. 1 
— 1 attempting to give Advice to Perſons 
he whoſe Birth or Fortunes have placed them a- 
be bove the reſt of Mankind, may perhaps be 
as look'd upon by ſome as a confident. Undertak- 
ls, || ing. But I have not adventured upon it with- 
gi- out imploring his Leave and Aſſiſtance who is 
1d || infinitely higher than the higheſt upon Earth, 
an by whole Bleſſing, if theſe my well meant En- 
ve deavours ſhall do any good, (as I hope the 
yet will) tho? it be but to a few, 1 ſhall not be muc 


Ti- concern'd for the Cenſure of others 

0 Gratitude alſo, as well as Hope of Succeſs, 
has excited me to make this Eſſay. For having 
in my younger Time been Domeſtick Chaplain 


I | firſt to a Knight, then to a Baronet, who was 
he 4 > £ | | "2 : +>" 
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ri The Introduction. 
the only 8 of a Peer and Privy- Counſellor, 
EEE and afterwards for feveral Years to another Ba- 

f ronet,all which were of conſiderable Eminen- 
90 for their Piety and Virtue as well as their 


Honour and Eſtates, and having by this means 
had the Opportunity of receiving many Fa- 


; i me deſirous to do ſome Service, if IT can, to the 

. of thoſe by whom I have been ſo much 
ige ny 

Thave no more to add by way of Preface, 


- Written I met with that pleaſant and pious 
, A Gentleman inſtructed in the Conduct of 4 
22 and happy Life, at the firſt Sight of 
Which I had ſome Thoughts of not faferin 

my own to appear in publick. But after I ha 

* obſerved how much they differed from each 
other in Matter, Method, and Stile, I was of 


=. aims at. God grant that by his benign Influ- 
\ 1 2 ence the one as well as the other "wid be ate 
ul 0 As 12 bs. neg with the moſt defirable Be. | 


8 5 P- 21. 1. 10. blot out chat, p. 22. I. 29. blot out of: 
[| . 8 : 747 1. 29. r. I. nurture. p. 40. I. 27. r. 4 wel as bu. 
9. L 22. r. will be a laſting; p. 98. I. 6. r. thoſe. p 104. 
r. in my former Book. p. 114. I. 12. r. faltering, 


no. 35. k, he, 


-vours, both from themſelves and from their 
"noble and honourable Relations, this has made 


but only to let the Reader underſtand, that 
When T had almoſt finiſhed what T have here 


"Bow that mine alſo might be of uſe towards 
e the ſame good Deſign which that 


* 9. he pa ws" 48 pe 16. l. 152. 1. of 8 


Ks 1 7 r. my former Book, p. 15 174. . EA,. | 
P A R- 


and all the variable Weather of an uncertain World. 
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Of ebe Difficulties and Temptations to which tl 
. Toung Gentry may be expos'd more than others. — 


9 


Ealth and Honour ate great Theatres 
for the Exerciſe and Tryal of Human 
IVV Life,.to ſhew what Temper a Perſon 
Vis of: And tho” they are earneſtly 
deſir'd, and veheniently purſu'd, and may with good 
Conduct be excellently employ'd, yet the early poſ- 
ſeſſion of them in the rawueſs of younger Years, ge- 
w_ proves an impediment to early Piety, where 
ue Precautions are not obſerved; '*Tis no eaſy 
thing to command and manage a high riſing and- 
flowing Fortune. The fuller our Sails are, and the 
wider they ſpread, . the more hazardous will our 
Voyage be, through the bluſtering Winds and Storms,” 
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2 Particular Advice to 1 
The Splendor of Digaity, and the Affluence of Pro- 


. 
ſperity, do indeed Smile upon us, and ſeem to look ( 
very pleafantly; but alas, their glittering Allurements, 
intoxicating Delicacies, and treacherous Inchantments, 6 
are very apt to dazle the Eyes of the Mind; corrupt t 
the judgment; captivate the Affections, effeminate the 5 
Spirit, and weaken good Reſolution. I hus they draw 7 
Men aſide from the regular and ſteady courſe of Wiſ- v 
dom and Virtue, unleſs there be a diligent Circum- F 
ſpection to avoid their Sares. 7 

This is a Mattef which ought to be truly and faith- I 

fully repreſented to Young Perſons of Quality and p 
Eſtate, not to diſcourage and diſhhearten them from 0 
attempting that which is of abſolute Neceſſity towards 0 
their preſent and eternal Happineſs; but by ſhewing gi 
them the Difficulties which thoſe of their Rank may co 
meet with in a Holy and Religious Life, to arm them th 
againſt the Aſſaults of ſtrong Temptations, to prepare of 
them for the nobleſt Conflicts, and to animate them un 
againſt all their Spiritual Enemies: Over whom by the mt 
Divine Grace and Affiſtance, they ſhall certainly ob- lei 
tain a glorious Victory, if they Strive Sincerely, Fight Pl, 

_ Manfully, and perſevere in this Chriſtian Warfare; as Fi. 
I Hall afterwards more fully ſhew. _ © Way Oil 
lt has been an old Queſtion, Whether a Rich, Ho- eat 
nourable, and Preſperous, or a Poor and Mean Condition, the 

be moſt expoſed to Dangers and Temptations ? And cer- Wh 
tain it is, that both the one, and the other, have Per- But 

ils and Difficulties enough. Upon which account, a wa⸗ 
middle State between the two Extreams, ſeems moſt 60 
deſirable; according to the Prayer of Agur, who beg- Sat: 

- ged that he might have no more than a competent E 
-Livelyhood, leſt Superfluity ſhould tempt him to Car- of | 

nal Confidence, Profaneneſs, and Irreligion ; or Penu- vert 
ry and Want, draw him to Theft and Perjury. Give extr 
me, lays he, neither Poverty nor Riches; feed me with Apr 


Food convenient for me; leſt I be full and deny thee, and ſay and 
Who ts the Lord; Or leſt I be Poor and Steal, and take narr 
the Name of my God in vain, Prov. 30. 8, 9. The ** is W 
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Chap. 1. the Yang GENT RTI. 
Man, that is put to his Shifts in his ſtrait and indigenc 

Condition, though he be honeſtly inclia'd, will find it 
no eaſy thing to continue Juſt and True, when he has 
an inviting Opportunity, Firſt, To ſupply his Wants 
by Fraud and Rapine; and then to defend his Title to 


bis Stolen Goods by a falſe Oath. He will alſo be 
prone to harbour a malevolent Envy towards thoſe 
whom he dares not Injure. But.the Temptations of the 
Rich and Great, are more numerous and conſiderable, 


The abundance of their Wealth and Honour frequetit- 
ly begets Pride, vain Confidence, Imperiouſneſs, Op- 
preſſion, Idleneſs, Luxury, Senſuality, Forgetfulneſs 
of God, Contempt of Men. They that ſwim in a Sea 
of Plenty, flowing with all the Enjoyments that the 

greateſt Store and: variety of Creatures can afford, are 
commonly ſo taken up in the Fruition of them, that 


they have hardly room left for any ſerious Thoughts 


of the Almighty Creator: And though it be a ſtrange 
vanatural Conſequence, it is often ſeen, that by the 
multicude of the Benefits, the Benefactor becomes the 


leſs Regarded. God made Jeſhurun to ride upon the high 


Places of the Earth, that he might eat the increaſe of the 
Fields: He made him to ſuck Honey out of the Rock, and 
Oil ont of the flinty Rock. He gave him Butter of Kine td 


eat, and Milk of Sheep, with Fat of Lambs, and Rams of 


the Breed of Baſhan, and Goars, with the fat of Kidneys of 
Wheat, and the. pure Blood of the Grape for his Drink: 
But when Jeſhurun waxed Far, be kicked, and when be 
was groin thick and covered with Fatneſs, then he forſook 


' God which made him, and lightly eſteemed the Roth of his 


Salvation, Deut. 32. 13, 14, 15. | 
Both Ancient and Modern Inquirers into the Errors 
of Mankind, have obſerv'd, that many of the ungo- 
vernable Paſſions and Sallies of Youth; many of thoſe 
extravagant Capriees, wild Fancies, and unreaſonable 
Appetites, which infeſt that Seaſon of Life, Wither 
and Periſh in the Embrio, where they are check'd by a 
narrow Fortune, and a mean Eſtate : But where there 


is Wealth to enliven them, that commonly . Hatches 


B 3 a and 
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4 Particular Advice o | 
and Fledges the unhappy Brood. Thoſe Projects of 
Pleaſure and Luſt; Ambition and Vanity, fooliſh A- 
mours, and uncontrollable Liberties;-which are too of- 
ten the Objects and Entertainments of young Minds, 
are apt to ſtart out and flouriſh in the Sun-ſhine of 
Earthly Grandeur and Proſperity, and will carry on a 
Perſon in theſe Circumſtances, unleſs he reſolutely ſup- 
preſſes them, to higher degrees of Sin than can ordina- 
rily be practis'd, by thoſe in a meaner and obſcurer 
State. Das tes 115% 5: N 
The poor Labouring People are kept from the Ex- 
ceſſes and Irregulirities of a licentious and diſorderly. 
Life, by the emptineſs of their Pur ſes, the ſmallneſs of 
their Stores, and the neceſſities of their Condition. 
They are daily exerciſed under à ſort of good Diſci- 
pline both of Mind and Body, by the Care they are 
forc'd to take, and the Pains they maſt undergo to get 
a Lively hood, which makes them ordinarily more Hum- 


* 


Sa. De See we . 


ble in their Behaviour, and more ſpar ing and moderate al 
in the gratification of their Appetites. But it is a Work L 
of conſiderable dijhculcy: for a Rich Man, eſpecially for M 
a Rich Voung Heir, to lay a juſt: reſtraint upon his ſn 
Deſires, and contain himſelf within the Bounds of a th 
Regular and Vertuous bife. His Paſſions are raiſed by th 
the warm Blood and Spirits within him, and the abun- GG 
dance of his External Goods affords him the means of WI 
obtaining almoſt every thing that he hath a mind to, of 
or that can any way pleaſe. his Humour or Fancy. And tel 
when it is thus in his Power to command all the De- gr 
lights of Human Life, and all the Enjoyments both Thi 
Lawful and Unlawful, that this World can afford; in lit. 
the midſt of ſo many and various diverting Objects, and Cc 
in the full Tide of his Youthful Inclinations, as it will po 
be hard ſor him to raiſe in himſelf any great Deſire, or bu 
ſo much as hearty Willingneſs to exchange his Earthly the 
Paradiſe for the Heaven above, ſo he will not eaſily dr: 
diſcern the Uſe and neceility of thoſe Graces and Vir- the 


that high the 


"> eabethet qualify him to be an Inhabitant of 
. ee 0; 1.900088 ff i 
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they pervert the 
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the Young GEN TRY. i x 
and holy Place. How many-are there both Young: 


and Old, that have little or no Senſe of their need- 


ing the ſupport of Faith, or the belief of another 
World, while they are more than well enough con- 
tent with the large Portion they have in this? Such 
Perſons ſeldom ſee the uſe of dependence upon God, 
and daily imploring his Bleſſing and Protection ; but 
they make their Wealth their ſtrong City and as 4 high: 
Wall in their own conceify Prov. 18. 11. As if their 
Station were ſuch, that they could defy the common 


Events of Providence to reduce them to a mean Con- 


dition. And when they thus 7ru# in their Wealth, 
and boaſt themſelves in the multitude of their Riches ; as 
the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, their inward thought is, that their 
Houſes ſhall continue for ever, and their Dwelling-places 
to all Generations, Pſal. 49. 6, 1 W 
I confeſs indeed Riches are really God's Bleſſing, 

and if rightly employ d, may adminiſter not only the 
Lawful Delights and Comforts of Nature, but the 
Means and Opportunities of eminent Virtue; as I 
ſhall afterwards ſhew. , This great World, with all 
the Parts and Creatures of which *tis Compos'd, and 
the Plenty and Pleaſures-it affords, has an inherent 
Goodneſs imparted to it in its Original Formation, 
whereby it may be uſeful to Man, both in the Support 


of himſelf, and the Service of God. There is no la= 


tent Contagion in the Nature of Thiags thatiare 4 
greeable and ee to our Faculties: Neither do 
iads of Men from any noxious Qua- 


lit ies of their own, but as they are corrupted by the 


Concupiſcence and vicious Affections of thoſe that 


poſſeſs them. The Poyſon is not in the Flower; 


but the odoriferous Vapour, is by, the malignity of 
the Spider, converted into Venom, while the Bee 


draws. Honey from it. * evident both from 


the Records of Hiſtory, and the viſible Inſtances of 


the preſent Age, that Holy and Virtuous Men have en- 
joy'd fair Eſtates, and all variety of Temporal'Bleſ- 
: B So ſings 


6 Particular Advice ta . 
ſings very innocently, and have become more Holy 
in themſelves, and more Beneficial to others hy ſuch 
Enjoyments. But yet let our Young Gentry remem- 


ber, that the managery of great Wealth is ſo nice 5 
and hazardous, that in very many it occaſionally pro- 4 
duces much Evil, and ſometimes becomes the moſt L 
miſchievous Inſtrument. of Sin; upon which account þ! 
our Saviour ſtiles it the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, h 
Luke 16.19. And daily Experience ſhews how hard cl 
it is for the Great and Rich not to pervert and abuſe A 
their Wealth ſome way or other; either by Arro- — 
gance and vain Glory, or by carnal Confidence, or by cl 
potent Injuſtice, or by Riot and Voluptuouſneſs, or C 
at leaſt by an undue complacency in their Poſſeſſions, d 
and an immoderate Affection for them _ 5 
There are four Things, which create Difficulties tl 
to all Perſons of what Rank ſoever, in embracing ang — 
practiſing Religion; and theſe are . * 
Ihe Depravity of corrupt Nature. | 2. 
The Power of evil Cuſtoms. fr | 2 
The Allurements of the World. | E 
The Temptations of Satan. n 
The two firſt of theſe are as great Obſtacles to the 1 
Young Gentry in their way to Heaven and Happineſs, E 
as they are to any orher ſort of People ; but the twa h 
laſt are greater. Fly og, HE L 
I. They come into the World with the ſame De- li 
pravity and Corruption of Nature, with which all the b 
_ reſt of Mankind are infected, and have the ſame In- 5 
diſpoſition from within towards Holineſs and Virtue, A 
which others have. Thoſe that are honoured for their V 
Birth, and Blood, and high Deſcent from Noble Pro- | 8 
genitors, are conceived and born in Sin, as well as the * 
meaneſt of Human Race, and have by Nature the like el 
Propenſions to Evil and averſeneſs to Good, and the ſame | 
hard Task to reſiſt and overcome thoſe innate Propen- F 
ſions and Averſions. Every Son and Daughter of fin- | b 


ful Adam, however dignified or diſtinguiſhed in out- n 
3 26,5 8 A 75 W f ward 


LY 


ward Reſpects, has a laborious and: painful Work 


within their own Souls, to oppoſe and withſtand, to 


mortify and deſtroy the corrupt Inclinatiens, with - 


Which their Natures are polluted: Whoever will be 
a Diſciple of Chriſt, muſt -c+ «cify the | Fleſh, with the 


Affectious and Luſts, and cut off the right Hands, and 


| plack out the right Eyes that offend. He muſt abandon 


his moſt beloved Sias, aud endeavour to ex it pate even 
thoſe Vices which are moſt Natural and Delightful. 
And as this is an-irkſom Employment, a kind of wa- 
ging War againſt our ſelves, ſo no Priviledge of Na- 
tural Birth, even where there is the higheſt Parentage, 
can either exempt any Chriſtian from engaging in this 
difficult Warfare, or make it become more eaſy to him. 
2. As for vicious Cuſtoms, tis certainly as hard for 
the Sons of Nobles to break them off, as *tis for the 
Children of Peaſants; and the particular Habits which 
many of them contract, make it harder. Thoſe that 
are born to great Eſtates, being many times bred up 
and indulged too long in Eaſe and Pleaſure, get ſuch 


Habits of Idleneſs and Voluptuouſneſs, that they will 


not take the pains to overcome their evil Inclinations. 
And they are the more ind iſpoſed to all Earneſtneſt of 
Endeavour in the Buſineſs of Religion, becauſe they 
have not been very much accuſtomed to Labour or 
Diligence about any Matter. There are few thus de- 
licately Educated, that will give themſelves the trou- 
ble to read a Book of Advice, or to hearken to any 
good Inſtruction; unleſs it be inſinuated with great 
Artifice, and ſurprizingly convey'd, in the agreeable 
Vehicle of ſome ingenious Apologue, or witty Poem. 
Such Perſons have hardly the Patience to conſider the 


moſt important and weighty Counſel, or any thing 
elſe that requires Thought and Attention. 


If we ſearch into the Reaſons, why ſome People of 
Faſhion are diſtinguiſh'd from their Inferiors, as much 
by their Vices, as by their Birth and Quality, we can- 
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them; 


Do 
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pal Abi, o 2: 1 
them; but we ſhall find the Cauſes thereof to be, for 
the moſt part, thoſe ill Cuſtoms of Sloth and Negli- 
80 nce, which grew upon them in their Youth, by be- 


ug over tenderly and ſoftly 1 up, and not ſuf- 
ficently inured to Diligence and Induſtry, to Appli- 
cation and Attention of Mind. For by à moſt prepo- 
ſerous Education, inſtead of being exerciſed in ſolid 
Reaſon, for the right apprehenſion of Things, and in- 
ſtructed in good Morals for the Government of their 
Lives, and true Religion for the ſaving of their Souls; 
The firſt Principles that are commonly taught them, 


are, how to pleaſe their Senſes, and pamper their Ap- 


petites; from whence one may eaſily gueſs, what ſort 


3." Tf we conſider the Allurements of the World, 


and where it is that they chiefly prevail, we may ſoon 
perceive, that the Perſons, who above others are 
moſt dangerouſly ' enticed by them, are thoſe whom 


the Men of the World do moſt flatter, and who 


. 


4 * 


dance. 


Tis the Unhappineſs of Young Gentlemen of good 
Eſtates, that they have commonly round about them 


many flattering Companions, dependents, and Ser- 


vänts, who wheedle and decoy them, by high Praiſes, 


and mean Compliances ; who applaud their Vices, as 
well as their Virtues, extolling whatever they: ſay or 
do, or at leaſt extenuating and excuſing what cannot 


with any Pretence be commended. 'Theſe go _ 
With all their Fancies, and entertain them with all 
ſorts of things, which may take off their Reliſh for 


what is Wiſe and Good, that they may ſerve their 


on Deſigns, upon the weakneſs of their Conduct, and 


the corruption of their Manners. The World is full 
of baſe mercenary Souls, who continually make their 
Court to the Rich and Opulent. The Wealthy. mug 


fer: 


of Habits and Cuſtoms, they are like to take ußß. 


eajoy the Things of the World in the greateſt abun - 


LS ,, 
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fer up to him their poyſonous Incenſe, make Panegy- 
ricks upon his very Blemiſhes, and Caprices, and en- 
deavour by Creeping and Colloguing, or any baſe Ar- 
tifices, to inſinuate into him, that they may participate 
of ſome of the Influences of his Plenty. Theſe ſervile 
Spirits will be cruelly obſequious to all the Humours 
and Luſts of their Voung Maſter, and the ready In- 
ſtruments of accompliſhing his moſt irregular Deſires. 
Tis their Intereſt to pleaſe a Per ſon, from whom they 
hope to receive Favours and Benefits; and that they 
may ingraciate themſelves, they repreſent the leaſt ſha- 
dow of any-good Quality appearing in him, as a moſt 
ſubſtantial. Virtue 3 and colour and conceal all the In- 
ſtances of bis Sin and Folly, under ſome ſpicious Name, 


or artificial Diſguiſe. If he be Proud, Inſolent, and 


Arrogant, they will call him Noble and Generous; 
if he be Covetous, he ſhall be ſtiled Frugal; if Prodi- 
gal, Magnificent. If he be Malicious and Revenge- 
ful, he ſhall be ſaid to be Wary and Cautious; if he 
be Raſh; Bold, and Daring, he ſhall be afſÞpanded for 
his Courage. Now, ſince all ſorts of Perſons; eſpeci- 


ally the Young, the Gay, and the Rich, are apt to che- 
riſh a good Opinion of themſelves, and love to be com- 
mended and Flattered, rather than ſeriouſly adviſed, 
how hard muſt it be for ſuch a one to correct any of 


his Faults, who is heartned, and encouraged in them 


all, by the ſoothing Careſſes, and fawning Praiſes, of 


thoſe falſe Friends, and diſſembling Paraſites, that con- 


tinually feed him with fair Words, and ſcruple not to 


excuſe and palliate the worſt of his Actions. 
Neither is his Danger leſs from the Things themſelves, 


for the ſake of which, his ſervile Flatterers do ſo much 
abuſe him; viz. The Riches, the Pleaſures, and the 


Honours of the World. * Theſe are the three great 


Baits by which the World Entices, Captivates, and | 
Deſtroys the Children of Men, and none more than the 


Sons of the Nobles. Some general Account of theſe 


dangerous Snares; as they often prove, has been 


_ already 
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- already given, and I ſhall now more diſtinctiy and par- | 


ticularly conſider each of them. 


Jo begin with the Firſt, The Danger arifiog from 


the deceitfulneſs of Riches, Of this we have a notable 
Inſtance in that Wealthy Young Man in the Goſpel, 
who with much ſeeming Zeal and forwardneſs, came 
running to our Saviour, and with a Reverence worthy 
to be given to ſuch an extraordinary Teacher, kneeled 
down before him, and made this moſt important In- 
quiry, Good Maſter, what ſhall I do, that 1 may inhe- 
berit eternal Life ! Mark 10. 17. To which Chriſt re- 
Plies at the 19th Verſe,” Thon knoweſt the Command- 


ments, Do not commit Adultery ;, do not Kill, &c. As if 


he had aid, You are not ignorant of theſe Laws and 


Precepts, the obſervance of which, God has declared to 


be the Condition of Life and Happineſs. The Rich 
Young Man hereupon hoping to be commended for his 
Virtue, ſaid unto Chriſt, aſter, all theſe have I kept from 
my Touth, Verſe 20. adding further, as St. Matthew re- 
lates, Nu lack I yet? Is there any thing more to be 
done by me. Then Jeſus beholding him loved him, and ſaid 
unto him, One thing thou lackeſt: Go thy way, ſell 
whatſoever thou haſt, and give to the Poor, and thou 

have Treaſure in Heaven; and come and take up the Croſs 
and follow me. Verſe 21. Or according to St. Matthew; 
If thou wilt be perfect, go and ſell what thou haſt, and give 
to the Poor, &c. Matt. 19. 21. that is to ſay, Though 
you think you have already performed the indiſpenſable 


Conditions of obtaining eternal Life; yet if you aim at 


a great degree of Perfection, and will do a Noble AQ 
of extraordinary Piety, then ſhew your brave contempt 
of the World; diſtribute your Wealth among the 
Poor ; lay aſide all Earthly Afﬀairs, and fo you will be 
duly prepared to be a follower of me through Affſicti- 
ons and Sufferiags, and to be a' Preacher of my Goſpel 

for which you ſhall have an extraordinary degree of 


Reward in Heaven. But this Young Man of Quality 
preferred bis Eſtate here below, before all the immenſe 


Trea- 


* 


to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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Treaſures above, Which our Lord bad promiſed him. 
For he immediately forſook Chriſt, and went away grie- 
ved, becauſe he had great Poſſeſſions, Verſe 22. __ 
Our Saviour indeed. doth not ſeem to have bidden 
bim part with his Eſtate, as a thing abſolutely neceſſary 
to bis being a good Man, but only as a thing neceſſary 
at that time, to his being one of bis moſt eminent Diſ- 


ciples. This Injunction of our Bleſſed Lord, Sell what ſoe- 


ver thou haſt and give to the Poor, is no general or common 
Precept oi univerſal Obligation to all the Poſleſſors of 
Wealth : For if they make a liberal and Charitable Di- 
ſtribution of ſome competent part thereof, to relieve 
the Wants of the Indigent, they may very Lawfully 
and Comfortably enjoy all the Remainder, provided 
they be Pious and Juſt,” Sober and Moderate in the uſe 
of it. But this was a ſpecial and peculiar Precept, par- 
ticularly given to that Rich-Young Man for his Trial, 
that our Saviour might hereby convince him of his inor- 
dinate Love of the World, and the Things thereof, 
which he was unwilling to-relinquiſh ; and alſo that he 
might from hence take occaſion to repreſent the Dan» 
gers and Temptations, which great Riches create to 
the Poſſeſſors of them. For in the very next Words we 
meet with thoſe his ſevere Sayings concerningRichMen, 
Verſes 23. 24, 25- Jeſus looketh round about and ſaith 
unto his Diſciples, How hardly ſhall they that have Riches 
enter into the Kingdom of God. And his Diſciples were afton- 
iſhed at his Words. But Jeſus anſwered again and ſaith unto 
them, Children, How hard is it for them that truſt in Riches © 


to enter into the Kingdom of God ? It is eaſier ſor a Camel to 


go through the Eye of a Needle, than for a rich Man 6 enter 
into the Kingdom of God. At this Diſcourſe his Diteiples 
were not only mightily ſurprized, and ſtartled, but.fo 
exceedingly amaz d, that they cried out, Who then can be 
ſaved? Verſe 26. They imagined that Chriſt affirmed 
it to be an impoſſible thing for a Rich Man to enter in- 
Which Miſtakes of theirs 
he preſently corrects, by an intimation, that he chiefly 
ſpake of thoſe that truſt in their Riches ? and that the 
| | great - 


a 
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great Obſtacle' in their way to Salvation, was not the thi 
bare/poſſeſſing of Wealth, but the repoſing their Con- 
fidence ia it, and entertaining an immoderate Affecti- 


= on for it. But yet, becauſe tis no eaſie thing for thoſe V 
14 that have Riches not to put their Truſt in them; there- tal 
fore he again aſſerts the great difficulty of the Rich rui 
=_ Man's entring into the Kingdom of God, comparing abi 
=_ it to a Camel's paſſing through the Eye of a Needle, of 
{ i according to a Proverbial Expreſſion. among the Jews, to 
mm and eſpecially the Talmudiſts, concerning a Matter tit. 
if very hard to be performed, though there were no Im- del 
3 poſſibility in the Caſe; only he ſubſtitutes the Camel abc 
| | inſtead of the Elephant, which was uſed in ther Pro- ral 
1 verb. And the Rich Man big with his Wealth, and the 
. carrying a large and heavy load of it, rather for others ſen 
* | than for himſelf, is Elegantly enough repreſented by a the 
| [ Camel, as the Strait Gate which leads to Life, is by the ing 
Al Eye of a Needle. Toy ler ei,, 7607 can 
94 I confeſs what our Saviour here ſpeaks, may be Th 
1 thought chiefly to refer to his own Times, and the firſt Wal 
al [ Ages of the Church, when there was often a neceſſity | and 
13 of forſaking all Earthly Poſſeſſions to follow Chriſt; to- All 
1 gether with the ſuffering no ſmall Scorn and Deriſion For 
VN from the World, to which Rich Men expoſed them- mo 
P ſelves, by taking ſo outwardly mean a Profeſſion upon the 
q them. Upon which account it is the leſs to be wondred the 
at, if in thoſe difficult Times ſuch were very. hardly pro 

brought to ſubje& themſelves to the Goſpel. Euſebius wit 

in his Sixth Book has particularly obſerved, That under the! 

the Perſecution by Decius, the Rich Men among the ſo f 

Chriſtians were moſt eaſily and miſerably foiled. But wit 

yet in the Hiſtories of all Ages, as well as thoſe of the wit 

Primitive and Perſecuted Church, we ſhall find how few. but 
comparatively there have been of the Wealthy and O- any 

-pulent, that have been truly and ſtedfaſtly Religious: rate 

And che Experience of all Times has ſhewn, how hard the 

it it is to have an affluence: of Riches, and not be too ligi 


much exalted by them, or place too great a Confidence 
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in them, or be unwilling to part with them, even when 
they are called for by God himſelf, 9 8 oath 


The ſecond. ſort of alluring Baits, with which the 
World enticeth Men, are its Pleafures. And none cer- 
tainly are in greater Danger of being enſnared, and 
ruined by Pleaſures, than thoſe who have both the 
abundance of Wealth to procure them, and the Vigour 
of Youth to enjoy them. *Tis no eaſy thing for! ſuch 
to ſuppreſs the Tranſports, of the Voluptuqus Appe- 
tite, who are continually furniſhed with all variety of 
delicate Proviſions for its Gratiſication; and carry a- 
about them ſuch plenty of Blood and Spirits, as natu- 
rally produces the ſtrongeſt inclination towards, and 
the moſt quick and lively Reliſhes of all corporeal and 
ſenſitive Delights. Young Perſons of Quality hare 
their Lot and Station in a very charming and bewitch- - 
ing World, where they meet with all that their Hearts 
can deſire for the entertainment of the Animal Life. 
They are ſurrounded with a thouſand Objects, that a- 
waken corrupt Imaginations, foment impetuous Luſts, 
and fill them with intoxicating Joys. There are ſuitable 
Allurements daily preſented to every one of theirSenſes. 
For the Taſte they have the moſt delicious Fruits, the 
moſt palatable Meats, and the richeſt Wines. For theSmell 
they have all the fragrant Herbs and Flowers, and all 
the odoriferous Perfumes that either Art or Nature can 
produce. Their Eyes are fed with diverting Proſpects, 
with all manner of Ornaments and Beauties, not only in 
their Houſes, Gardens, Furniture and Apparel, but al- 
ſo for the moſt part in the Perſons, that either dwell 
with, or viſit, or attend them. Their Ears are Raviſh'd 
with harmonious and muſical Sounds. And tis ſeldom 
but they have at command whatever Pleaſure. can affect 
any other Senſe. Now, though a prudent and mode- 


rate Gratification of all theſe inferior Faculties, within 


the Rules and Meaſures prefcribed by Reaſon and Re- 
ligion, may be allow'd them; yet how hard is ib dee. 
$2.7 19208 01 | uc 
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ſuch Darlings and Favourites of the World, not to de- 
vote themſelves to Earthly Enjoyments, and ſenſitive 
Delights, not to immerſe themſelves iu Matter, and 
become intirely in the Intereſts of Corporeal and Car- 
nal Things ? How difficult is it for ſuch Perſons to 
entertain in their Minds any juſt Eſteem, or ſincere 
Love, of thoſe Pure and Spiritual, Divine and Heaven- 
Jy Joys, which the pious Exerciſes of Religion do ad- 
miniſter to holy Souls? 1 e 
Neither in the third Place are the Honours of the 
World, ſuch as Nobility, Preheminence, Dignity, Fame, 


Reputation, Applanſe, without their Temptations, 


Thoſe Titles and honourary Badges that diſtinguiſh the 
Gentleman from the Crowd, and the outward Reſpects 
given him upon the account of thoſe Advantages, do too 
often lift him up beyond Meaſure, filling him with. a 
wonderful Opinion of himſelf, and a haughty and diſ- 
dainful Contempt of others. The Height of his Place or 
Rank makes him ſometimes adventure to ſpeak, and act, 
as if he were above the Laws of God and Man, and be- 


 yond Reproof or Puniſhment from either. The pre- 


tence of Quality has emboldned ſome to aſſume ſich 


Liberty, as have rendred them at length the very Scan- 


dal of Chriſtianity, and the Reproach of Human Na- 


ture. The ſplendor of their Dignity has caſt ſuch a 


glaring Light about them, that in the midſt of the Glo- 
ry and Gaieties of the World, and the Applauſes of the 
admiring Multitude, they have not been able to know 
themſelves; but imagining they were ſomething more 
than Men, firſt they have learned to deſpiſe all their 
Fellow-Creatures, and from thence their Ambition ta- 


King a higher flight, has taught them to defie their God. 


There have been thoſe who have eſteem'd it a part of 
their Earthly Grandeur, to value themſelves upon their 
rejecting and contemning the Laws of Heaven; as if the 


. greatneſs of their Impiety made them ſo much the 


Greater Men. Such are thoſe Heroes of Venus, who 
taking their Shame for their Glory, ſeck to Debanch 
| themſelves 
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themſelves into Reputation, to derive Honour from 


their Lewdneſs, and ſhew their Magnificence in the 


Pomp and Riches with which they maintain their im- 


pudent Proſtitutes. Such are thoſe brave and valiant 


Sons of Bacchus, who boaſt of mighty Conqueſts at the 


Bottle and the Glaſs; firſt in drinking down the Com- 


pany, and then in triumphing over their own Reaſon. 
To name no more, ſuch are thoſe Men of Honour, 
who adore their Maker with Oaths and Blaſphemies, 
but think it beneath them to. bow their Knees in de- 
vout Prayers; who give ſtrange Proofs of a prodigi- 
ous Courage in fighting againſt invincible Power, in- 
fallible Wiſdom, and inflexible, Juſtice. Theſe are 
high purſuits of their Pride and Luxury, and Irreligi- 
on; who having got above the puſilanimity of Conſci- 
ence, deride the fear of an Invilible Judge; and being 
brim-full of their preſent Enjoyments, have no room 
left for any thoughts of their future State, whether it 
ſhall be in Heaven or Hell. By ſuch Inſtatices as theſe 
we may perceive, how great Temptations they are 
concerned to watch againſt, whoſe Birth and Fortunes 
have advanced them above the ordinary Ranks of 
People, and how difficult it is for them to perform ſin- 
cerely that neceſſary part of their Baptifmal Vow, 
the Renouncing the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked 
World. 4 s 1 I, 

4. But *tis alſo to be remembred in the laſt Place, 
that amidf all the Snares of the World, with which 
the Young People of Quality are ſurrounded; our Ad- 
verſary the Devil, is very Buſie and Active, to repreſent 


to them thoſe various Allurements with the greateſt 


Advantage, flattering them in all the ways of their 
Hearts, and endeavouring by the moſt ſubtile Arti- 
fices, to draw them on void of Fear in the Paths that 
lead to everlaſting Miſery. His implacable Malice a- 
gainſt Mankind, makes him perpetually exerciſed in 
his Machinations, Wiles and Devices, for our Ru- 

. ine 


ow who bleſs themſelves in the bold attempts and 
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ine and Perdition. And his moſt uſual Method is t6 


tempt by Objeas without, and the corrupt Affections 


Within, calling to his Aid our other two Spiritual Ene- 


mies, the World and the Fleſh, which are in Combi- 


and he works powerfully on the Men of the World, be 


Children of . Diſobedrence, by em loying and mana * 
the Things of the World P aging 


n Tone 0 , Baits, and Engines, 
to take them 1 ha at his. Will, 2 Cor. 4. Eph. 2. 2. 
> Tim 2. 26. E 


is an affluence of Wealth and earthly Proſperity he is 


4 


furniſhed with great variety of Materials, out of which 


be may form his fatal Snares: For his Strenghth and 
Art to tempt and Deſtroy, principally lies in ſpeci- 


dus Repreſentations, and fallacious Promiſes much of 


Happineſs in the enjoyment of Worldly Things. So that 


if Men have in their Poſſeſſion, or at their Conimand, 
a vaſt plenty of inviting, Objects near at Hand, and 


almoſt continually in their View, Satan eaſily conveys 
to their Fagcies the moſt lively Images of them, toge- 
ther with all that Sweet neſs which he perſwades them 


to expect, from indulging themſelves in the free and 


unlimited Enjoyment of them, without being tied up 


to Laws and Rules. He dreſſes the World's Tempta- 
tions in all their Pomp and Luſtre, and ſets them off 


with ſo many ſeeming Beauties and Delights, that 
their falſe Colours cannot be diſcerned;without a care- 
ful and impartial Conſideration, nor their Charms re- 
ſiſted without a mighty Reſolution, accompanied with 


_ continual. Watchfulneſs, and fervent Prayers to God 


for the Grace, and Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit. 
Our ſubtile Adverſary makes alſo great Uſe of that 
variety of Allurements, which Wealth affords, to pre- 


vent the ſatiety and diſlike, the ſame repeated Temp- 


tations would cauſe. For in the midſt of ſuch Abun- 
dance, where he can entice Men to divers Luſts and 
Pleafures, as ſoon as they are weary and cloy'd with 
one, he is preſently ready to to offer them e 


& 


ence it comes to paſs, that where there 
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And he may well be ſuppos'd to be the more diligent 
and ſreſtleſs in his Endeavours to tempt the Great and 
Potent, the Rich and Noble, becauſe if he prevails 
with them to eſpouſe the Intereſt of his Kingdom, 
they may be much more ſerviceable to him in re at 

motinꝑ thereof, than meaner Perſons can. ' He-knows 
that by gaining one of theſe, he. ſhall: quickly have 
many other Proſelytes. For if theſe walk in the Paths 
of Sin, there are great Numbers that will follow them. 
Their very Immoralities and Vices receive a kind of 
Reputation from the Honour that is given to their 
Perſons; and their Impiety is the ſooner imitated; 
becauſe of their Wealth and Power. Thus we have 
ſeen how the Affluente of Wealth, the Variety of Sen. 
ſual Pleaſures, and the bag Train of Earthly Pomp; 
make the narrom May and the ftreight Gate which leads 
to Life, narrower and 1 the Rich and Great, 
than they would otherwiſe be, and how the Subtile 
Adverſary of Mankind makes uſe of all theſe, to ob- 


ſtruct their Paſſage to Heaven, or to render it more 
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The Prſſibility of overcoming the greateſt Diſſicultles 
and Temptations, to which any Toung Perſons" of 
better Rank may be expoſed. 15 3 1088 
N repreſenting the various and difficult Tempta+ 
tions, wich thoſe: that are born to Wealth and 
ur do generally meet with, in a higher degree 
others; my only Deſign has been to excite their 
greater Care and Diligence, and their ſtronger Cou- 
rage and Reſolution to encounter and reſiſt them. I 
ſhall therefore in the * Place, evince and prone 


Ll 
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of thoſe Potent Allurements of the World, ariſing 


Reſiſtance, and daily imploring the Divine Grace to 
When the Diſciples in Alatt. 19. were Surprized 
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in this degenerate State, ſince the Apoſtacy of our 


and overcoming the ſtrongeſt and mo ally ee 


ve, can meet with, is fo far from being an im e 
Achievement, that there is no more wanting to the 


22 3 


| « £0 6114 ( 
the Poſſibility of overcoming all theſe Difficultiegand | 
obtaining a glorious Victory over all | theſe Tempta» c 
tions. I ſhall erdeavour to make it appear, That none v 

[# 


from its Profits, Pleaſures and Honours, with which u 
the Rich and the Great are ſo much enticed, can be able 0 
to hinder them from living a Holy and Virtuons Life, 0 
if they ſtand upon their Guard, making a vigorous 


enable them to perſevere in ſo doing. 


and Amazed at our Saviour's declaring, hom hard pt 
it mus for 4 Rich Man to enter into the Kingdom of of 
God, He tells them, that wirh Aden this is impoſſible; ; Gi 
but with God all things: are poſſible ; Thereby intimating ar 


that although the Jemptations which Riches occaſion | viz 


are ſo many und great, that in Human appearance it to 
hardly ſeems poſſible for a Rich Man to be a ſincete gl 
Diſciple of Chriſt, and to prefer Religion and the Re- er 
wards thereof before the Advantages of the World; nei 


yet by the Grace and Aſſiſtance of God, he may be er 
enabled to conquer all thoſe Temptations, and make to: 


fo good a uſe of his Earthly Poſſeſſions, as to become 1 
an undoubted Heir of the Kingdom of Heaven. Such tha 
indeed is the Impotency and Weakneſs of our Nature | ble 


firſt Parents, that no ſort of Perſons of what Rank o- will 
ever, whether they be Rich or Poor, Noble or Mean, of t. 
Young or Old, can by their own Strenght, effeQually K ver 


' renounce and rejet thoſe enticing Baits, which the Wo 
World without, the Fleſh within, or the Devil, both 


ways, may preſent: unto us. | But-yet the reſiſting 


tations, that any Chriſtian, of what Quality ſoevey 


ccompliſhing thereof, but theſe two Things; Firſt, 
the hearty and conſtant imploring the Aid of _—_ 
y | * 


Jature 
f our 
nk lo- 
Mean, 
aually 
ch the 
„ both 
ſifting 
Temp- 
Ver, 


E 
to the 
25 Firſt, 
God's 

Holy 
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Holy Spirit; and then the e this moſt ne- 
ceſſary as well as difficult Work in good earneſt, and 
vigoroully attempting it with a ſtedfaſt Reſolution, in 
the diligent uſe of thoſe Means (which 1 ſhall after- 
wards mention) whereby ſo noble a Victory may be 
obtained. For where this Courſe is taken, the Spirit 
of God will certainly ſtrike in with his Supernatural 


Aſſiſtance, and his Grace will be abundantly ſufficient 


to fortify the fincerely reſolved Chriſtian againſt the 


moſt charming Allurements, and to ſupport him under 


and carry him through the hardeſt Conflicts. The 
promiſe ot God's Spirit and the Grace thereof, is one 
of the moſt expreſs and moſt general Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, made to all Ranks and Orders of Men, that 
are ſincere and fervent in Petitioning for it. Our Sa- 


viour has aſſured us, that no Parent can be more ready 
to give Bread to His hungry Children, than God is to 


give bis Holy Spirit to them that atł him. And the great- 
er the Temptations are, to which any ſuch Petitio- 
ners at the throne of Grace may be expoſed, the great - 
er Meaſure ſhall they obtain of the Divine Aſſiſtance, 
to reſiſt and withſtand them. 


Baut to give ſome viſible and undeniable Evidences, 


that Riches and Honour cannot create any inſupera- 


ble Difficulties,' to obſtru& the Practice of Religion, 


nor any irreſſiſtible Allurements to Sin and Vice; I 
will here produce a Cloud of Witnefſes, a noble Army 
of truly Illuſtrious Heroes, Who (many of them in the 
very ſlippery Age of Vouth) amidſt all the Charms of 

Worldly Grandeur, and Blandiſhments of a proſpe- 
rous State, have firmly maintain'd their Integrity, and 
conquer'd all the Oppoſition they have met with in 
the Paths of Holinefs and Virtue.” Of which worthy 
Patterns I ſhall make the larger Collection, partly be- 
cauſe young Perſons delight in Hiſtorical Paſſages; 
but chiefly, becauſe great and good Examples are not 
only , manifeſt Proofs of the Poſſibility of performing 
the moſt difficult Duties, but inſtructive and quick- 
| e C 2 ning 
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ning Encouragements to ſet about them. Whatever 
hath been once done in ſubduing the Violence of irre- 
gular Appetites, and renouncing thoſe Pomps, Vani- 
ties, and Pleaſures by which they are excited, may cer+ 
tainly be done again, if any one will apply hiqiſelf to 
it with the like ſerioos and vigorous Endeavours, which 
were uſed by thoſe that did it hefore him. And ſuch 


ndeavours will naturally ariſe; from that Emulation, 


which Illuſtrious Examples are apt to excite in every 
iagenious and generous Mind: I will firſt mention ſome 
Examples of this ſort, .xecorded in, the Sacred Hiſtory, 
and then deſcend; to ſuch as our on Nation in theſe 
laſt Ages has afforded. 0 D IN 123 on 39 30 

To begin with;the moſt Ancient Family that ever 
Was, that of Adam, the Father of all Mankind, and 


212111. 


under God the Lord, and Poſſeſſor of all the Earth. | 
Wei find that his ſecond Son, the Holy and Righte- 


dance of this World's Goods. He did not give up 
himſelf to Eaſe, Softneſs, and Luxuty, but to the In- 
nocent Labours of a Paſtoral Life: Neither did bis 
Wealth and Plenty make him forgetful of his Crea- 
tor, hut he religiouſly ador'd him with acceptable Sa- 
crifices of the Hrſtlings of his Flock; and of the fat and 
. beſt thereof... His Faith in God made him ſincerely de- 
voted to the Divine Pleaſure, and Vidorjous over the 
World. For by Faith. Abel Here a more excellent Sa- 
crifice than Cain; by. which he obtained Witneſs, that be 
was Kighteous, Heb. 1 1. 4. Cain and Abel had the fame 
Parents, the ſame Education, and doubt leſs for the 
moſt part, the ſame; affluence of Worldly Enjoy ments, 
and the ſame Temptations ariſing from them, and yet 
, the one proves à Saint, the other a Murderer. So 
great is the Difference that is made, by the right uſe 
aud «buſe of Things V Si 
We may alſo obſerve in the Family of Noah, the 


other Great Father of all Humane Race after the 


Flood (among whoſe three Sons the whole Earth mw 
. 8 8 all 
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all its Riches was divided) there were the Pious and 
Bleſſed Shem, and Japhet, as well as the Wicked and 
Curſed Cham. The like may be remarked in the Po- 
ſterity of the Patriarch Abraham, who in Wealth and 
Power was not inferior to the Kings and Princes of 
that Age. And yet as he himſelf was not wichſtanding 
of the greateſt Renown, for his admirable Faith, rea- 
dy Obedience, and ſubmiſlive Reſignation to the Di- 
viae Will; even to the Slaying and Sacrificing of IJſaac 
his moſt beloved Son, hen God requir'd it: So that this 


Son of his was a Perſon of eminent Piety, willing to 


relinquiſn all che rich and delightful Accommodations 
and Proviſions, with which bis Father's great Wealth 


_ farniſhed him; yea, and to part wich his own Life al- 


ſo, when he underſtood that there was a Command 
from God for his being offered up for a Burnt-Offer- 
ing. For he meekly ſubmitted, withoat making any 
Reſiſtance ; .though he was ſtrong enough to have-done 


it, being in his twenty fifch Year when his Aged Fa- 


ther bound him and laid him upon the Altar. Where- 
as his other Son Iſmael, was ſo,.immerſed in the love 
of Earthly Riches, that he could not bear the thoughts 
of Iſaac's being made his Father's Heir, and thereup- 
on vexed Sarah with his ſcornful Mocking and bitter 
Jeering; to ſuch a degree, that the Apoſtle calls it a 

meas” ß TO 
 Jfaac the Inheritor of Abraham's Piety, as well as his 


great Eſtate, had likewiſe two Sons, Eli and Facab, 


a very different uſe of their large Poſſeſſions. Eſau 
was 4 canning Hunter, a Maa of the Ficld, who eagerly 
purſued the Game, followed his Pleaſure, and was 
much addicted to, gratify his Senſual Appetice. Of 
this he gave a notorious Specimen, hen coming Home 
one Day from Hunting, ne ſo greedily deſii'd his Bro- 
ther's red Pottage, that he ſold his Birth-right, with 
all its then Sacred Priviledges, for the obtaining it. 


of very different Tempers, and they accordingly made 


But Jacob was in the general courſe of his Life, a ſin- 


C3 cerely 
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cerely honeſt and plain-hearted, a moſt pious, juſt, 
and ſober Perſon, as well in his Youth, while he was 
liberally maintained with all Fulneſs in his Father's 
Houſe, as afterwards. when he came to have fruitful 
Lands, numerous, Flocks, and great Riches, of his 
own. 


. 


greater part of them wickedly abuſed their Afflu- 
ence and Proſperity, ſo that their evil Report was 


no ſmall Affliction to the good Old Patriarch: For 
Reuben defiled his Father's Bed, committing Inceſt. 


with Bilhah ; Simeon and Levi were Brethren in Ini- 
quity, Inſtruments of bloody Cruelty towards the Se- 


chemites ; Judah left his Father's Houſe, and by con- 


ſequence the then Church, and Lodging with an A- 
dulamite marries a Canaanitiſh Woman, againſt his 
Father's Conſent ; and afterwards» inceſtuouſly pollu- 
ted his own Daughter-in-law Thamar. All of them, 
except Benjamin, were guilty of unnatural and barba- 
rous Inhumanity toward their Brother Joſeph, whom 
they ſold for a Slave. Yet in Joſeph, who could not 
be withdrawo from his Duty to God, by all the 
Temptations of the World, we have a moſt Illuſtri- 
ous Example for the Imitation of Noble and Gene- 
rous Youth. He was neither ſoftened with Luxury 
ia the midſt of Plenty, nor elated with Pride for the 
ſingular Love his Father bad to him above his Bre- 
thren, nor tranſported with Vanity at the high Ad- 
vancement of his own Prophetick Dreams foretold 
and promiſed. No Dangers or Sufferings, no Allure- 
ments of Proſperity, could break the Courage and 
Conſtancy of his Mind in adhering to Religion and 
Probity of Manners. In the Houſe of Pot ipher, where 
his Prudence, Fidelity, and other Virtues promoted 
him to the higheſt Place next that of his Maſter, his 
inviolable Chaſtity made him a glorious and trium- 
phant Conqueror over all the Sollicitations of his Laſ- 
civious Miſtreis. How brayely did n the 

N f unlaw- 


To inſtance next in the Sons of Jacab, though the : 


of Divine Faith, he lays do 


\ 
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alawful Amours, and paſſionate Importunities of one 
o much his Superior, when there was not only his 
Youth, but many other Circumſtances, that might 
have ſtrongly. inclined him to conſent. and yield ? 
How. gallantly did he deſpiſe all the Rewards and 
high Preferments he might have attained, by a crimi- 
nal Obſequiouſneſs to a Lady of ſuch Quality; and 
all the Dangers he incurr'd by denying her inflamed 


Deſires, and expoſing himſelf to her cruel Revenge? 


With what a reſolute as well as modeſt Abhorrence 
did, he pronounce that deliberate and peremptory 
Refuſal of her Adulterous Motion? How can I do this 
great Wickedneſs and ſin againſt Gd? And after- 

wards, when the Divine Providence had adyanced 
him to be Ruler over all the Land of Ægypt, next to 
the King himſelf; in that high Dignity he uſed his 
Power, Riches and Honour, with great Prudence, 
Juſtice, Moderation, and Clemency. He did not give 
up himſelf to a vain, pompous, and voluptuous Life, 
but diligently travelled through the Land, to appoint 
Officers every where and convenient Granaries, for 
laying up Corn in the Years of Pleuty. And when 
the following Famine brought bis inhumane Brethren 
into *«/£zypt to ſeek Food, inſtead of being Revenged 


upon them, he liberally ſuſtained and nouriſhed both 


them and their Children. 5 7 
My next Example ſnall be that of Moſes, who be- 
ing ſaved from Drowning by Pharavhs Daughter, 
and adopted for her Son; ſpent all his younger Years 
in the Court of Apt, where he had it in his Pow- 
er to enjoy the greateſt Riches, Pleaſures, and Hc- 
nours, that whole Kingdom could afford, and was 
ſurrounded, ao. doubt, with the various Temptations 
ariſing from them. But coming at length to a more 
mature Age, he began to think of abandoning all his 
Adyantages in the Royal Palace; and after a ſolid, 
rational Deliberation, together with a lively Exerciſe 
n all his Titles and Ho- 


C 4 nours, 
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nours, and e his Relation to this Auguſt l 


Princeſs, for the enjoyment of a better Title with, re 
and a greater Happineſs in the God of  Jſrael.. Which Cb 
noble AQion is thus briefly deſcribed in Heb. 1. 24, fog! 
25, 26. By Faith, Moſes when he was come to Tears, Fot 
refuſed to be called the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter; Co 


Chooſing rat her to ſuffer Afiſtion with the People of God, you 
than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a ſtaſon; efleem> ply 
ing the Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches than the Trea- Fez 
7701 in Egypt; for he had reſpett unto the recompence blo 


of the Reward. Amidſt the inviting Opportunities and 
of Sen ſual and Corporeal Gratifications, with which Nj 
the Palaces of Kings do abound, his Will was not in; Kir 
fluenced, nor his Choice determin'd' by Senſe and ſen 
Paſſion, but by Reaſon and Faith. In the Fruition of the 
the higheſt Court-Favours, while he beholds the ſpe- Tot 


ciovs offers of Secular Glory and Worldly Delights of © 
preſented him by egypt ; but withal conſiders they Was 
could not be enjoy'd, unleſs he joyned with the Egyp- all } 


tians in their Idolatry and cruel uſage of his Brethren AM, 
the Hraelites, he eaſily rejects all theſe ſinful, tranſito- ter 
ry, momentaneous Pleaſures, which would end in a long tho 
ad bitter Remorſe ; and rather chooſes ro be a Fel- Whi 
low-Sufferer ,with his dear Relations in their Hard- Gre 
ſhips, Reproaches, and Perſecutions, than to live in Tre 
Pomp and delicate Voluptuouſneſs among the Ungod- is c 
ly Egyptians : For by an Eye of Faith he was enabled teri 
to look beyond the preſent Ignominy and Sufferings, con 
--pntothe future Glory and Joy, in which all his Att Ill-r 
ctions would end. rup! 
I might next taſtance in Abijah, 2 pious young ber 
Prince, tho? the Son of the Wicked and Idolatrous Fe= wer 
7oboam; Whoſe Goodneſs was the more remarkable, be- fe 
cauſe he not only conquer'd the Temptations ariſing ever 
from Riches and Honour, but thoſe alſo to which he true 
was doubtleſs' not a little expoſed, by the miſchie= the 
vous Influence of his Father's bad Morals, when all tho Cov 
reſt of his Family were _— by _ and 


= bs 
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I might further illuſtrate what I have been now 
proving, from the Example of Obadiah, one of the 
Chief Miniſters of State to Ahab, Who didevil in the 
fight of the Lord more than all the Kings before him. 
For even in Ahab's Court, than which none was more 
Corrupt, Okadiah, who had feared the Lord from his 


youth, remain'd a holy and excellent Perſon, not com- 


plying with the dolatry of thoſe Times. And when 
Fezabel was for ſacrificing all the true Prophets to her 
bloody Rage, he hid an Hundred of them in a Cave, 
and fed them there. | 85 | 
The Lives and Actions of ſeveral great and good 
Kings of Jſrael and Judah, might alſo be here repre- 
ſented. Bot I will only mention ſome Paſſages in 
the pious Reign of Joſiah, the Beſt as well as the 
Youngeſt of all thoſe that ever fat upon the Throne 
of Judah; of whom it is ſaid, That /:ke unto him there 
was no King before him, that turned unto the Lord with 
all bis Heart, and with all his Soul, and with all his- 
Might, according to all the Lam of Moſes; neither af- 
ter him aroſe there any like him. He had not only 
thoſe ordinary Temptations to contend againſt, 
which every young Prince meets with, when in the 
Greenneſs of his Years, being put in poſſeſſion of vaſt 
Treaſures, Royal Dignity, and Supream Power, he 
is continually Careſs'd, and almoſt Ador'd by flat- 
tering Courtiers: Beſides theſe, he met with other 
conſiderable Difficulties and Diſadvantages from the 
Ill-nature of his Father Ammon, and the great Cor- 
ruption of the Age. For at that time the Ten Tribes 
being carry'd Captive, Judah and Benjamin, wha 
were only left in the Land, had made a general De- 
fection into all manner of falfe Worſhip : And yet 
even in this dark Midnight of Apoſtacy, when the 
true Church had hardly a viſible Being vpon Earth, 
the bright and ſhining Zeal of this young King diſ- 
cover'd itſelf very early, in oppoſing all that ſtron 
and prevalent Faction of Idolatry, with YR 
F Shia a 
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Whole Jewiſh, Court and Nation was overrun. By 
that time he was but Sixteen Years of Age, tho? 
there was ſcarce any true Worſhip or Worſhipers to 
be found, he appear'd in the Cauſe of God with ſuch 
Courage and Reſolution, that he carry'd all before 
him, and turn'd the whole Nation from their Idols 


to the true Religion, not ſuffering any Reliques of 


Idolatry to remain among them. In the 22d. and 
23d. Chapters of the ſecond Book of Kings, and in 
the 34th and 35th of the ſecond of Chronicles, we haye 


a large Hiſtory, of his eminent Piety expreſling itſelf, 


in his affectionate Tenderneſs at the reading the 


Law, his engaging moſt inviolably both in his own 


Name, and the-Name of his People, to obſerve the 


ſuch a manner as had not been known from the Days 
of the Judges; together with his holy Zeal in burn- 


ing the Vellels of Baal, ſlaying, or putting down the 
Idolatrous Prieſts, demoliſhing and defiling the High 


Places, taking away the Horſes of the Sun, burning 
the Chariots, defacing with Indignation whatever 
Monuments could be found of wicked Paganiſm ; 


and, in fine, omitting nothing that might reconcile 


God, purge Judah and Jeruſalem from their falſe 


Worſhip, and avert the Divine Judgments, by mak- 


ing a perfect Reformation among them, ſo far as all 


his Power and Authority could effect it 7 7 
Io the Examples I have produc'd, ſeveral more of 


the Worthies recorded in the Old Teſtament might 
be added. But for Brevity ſake, I ſhall paſs over all 
the reſt, except Daniel and the three other young 
Noblemen of Judea, his Excellent Companions, who 


were carry'd Captives to Babylon, and educated in 


the Court of King Nebuchadnezzar. Theſe are ſuch 
illuſtrious Inſtances of a glorious Victory over the 
Tem tations ariſing from the Riches, Honours and 
Pleaſures of the World, that it may be thought a 


great Omiſſion, if 1 ſhould ſay, nothing of them. 


Nebuchad- 


% 
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Neblichadnex xar had commanded the Maſter of his 
Eunuchs or Pages, to ſeek out among the Jewiſi Cap- 


tives ſome of the choiceſt Youth, both for, Beauty 
and Wit, of the Royal Blood, or Nobleſt Families, 
who might be. train'd up iu the Learning of the Cal- 
deans, and fitted for the King's Service. Among o- 
thers he pitch'd upon Daniel, Hananiah, Miſbal and 


Azariah, giving them the Names of Belreſhazzar, 


Shadrach, . Meſhach and Abednego. And that their 
Minds might be the more eaſily alienated from the 
Religion of their Country, the King order'd them to 
be bred up in Delicacy and Voluptuouſneſs, having 
appointed them a daily Portion of ſuch Meat as he 
had at his own Table, and ſuch Wine as himſelf 
drank of. But they knowing many of thoſe Meats to 
be forbidden the Jews by their Laws, and fearing 
leſt they ſhould be too much pamper'd with ſuch de- 


licious Fare, deny'd themſelves all the rich and pala- 
table Gratifications of the Court Diet, and prevail 'd - 


with their Governor to ſuffer them to live upon Pulſe 
and Water. Afterwards, when at the Time appoin- 
ted, they were bronght to attend the-King, they not 
only look'd fairer and fatter than the other Youths, 


but by the Divine Gift, and for a Reward of their 


Religious Mortification, they appear'd in all Matters 
of. Wiſdom and Sciences to excel all the Aſtronomers 


and © Philoſophers in the Kingdom. Daniel being 


Skilful in all Viſions, and having interpreted the 
King's Dream, was rais'd by him to great Honour, 
and made Governor over, all the Province of Babylon, 


in which his three Friends alſo, Shadrach, Meſhach 


ht 2 


and Abednego, were at his Requeſt made principal 
Officers. But when MNebuchadnezzar erected his 
Golden Image, commanding all to fall down and 
Worſhip;it, and threatning that whoſoever refus'd 
ſhould be: the yery ſame Hour caſt into the burning 
Fiery Furnace: What a ſharp Trial was this of the 


ſincere Piety of thele three noble Youths? They muſk 


either 
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either apoſtatize from the true Religion into Pagr+ 
niſm and Idolatrous Worſhip, or elſe they muſt loſe 
all their Temporal Advantages, Offices and Prefer- 
ments, and ſuffer a moſt crnel and painful Death. 
This was a [perplexing 'Caſe. But their Religion is 
dearer to them than their Lives, and all their richeſt 
Earthly Enjoyments. No Honours or Pleaſures. can 
allure them; no Diſgrace or Torment can affright 
them into the obeying the King's Command, in a 
Matter ſo manifeſtly contrary to the Commands of 
God. They knew their Duty, and refoly'd to adhere 


to it, whatever they ſuffer'd, tho'” they were forc'd 


to exchange the preſent Accommodations the King's 


Bounty had given them, for the devouring Flames to 


which his Wrath condemn'd them. 3 
The like noble Contempt of Earthly Grandeur, 
and of Life itſelf, appear'd in Daniel, who being af- 


terwards Prime Miniſter of State, in the Reign of Da- 


rius, regarded not the ſevere and irrevocable Decree 
of the King, when it forbad his Devotion to God 
under the moſt diſmal Penalty. For notwithſtanding 
that impious and cruel Edict was ſealed according to 


the Law of the Medes and Perſians, he went into his 


Houfe, and his Windows being open in his Chamber to- 
wards Jeruſalem, he kneeled upon his Knees three times 
4 day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, 45 
he did afore-time, Neither the Allurements of the 
Court, nor the Malice of his Enemies, nor the irre- 
ſiſtihle Sauction of the bloody Edict, nor the inevita- 
ble Terrors of the hungry Lions, were of ſufficient 


Force to divert Daniel from the publick and ſolemn 
Ferformance of what he thought his neceſſary 


* 
* 


Duty. 


I might likewiſe give Inſtances out of the New 


Teſtament of divers eminent Perſons ,- in whom 
Wealth and Honour were accompanied with true Pi- 
ety and ſincere Religion. Such was the Nobleman 
mentian'd in John 4. 46. ſuppos'd to be an Officer a 
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the Court of Herod the Tetrarch, who believ'd in 
Chriſt, together with his whole Houſe, ver. 53. Such 
was that noble and generòus Lady, nm the Wite 
of Chuſa, King Hered's Steward, who was one of 
thoſe pious Women that miniſtred unto Chriſt ofi their 
Subſtance, 'Lxk! 8. 3. Such alſo, as tis credibly ſup- 
pos'd, was Chuxa Himſelf; whoſe Wife could hardiy 
have been ſo; Liberal to our Saviour, if he had not 
conſented to it. Neither was he an ordinary Ste- 
ard, but rather Frocurator; or Deputy-Governor, 
under Herod of the whole Fetrarchy ; as the Word 
irireTes in the Opinion of good Commentators ſeems 


to import. Such were Nzicodemps, a Ruler of the 


Jem; Joſeph of Arimathea, à rich and honourable 
Counſellor; the moſt excellent Theophilus, to whom 


St. Lutte dedicated his Goſpel, and the Acts of the 


Apoſtles; the Ethiopian Eunuch, who was Lord- 
JTreaſurer to Queen Candace, and inſtructed and 


Baptiz d by Philip, Acts 84 2 Sergius Pauli, Pro- 


conſul, or Pro · pretor of the Ifland rat, and con- 
verted by Barnabas and Saul, Acts 13. T2. the Ge. 
cian Ladies converted at Berea by Paul and Silar, Ads 
17. 42. Dionyfiustthe Arecpagite, Acts 17% 34. Such 


alſo were divers noble Chriſtians in the very Family 


of the Emperor Nero, who were Saints as well as 
Courtiers, Philipg 22, 5613 ne eb 


But leſt it ſnould be objected, that moſt of theſe 
Examples, collected out of the ſacred Records, Were 


ſuch extraordinary Perſons as had more than com- 


mon Aſſiſtance from God, I will, in the next place; 
ſet before my Readers, the excellent Patteris of di- 
vers young Princes, Noblemen, Gentlemen and LA. 


dies, in theſe laſt Ages, who (notwithſtandihg the 


Temptations to which thoſe of their Rank are lia- 


ble) have been truly and ſincerely, and moſt of em 


eminently Religious. Not to ranſack foreign Hiſto- 


ries, I will content myſelf to give ſome choice In- 


ſtances of this ſort, which our own Nation 5 * 
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ao - Particular Advice to 
ducd. And moſt of them ſhall be ſuch, as not only 
ſnew the Poſſibility. of overcoming thoſe Obſtacles of 
Piety, which Wealth and Honour generally create, 
but are alſo not a little inſtructive in the manner of 
doing it, and highly worthy of Imitation. ko? 
_ .To\ begin with King [Edward the Sixth. During 
the Life of his Father, in the midſt of all the Pomp 
and Splendor, Riches and Pleaſures, with which the 
Heir of ſo great a Crown muſt be unavoidably ſur- 
ON tv, ._jrounded; ; he gave (as our * Hiſto· 
* See/Bp,Burnet's rians tell us) many early Indicati- 
Hiſtory ef the Re- ons, not only of a good Diſpoſiti- 
for mat ion, Part 2. on to Learning, but alſo of à won- 
d̃aeerful Probity of Mind, and above 
all, of great Reſpect to Religion, and every thing 
relating to it: So that when he was once in one of 
his childiſh Diverſions, ſomew hat being to be reach'd 
at, that he and his Companions: were too low for, 
one of them laid on the Floar a great Bible that was 
in the Room to ſtep on; which he beholding with Iu- 
dignation, took up the Bible himſelf, and gave over 


* 


his Play for that tige. Fr 
Hie began his Reign in the Ninth Vear of his Age; 
almoſt as early as the pious Joſiah, whoſe Example he 
exactly imitated in his earneſt Eadeavours for the 
Advancement of the true Worſhip: and Service of 
God, and the Suppreſſion and Extirpation of all Ido- 
latry, Super ſtition, Profaneneſs, and other Abuſes; 
inſomuch that when the Emperor of Germany de- 
manded by his Ambaſſador, that he would permit 
the Lady Mary, his Siſter, to have Maſs ſaid in her 
Houſe; he refus'd to allow thereof, looking upon it 
to be Impious and Idolatrous. And when the Council 
ſent Arch-biſhop Cranmer, and Biſhop Ridley, to in- 
treat him upon ſome politick Conſiderations, and 
for the preventing of greater Miſchief, to grant the 
ſame, tho he was at length overcome by their Per- 
ſuaſions, yet he could not refrain from Tears, = 
To treamly 
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treamly lamenting his Siſter's Obſtinacy in her groſs 


Errors and Superſtition. During all his ſeven Years 
Reign he had a great Regard to juſtice, and was 


tender and compaſſionate in a high meaſure; ſo that 
he was much againſt the taking away the Lives of 
Hereticks. His Care of the Suits of poor Perſons 
was extraordinary, and he gave Dr. Cox ſpecial 


Charge to ſee their Petitions ſpeedily anſwer' d. But 
above all things, he ſhew'd his Zeal for true Piety, 
being very conſtant in religious Duties, moſt devout 
at Prayers, moſt attentive: at Sermons, and taking 


Notes of ſuch things as more ſpecially concern'd. 
b r gol yoann ibid e e ee 
In the whole Courſe of his Sickneſs, which laſted 
ſeveral Months before it carry'd him off, he expreſs d 
great Submiſſion to the Will of God. And when 
Biſhop Ridley preach'd' before him, and took occaſion 
to di ort bn the Works of Charity, and the Obli- 
gation that lay on Men of high Condition to be emi- 
nent in ſuch good Works. This touch'd the King 


to the Quick; ſo that preſently after Sermon he ſent 


for the Biſnop. And after he had commanded him 
to fit down by bim, he reſum'd moſt of the Heads 


of the Sermon, looking on himſelf as chiefly cou- 


cernid therein, and debiring him, as he had already 
given bim the Exhortation in general, ſo to direct 
him how to do his Duty in particular. The Biſhop, 
aſtoniſnd th ſee ſuch Tenderneſs in ſo young a Prince, 
burſt forth in Tears of Joy, and with the King's 
Conſent, conſulting with the Lord-Mayor, and Court 


of Aldermen, how the Poor ſhould be reliev'd ; his 
Majeſty: thereupon otder'd the Gray-Friars. Church 


near Newgare, with the Revenues belonging to it, ts 


be a Houſe for Orphans 5 St: Bartholomews near 
Smithfield to be an Hoſpital; and gave his own Houſe 
of Bridewell' to be a Place of Correction and Work 
for ſuch as were Idle. He alſo confirm'd' and en- 
larg'd the Grant for the Hoſpital of St: Thomas tit 
WOE | Southwark, 
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Southwark, which he had before Erected and En- 


dow'd. 721 C56 len 4 ** 1 | 
He ſeem'd glad at the Approaches of his Diſſoluti- 
on; only the Conlideration of Religion and the 
Church affected him much, and upon that aceount 
he ſaid he was deſirous of Life. And when his Spirits 
and Body were ſo ſunk that he found Death very 
near, being moſt willing to exchange his Earthly 
Crown for the Glory and Happineſs of Heaven, he 
moſt ſolemnly and devoutly compos'd himſelf for his 
Departure. His whole Exerciſe was in ſhort» Pray- 
ers, and Ejaculations moſt ſincerely and fervently 
offer d up to God, hardly intermitting them under 


the Pangs of Death, until he breath d out his inno- 


cent Soul. 5 Nt . ere JE neee . 
My ſecond. Example of the happy Union of Good- 
neſs and Greatneſs, Princely Dignity, and Eminent, 
as well as Early Piety, ſhall be that of Queen Eliza. 
beth, the Siſter of Edward the Sixth. Ig her very 
Child hood, being three Years. older than her Bro- 
ther the Prince, and admitted to keep company with 
him, ' ſie: us d in her pretty Language to teach and 
direct bim in the Principles of Religion, and Rules 
of Morality. By which Converſe together, and the 
Agreeableneſs of their ingenious and pregnant Diſ- 


4 ſitions, there grew an intire and cordial Affection 


tween this Royal Brother and Siſter. They had 


both of them the ſame Preceptors, and were both 


equally: deſirous to look into Books as as they 
knew any thing, and equally admir'd for their for- 


ward Proficiency. Their firſt Hours were ſpent in 


Prayers, and other religious Exerciſes, eithet read- 
ing ſome Hiſtorical Paſſages in the ſacred Volumes, 


or hearing ſome Expoſition of the Chriſtian Doctrin. 
Ihe reſt of the Morning they were inſtructed in ſome 


Language or Science, or Moral Precepts. They be- 
gan with God, who bleſs'd the Inſtitution of their 
tehder Years with ſuch Improvements, as were — 
n yo 
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Chap. 2. the Tung GENT RT. 
yond their Age, and made their blooming Virtues to 


thrive and flouriſh, notwithſtanding the Luxury of 
the Court, and the very bad Example that had been 
given by their Father King Henr g. 

After his Death, when the young Prince was 
Crown'd, the Lady Elizabeth gave waß tochis State, 
and preſum'd not to continue that Familiarity and 


Freedom which had been uſual between them. The 


moſt Loyal and Dutiful Affection made her Honour 
him as her- SO ver eign, as well as Love him as her Bro- 


ther. And being remov'd from the Court to a Coun- 


try-Seat, ſhe led a pleaſant a | contented „as well as 
retir'd Life, having more Leiſure to contemplate and 


practiſe thoſe uſeful Inſtructions and Exereiſes, in 


which ſhe had heen formerly converſant. 


4 


When her Siſter, Queen Mary, came to the Crown, 


no Promiſes nor Threatnings, nor any other Axtiſices 
could dra her over to the Raman Communion. Her 
Conſtancy in the Reform'd; Religion was not to be 

haken; the? ſhe met with very inhuman Uſage, and 
was often under no ſmall Fears and Apprehenſions of 
Death it ſelf. All which Troubles and Dangers ſhe- 
might have eaſily avoided; 1 at Court in great 
Pomp and, Pleaſure, if ſhe would have turn'd Fapiſt. 

But ſhe choſe rather to paſs even her youthful Days 

under fad Afflictions, than to depart from the Truth, 
or comply with Idolatry and Superſtition, for the 
ſake of any Earthly Enjoy ments, And God, who 
was her Almighty Protector, made her Trials and 
Sufferings an excellent Preparation for that high De- 

gree of Sovereign Majeſty, to which ſhe, was ſoon af- 
ter advanc'd, and which ſhe not only manag'd with 

ſingular Wiſdom, Piety, Juſtice and Clemency, but 
alſo held in the greateſt and longeſt Courſe of 
Proſperity and Glory, that ever any of her Sex at-, 
tain'd to. 5 2 W 075 T4 
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I will mention but twe more Examples of Crown'd 


Heads, whom Religion and Virtue, as well as Royal 


Dignity, have made moſt Illuſtrious. [Thoſe are the 
late Queen Mary the Second, and her Siſter Queen 
Anne, under whoſe Juſt, ' Benign, and Happy Go- 
vernment we now liveeeee BBI N 

Mary the Second did certainly equal, if not excel, 
the Admirable Elizabeth, in the Piety of her Youth, 
and the Prudent and /Magnanimous, as well as Reli- 


gious Conduct of her riper- Years, both before and 


after her Swaying the Briranick Scepter: Tho' it 
pleãt d the Divine Providence to make her Reign al - 


moſt as ſhort as that of Mary the Firſt. God Al- 
mighey grant unto our moſt Gracious Sovereign 


Queen Anne, That, as ſhe has ſurpaſs'd Elizaberh,' in 
her Sacred and Auſpicious Beginnings; and Succeſs- 
ful Progreſs; ſo ſhe may continue to exceed her in 
the Length, as well as the Glory of her Reign 
Theſe two“ Royal Siſters have given the higheſt 
Recommendation of Religion to alt our Nobility, 
and Gentry, and indeed to all the People of our Na- 
non. I ſhall" ſay no niore of Het preſrat Majeſty, 
leſt 1 ſhould be ſuſpected to do it out of Ambition or 
Elatrery: Tho' I might otherwiſe be very copious in 
the juſt Penegyrick of an Example; which, if follow d 


by Her Majeſty's Subjects, would quickly make them 
all both Good and Happy, of what Age or Rank ſo- 


ever they be. But L. mall give ſome further Account 
of the Life and Actions of our late Queen Mary, 
which I have for the moſt part collected from my 


Lord Biſhop of Sarum, the late Dean of St. Pauls, 


and other eminent Perſons, who have tranſmitted 


F 


her Character to all Poſterity. © SITY 

The rare Endowments, both Human and Divine, 

of our late Gracious Sovereign Queen Mary the Se- 

cond, were equal to her Grandeur and Dignity, and 

She made it appear by the whole Courſe of her Life, 

and by her dying Breath, That unfeigned oe 
1 


— 


1 
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8 05 the largeſt Worldiy Foſſeſſions, and the *higheſs - 

. the Earthly Glory and Greatneſs. 20 | 11101035 02-vid — 54 

W early Dawn of her Infancy there ſoon ſhin'd 

Watch forth the conſpicuous Prognoſticks of a true and far 
on from center Piety. For when in her tender 2 

xcel; Years, having loſt. an excellent Mother, ſhe "i br ed | 

duch, up under the Tuition of Perſons leſs concern'd, in a 

Keli- Court full of all manner of Pleaſure and Voluptuouſ- 

"and B nefs, fuch was Her Conſtaticy, "Temperance, and 

ee Modeſty, that no Example of others, tho Great or 

a9 | High; no Aflurements of Vice, tho' ſtrangely Temp- E 

A ting, could force her to go aſtray. _ 4 

„ la the firſt Blooming of her Vouth, this rinceſs 

„ in diſplayd the rare Excellency of her Natural Diſpoſi- 

ils tion, flowing from an nr nes 9 5 by a 

er in | diſcerning, Judgment, . and . crown'd with, a ſerious . _ 

1.n | Wiſdom, beyond ther Age, the bleſſed Effect of Su- 4 


"a; ernatural Grace, rather than the Product, of her 
. n ſhort, Experience. From the Inſtrudtions of a 
Na” || Reverend Biſhop ſhe cordially imbib'd the true 
eſt y, Reform'd Religion, that ſhe could never be ſhaken in 


an | her Belief thereof by any treacherous Inſinbations 
N never ſeduc'd from its Practice by any Propoſals of 
n Reward, or Menaces of Füniment. 
dem | In the Fifteenth. Year of her Age he was Mat- 
k ſo- ry d to the Prince of Orange, afterwards King Mil- 
nt liam the Third, of Glorious Memory; and during all 
ca the Seventeen Years of her Marry'd State,, She was. ' 
CY ſuch an illuſtrious. Pattern of all Virtue, as well ag 
als, | of Conjugal Love, that the King profeſs'd he could 
icted never ſee any thing in her, that he could call a Fault. 
RY Admirable were the Accounts we heard of this Prin- 
xr, ceſs from her Court at the Hague; and after het* 

e 86. Acceſſion to the Crown of England, the Preſence of 

and ſuch Heroick Goodneſs made a greater Impreſſion 
Lite, upon our Eyes, than the Fame 3 8 2 une - 
— > UP rs. We beheld her ſolemn an - 
trick done upon our Ears ** js offered 
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unaffected. Devotion, her humble Seriouſneſs at Pray- 


36 | | 
ers, ber fix'd and unweary'd Attention to Sermons, 
her religious Obſervation of the Lord's Da 58, her 


Monthly Communions, and more than ordinary Pre- 


paratioas for them. She was likewiſe very Exem- 


| 800 in her daily Retirements for the Duties of the 


-lofet; ber fincere Zeal for the healing our pohappy 
Ivilions in religious Things; her Love to all go 


Wen, tho' of different Perſuaſions; 'and her eminent 


Works of Beneficence and Charity. She underſtood 


her Religion, and devoted her ſelf to it with an; ar- 


dent Affection, and an holy Practice. Neither were 
ber Graces and Virtues; blemiſh'd by any Vanity or 


”. 


p  , 


Wh ſhe was told of a Spirit of Devotion and 
Picty, that was ſpreading it ſelf among rhe Youth in 
and about the City of London, ſhe receiv'd the News 
thereof with great SatisfaRion : 'She-enquir'd often, 
and much about it, and was glad to hear, that it 


went on and prevalbd. The Salvation of others was 


the Subject of her Care and Labour, as well as her 
own. ” Thoſe that were employ'd in her immediate 
Service, were often Corrected by her, when being 
over Zealous for her they ſeem'd negligent of God. 


he would not admit of their Sedulities, but when 


ſanctify'd by Prayer. It behoves you, ſaid She to 
them, iv the firſt place to ſerve God, that's your firſt 
Duty; I will have none of your Attendance, but up- 
on that Condition. None had a more juſt Eſteem for 


all ſorts of Perſons, whoſe Actions ſpake them to 


truſy Virtuous and Religious: But the Irreligion 


aud Profaneneſs that was too common in the Nation, 


flPq her with melancholy Reflections, and engag'd 
Her, ia much ſecret Mourning. «s  _ © 
"The Death of this Excellent Queen was ſuch, as 
it might be preſum'd ſuch a pious Life would end in. 
She-was ſo sompos'd throughout her Sickneſs, that 
7was evident She had no Diſturbance . ng 
+ hab F as . 7 * 4 | 2 a s 4 - in 5 


: 1 

16 4 r 
: 9 11 

bl © © VV = * 


Particular Advice to 2 


Chap. 2. the Dung G ENT RT. 3 37 


Mind: When the firſt Intimation was given her of tlie 


Danger ſhe was in, ſhe roplied to this effect. 7 have been 
inſtructed by the Divines of our Church, bow very hacar- 
dous a thing it is to rely upon a Death - bed Repentunce. I 

am not now to begin the great Mort of Prepardtibn for 
Death: And I praiſt God I am not afraid of ft. At 


another time ſhe aid, J. hough ſte did not Pray fer Death, 
yer ſhe could neither miſh nor pray againſt it. I Being here- 


in entirely reſigned to the diſpoſaFof Divine 'ProvE- 


dence, there appeared not in her the leaſt Sign of Re- 
gret for the leaving thoſe, \ Temporal® Grearneſſes, 


- 


which make ſo'many of high Eſtate, ſo uns illing te 
die. The [Joys of a good Conſtience,-and'the'Powers 


of Religion, gave her Soul, (as ne declar'd to thoſe 


about her) very ſenſible ſopports, even when bet frail 


Body was ſinking under the laſt A gonies. 


My next Inſtance ſhall be the moſt Noble and He- 
roick Prince Henry, the Eldeſt Son of King James 
the Firſt. In the Ninth Year of his Age, as he be- 
gan to form his Body to Manly Exerciſes, ſo the Di- 
viner ſparks of Wiſdom and Vertue, Majeſty and 
Modeſty mix'd together, began to ſhine forth from 
his Mind, and ſhewed themſelves more and more eve- 


ry Day. But when he came to his fourteenth or 'fif- 


teenth Year, he behaved himſelf like one that had got 
above all the enticing Vanities of the Court, and 


plainly, diſcovered not only Preſages, but preſent In- 


dications of a folid* Judgment in almoſt every thing; 
joyuing the 1 Manhood with the Sweetgeſ(s 
and Pleaſantneſs of Youth. In the Houſe of God his 
Devotion at Prayers was Humble and Reverend his 
Attention to Sermons Conſtant and Fixed, concen- 
ing which, he failed not to give particular Commen- 
dations, when they were ſuch as tended to promote 
Piety and Holineſs of Life. Such was his Zeal againſt 

prophane Swearing, that he ordered Boxes to be kept 
at three AD Houſes,” where he ſucceſſively reſided? 
iz. St. James's, Richmond, and Nonſuch, cauſing ai 
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that did Swear in is Ja to pay Money to them, 
T7 


which was afterwards. diſtributed; to the Poor. And 
in his own Practice, he was very careful totally to a+ 
void all taking God's Name in vain, or uſing any the 
ſmalleſt raſh Oath. His Words were plain and ſin- 
cere, without Diſſimulation or Flattery. His Promi- 
ſes were inviolably obſerv'd, and he never willing 
diſappointed the Expectations he had raiſed. . Hi 


Purpoſes, were the Effects of mature Deliberation, and 


not to be altered, when he had reſolved. In the Six- 
teenth Veax of his Age he was made Prince of Wales; 
the Ręyenues of which he did not conſume in any 
youthful Caprices, or wild Extra vagancies, and coſtly 
Vices ; but managed them with all convenient Fru- 
gality, and left them much improved at Ben 4 
although where his own Honour, or others I 

or Poverty, moved him, he was very Liberal. But 
his chief Concern was for the Honour of God, and 
that ſhewed itſelf, not only in the immediate Duties 
of Religion, but in his Civil Actions, and more eſpe: 
cially in the kind Expreſſions of his Favour and Affe- 
ion to Good, Men, particularly to Good Preachers; 

but he Diſcountenanced all ſores. of Vicious Perſons. 


* 


In his laſt Sickneſs, which ſcized him when he was 
about Eighteen Fears old, he had very Pious Confe- 
reges with the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in which he 
declared his moſt willing Submiſſion to the Dlvine 
Pleaſure; his juſt Contempt of this vain World; bis 
Faich in Chriſt, only for Remiſſion of his Sins, and his 
cettaia hope of a glorious Immoxtality.,. On the Day 
of his Diſſolution, he lay patiently ſtririag between 
Life and Death, till about Eigbt a Clock at Night, 
and then meekly and quietly. yielded up his Spirit to 
kis-Blefſed Saviouu r. 
More ſuch Inftances of Pious and Religious Princes 
might be giren; but I ſhall next preſent the Reader 
with fome Examples Beneath thoſe of Royal Dignity, 
and yet ſufficieatly Illuſtrious, far their Podere 


eſert, 


— . 
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and Gentry of both Sexes; but my deſięned Brevit 
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and innocent Enjoy ment of Wealth, and Power, and 
Honour. Our Nation has produced no inconſider able 
number of ſuch Worthies among our Yong Nobility: 


4 


will only permit me to ſet down ſonie ſhort Memoirs 


of two or three Noblemen, three or four Gentlemen, 
and four or fre Ladies; which I ſhafl- extract as com- 
pendiouſiy as I can, from ſach credible Accounts 
I have met with of their Excelſent Lives and AQi- 
7 H 53 7: YANONtL 


© T begin with Edward, the good Earl of Derby, obe 


of the Miniſters.of State to Queen Elizabeth, whoſe 


Noble Birth and large Revenues; proved no Obſtatles 


to the Piety and Vertue, either of his Youth; or his 


riper Yeats; but in all the Stages of his Life his 


Greatneſs ſupported his Goodneſs, and his Goodneſs 
endeared his Greatneſs. From bis Travels when 


Young, he brovght Home Manly Improvement, and 
uſeful Experience, without Foreign Vices, ' As fooh 


as he came to his Eſtate, that he might have ſufficient 


Materials for thoſe Pious, Generous, and Charitable 
Works, to which he devoted the greateſt. part there- 
of, he repaired by a prudent Management, and decent 
Frugality, what ſome of his Anceſtors had Uiminiſhed 
by Profuſeneſs and Neglect. Neicher was he aſhamed 
of that good Husbandry, which may as well ſtand 
with great Honobr, as Breadth may conſiſt with Height. 

In his Marriage he had regatd to the Vertue and the 


Fortune, as well as the Family of the Lady he choſe. 


And being now in his full Grandeur, without any 
ſwelling Arrogance, or imperious Haughtineſs; he 


ſhew'd the Lafgeneſs of his Soul in a ſpreading but 
diſcreet Charity, and an unbounded, but yet ſober 


Hoſpitality, Some Lords made many Poor by Oppreſ- 
ſion, but ( as "Queen Elizabeth ſaid more than onee ) 


He and my Lord of Bedford made all the Beggars rich 
that came within the reach of their Liberality. His 
Houſe was ſo orderly kept, that it ſeemed rather n 
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College of Diſcipline, than a Palace for . Entertaig- 
ment. His Servants were Young Gentlemen trained 
up to Govern themſelves, by obſerving the prudent 
and. pious Conduct of their truly Noble Maſter. His 
Proviſion Mas tor the moſt part of the Growth of 
England, and rather Plentiful than Various, rather $9- 
lid than Delicate; ſuch as coſt him leſs, but contri- 
chuted more to the real Content, as well as the Health, 
.and Refreſhment; of his Gueſts. His Hall was com- 
monly fill'd with the Neighbouring Gentry, and Veo- 
men, who went awayg well fatisfy'd and devoted to 
his; Service, having been made very Welcome, but 


* 


yet without the loſs or diminution of their Reaſon, 


And sohriety. To his Gates there daily repaired. the 


4 W445 
41 


Aged, the Maimed, and the Induſtrious Poor; of whom 
the firſt were provided with Meat, the. ſecond. with 
Money, the third with ſome Work or Employment. 
Beingcthus Charitable, he took, if it might be, a more 
ſtrick gare of being Jab, abhorrigg that more miſchie- 
-vaus than beneficial Liberality, which is munificent upon 
other Mens Charge. For once a Month-he look'd/ into 
his lacomes, and once a Week into bis Disburſtments, 
that naue might Wrong him, or be Wronged by him. 
His Religion was not an empty Name, or formal Fro- 
feſſiom, hut ſuch as really ſhew'd itſelf, in bis Piety and 
Goodneſs, Rigbteouſneſs and Charity, all the Week 
long, as his well as Devotion at Church on Sundays and 


- 


Holy-days. - Tis an Obſervation of this Earl of Derby, 
and the ſecond Duke of Norfolk,. that when they were 
Buried, not a Tradeſman could demand the Payment 
of a Groat, nor a Neighbour the Reſtitution of a Pen- 
mu they bad wronged him. -.,...; 
See more of him With this Excellent and Noble 
in Dr. Lloyd's Earl may be joyned the moſt Pious 
State Morthies,. and Religious John, Lord Har- 
© 2 24... {1 ![xingeon, Eldeſt Son to the Lord a 
Lady Harringt 


Harrington, to whoſe Care King James the Fir 
committed the Education of the Princeſs Eliza 


A 


7 
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His Natural Endowments were ſo well improved b 
an ear ly and ſtudious Diligence, that in a ſhort time 
he arrived at good Perfection in ſeveral Languages, and 


was no Stranger to x uiloſophy. But his Knowledge 


in Divine things, and the Myſteties of the Goſpel; was 
ſo admirable beyond his Vears, that hardly any Qne- 
ſt ion ot this kind could be propounded, which he was 


not able immediately to reſolve, with no ſmall Satis- 


faction to thoſe that heard him. Notwithſtanding his 
Travels into thoſe Countries, from which all do not 
return ſo Modeſt and Innocent as they went out, and 
though he was in his green Lears, yet ſuch was the 
Purity of his Heart, ſo inviolable che Chaſtity of his 


| Behaviour, that he abhorred to ſpeak an obſcene Word, 
or diſcover the leaſt appearance of a laſcivious Free- 


dom in any of his Actions. - His Civilicy was equal to- 
wards both: Sexes, but he was not willing to ſpend 
that Time among vain Ladies, which he had devoted 
partly to Sacred Offices, partly to bis Books, and part - 


1y to the agreeable Converſation of Vertuous and In- 


genious Gentlemen, whom he found well inſtructed in 


Religion, or expert in Arts or Arms: | | 


lis Juſtice- was accompanied with ſuch- Generoſity, 
as made him deal not only Honeſtly, but Honourably 


wich all Men And whereas his Father by his Noble- 


Houſe: keeping, and other Occaſions, had contracted 
ſeveral Debts, be was very ſollicitous to diſcharge 


them, giving Power to his Executrix to ſel] part of his 


Land, if need were, for the ſpeedy ſatisfying the Cre- 


ditors. In Eating and Drinking, he was not only 


Temperate, but Abſtemious; in Feaſting more rare; 


ia Faſting frequent; in Sleep: moderate; in Heavenly 
Meditations daily exerciſed. As ſoon as he was awake 
in the Morning, his prime care was to put his Soul in 
Order, that he might preſerve himſelf in a holy 
Frame all the Day after, by turning his firſt Thoughts 
into Thankful Acknowledgments and devout Praiſes 
of the Divine Goodneſs. He roſe from his Bed a = 
| 5 | g e 


bl 


42 Particular Adviceto ©: 
tle after Five a Clock, and haviug read or heard fome 
portion of the Holy Scripture, he uſed ſhort Prayers 
with thoſe of his Servants that attended bim in his 
Chamber, beſides the more ſolemn Prayers after wards 
with his whole Family, both before Dinner, and Sup- 
per. Neither did he omit private Devotions in his 
Cloſet; to which in the Evening he added the Exa- 
mining himſelf, and recording in his Diary, what con- 
ſiderable thing he had done the Day paſt; how he had 
been any way remiſs in his Duty, or Work he had 
performed, what Temptations he had met with, and 
reſiſted; and then giving Thanks for the Divine Aſſi- 
ſtance, and humbling himſelf before God for his Fall- 
ings, he retired to Reſt, having one of his Servants to 
read to him, until be fell Aſleep. And this Practice 
he obſer ved for four Years before his Deatg. 
His Sanctifying the Lord's Day, and his ſpecial Re 
gard to the more publick Duties of Religion, was ve- 
ry remarkable. If he were in Health, he conſtantly 
went to the Houſe of God, devoutly joyned in the Litur- 
'gy of the Church, and gave ſerious Attention to the 
Preacher. He àlſo frequently receiv'd the Sacrament; 
and to prepare himſelf for it, he kept a private Faſt the 
Day before, which he ſpent in Prayer, Meditation, and 
Self- examination. The Truth and Sincerity of his 
Religion was further manifeſted, hy his great Love to 
the faithful Miniſters of God's Word, his readineſs to 
do Good to all ſorts of Perſons, and his liberal Cha- 
rity to the Poor. For ont of his Yearly Revenues he 
gave 'the Fenth Part to pious and charitable Uſes, be- 
ſides what he occaſionally diſtributed among all ſorts 
of indigent Objects that preſented themſelves to him 
as he travelled or walked Abroad,.' Neither did he 
ſound a Trumpet at his giving Alms, or make any O- 
ſtentation of his good Works; but all his other Ver- 
tues were adorned with ſuch Hamility, as recommend- 
ed him to the farther Communications of the Divine 
Grace, and gained him the larger ſhare both ” the 
$ | | 2 15 EkEſteem 
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Eſteem and the Affections of thoſe with whom he Con- 
yerſed. In his laſt Sickneſs, being well prepared for his 
Diſſolution, be often ſaid, He feared not Death in whatſoever 
Shape it came. And when it ſenſibly approached, he 
profeſſed that he. ſtill felt the moſt aſſured Comforts 
and Joys, at the nearneſs of his Salvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt. His laſt Breath expired with thoſe longing and 
rapturous Expreſſions, O that Foy! O my God, when 

all: I be with thee ! Thus in the midſt of theſe Heaven- 
ly Deſires and Bleſſed Exerciſes of that Faith and Hope, 
which were ſo ſuddenly to be turned into a perfect 

Fruition, he ſweetly and moſt Willingly reſigned up 
his Spirit to the Father of Spirits; Anno Dom. 1613, 
fenen, g de oh? aan 
Another. bright Example! of ſevere Vertue in the 
Vigour of Youth, and great Piety, in the midſt of 
Earthly Grandeur, was the Right Honourable Simon, 
Lord Digby, who died at Coles- hill in Warwickſhire, Jan. 
19. 1685. As no part of his Eſtate was made to ſerve 
either Pride or Luxury; ſo every part of his ſhort Life, 
ſo far as it has been tranſmitted; to our Knowledge, 
will be laſting Credit to an holy Religion; for the In- 
tereſt, and Support whereof, all the Power he had by 
his Rank and Quality in the World, was very early 
and moſt ſincerely employed. I ſhall. extract ſome 
memorable. Remarks from. the larger Deſcription gi- 
ven of him by Mr. Ketilemell in the Sermon he preach- 
" oa Occaſion of the Death of this truly Noble 

ord. - it pt D238 12h lie n 
The clearneſs of his Appreheaſion, and the ſtrength 
of his Reaſon, joyned with a Temper ſedate and calm, 
free to hear, and patient to conſider what was offered 
to him, together with a quick Sagacity to direct his 

Thoughts to the very Mark, where the ſtreſs lay in 
any Point, and a well poiz'd Judgment to diſcern the 
value and weight of every Thing, were great Advan- 
tages, not only for his diſcovery of Truth and Right, 
and the general Conduct of his Sentiments and Acti- 


N 
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ons, but alſo for the particular managing thoſe two 
often abuſed Talents of Wealth and Honour, in ſuch 
2 manner as - might bring moſt Honour to God, moſt 
Comfort to himſelf, and moſt Good to '6ther Men. 
Religion was the height of all his Aims, wherein he 
earneſtly endeavoured to make the greateſt Proficiency 
at Home, and which he Zealouſly ſought to propagate 
Abroad. His Conſcience was tenderly impreſſive, and 
ſoon touch'd with any thing that had true Goodneſs 
in it;; but yet happily freed from perplexing Doubts 
and Scruples, by the ſtudious Care he took to get clear, 
and diſtin& Notions in matters of Duty, and all Ca- 
ſes that concerned him. It was indeed the Sum of all 
his Prayers, Studies, and Labours to have an entire 
regard to every one of the Divine Commandments, 
And that he might keep 'up'a conſtant Senſe of his 
Weakneſs and Feilings, for the future preventing and 


avoiding them, he took daily Accounts of his daily 


Practiſe, beſides what he did with more Solemnity and 
Exactneſe, at certain ſer times. In which Examinati- 
ons of himlelf he had particular reſpect, not only to 
the generally confeſſed, and moſt weighty Duties, but 
alſo to ſich others, as tho' they be equally injoy ned, 
yet in the Practice, and too often in the Opinion of the 
World, are very little valued! He judged himſelf e- 
ven for his vain Thoughts. and nawary Speeches, and 
for every Omiſſion, to 'difconrage an ill thing, and 
embrace a good one. Such Errors or Neglects, as well 
as greater Sins, being obſerved in himſelf, he not on- 
ly confeſſed to God, bur made it his ſerious care to 
amend them, and to prevent the like! again; This 
was his daily Employment, and this holy Art he aſfi- 
duouſly ſtudied, as one who greatly defired to be ex- 
pert in it. For this end he drew up a Scheme of all 
particular Duties in a ſhort compaſs, that by the fre- 
quent peruſal thereof, they might the more eaſily be 
inured to his Thoughts, and not ſlip out of bis Memo- 
ry, when they ſhould be put in Practice. — 


751.3 
ſe two 
n ſich 
„ moſt 
Men. 
ein he 
iciency 
pagate 
ve, and 
zodneſs 
Doubts 
et clear, 
all Ca- 
1 of all 
entire 
[ments, 
of his 
ng and 


s daily 


ity and 
minati- 
only to 
es, but 
joy ned, 
of the 


nſelf e- 
es, and 


18, and 
as well 
zor on- 
care to 
This 
he aſfi- 
be ex- 
of all 
the fre- 
[ily be 
Memo- 
ikewiſe 


had 


1 


Chap. 2. the Young GENTRY. 45 
had all the Sins he needed to confeſs, and the Graces 
he was to beg of God, ſet down as particularly as 
might be in his daily Devotions ; that his Prayers to 
God might be laſtructions to himſelf; that his Con- 
feſſions of Sin might ſhew him what he was to ſhun, 
and his Petitians for Grace be Monitors of What he 
was to perform. 1 CANT 


Haviag, taken this Method to maintain ig himſelf 
a preſent lively Senſe of all Duties, his next Care was 
to ſtudy, what were the moſt expedite and uſeful 
Rules of practiſing them; which after he had wiſely 
choſen, he was no leſs careful to obſerve. The 
Rules, with the Sins, which by Nature, or Cuſtom, 
or the Temptations incident to his high Station, he 
was moſt expos'd to, and which they were deſign'd 
to cure, he ſet down in Writing. And that both 
his Dangers, and his Remedies, might be kept freſh 
upon his Mind, he had two fixt Days in every Week 
to peruſe and, conſider them, that if he found he had 
forgot bimſelf, he might return to his former Guard 
and Circumſpection. Such were his ſagacious Fore- 
thoughts, and well-advis'd Contrivances, how-to car- 
ry on good Motions , how to pre vent Surprixes; or, 
when at any time he fell, how to recover himſelf by an 
immediate Repent ance; how to prepare for the Tempta- 
tions of a") Day, or Buſineſs; how to maintain a bon 
ſtant Livelineſs of Heavenly Affections, by ſending up 
Divine Breathings and Ejaculations, not only every 
Day, but almoſt every Hour, more or leſs. So that” 
Self. Reflection and Self Government was as truly his 
daily Buſineſs, as ſome Mens Trades, others Vices, 
45 the Vanities and Diverſions of a third ſort are 
TNEITS. e n 

Such was his Care of Good Living in general, ; but 
his Example is highly worthy to be further preſented 
to the Reader's View and pious Imitation, in fome 
Particulars. PE a, OE 
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- Head a profound Veneration for Almighty God; 
anda ſingular Love for Religion, which without the Ex- 
tremes either of Fear or Affectation, he would open- 
ly profeſs and own, in a licentious and Ne ge, 
that thought ſuch Pretences to Godlineſs did bewray 
either Hypocriſy, or Puſillanimity, or want of Po: 
liteneſs. He was deeply affected with a compaſſionate 
Senſe of the Difficulties and Temprations which at- 
tend Men of Quality, thro* the World's adopting 
many wicked Practices into Rules of Good Breed ing; 
and fixing ſuch things into Laws of Honour, as are 
not only àn open Breach of the plaineſt and moſt im- 
portant Precepts of Religion, but the groſſeſt Abſur- 
dities to any ſober Reaſon and common Diſcretion. 
Againſt theſe having wiſely prepar'd his own Ming, 
where he could, he was glad to convince and ſtrength- 
en others; and where he could not, he pity'd and 
lamented their unhappy Errors. To bring his Friends 
to the ſincere Love of Piety and Virtue, he would 
follow them with good Counſels, no leſs diſcretely 
than earneſtly, at ſuch proper Times when he thought 
they would make the beſt Impreſſion. While he was 
in Health, he endeavour'd to prevail with them, 
from the cogent Reaſon of things, and from the more 
affecting Argument of his own Experience. And in 
his laſt Sickneſs he ſtill urg'd them by his repeated 
Advice and Importunities, and by the moſt affecti- 
onate Meſſages and Dying Intreaties. Where he 
had Hopes of inducing Men to a ſerious and power- 
ful Senſe of Religion, he would ſtoop to any thing, 
and ſometimes make himſelf a Comphnion of mean 
Perſons, not only ſending Books or Inſtructors to 
them, but becoming a Preacher to them himſelf in 
his own Perſonal Addreſſes. And as for his Servants 
and Dependants, over whom he knew he had a par- 
ticular Influence, he was more eſpecially careful, that 
they ſhould both underſtand and practiſe their Du- 
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perſuaſions, Example, or Authority would prevail 
with them, That they who ſerv'd him, ſhould fear and 


ſerve his Lord and Maſter too. 


His Prayers and Devotions,” as well at Church as 
in his Cloſet, were eſteem'd'by him as the very vital. 
Breath of his Soul, without which all Divine Life 
would be extinguiſn'd. He was a conſtant Frequenter 
of the Houſe of God, and ſo deſirous to bring others 
to it, that when for the Convenience of his Family 
he has on any Feſtival had the Prayers read at home, 
to induce others by his Example, he has ſeve- 
ral times gone preſently after to Church, to hear 
them there again; and he was always careful to come 
to the Beginning of the Service, that he might loſe no 
Part thereof. To prepare himſelf for the Holy Com- 
munion, he was laborious in Recollection, and much 
in Devotion; but yet ſo far from thinking the Re- 
turns thereof to be a Burden, that he ſeveral times 
deſird they might be more often. All the while he - 
was at Church, and in all the Tacred Offices there per- 
form'd, his Behaviour was moſt Compos'd, Reverent 
and Grave, ſuch as teſtify d a Mind duly ſenſible that 
there he was, in the more eſpecial Preſence of God, 
adoring his Maker, and: negotiating Affairs of great- 
eſt Moment. And for the decent Signification of the 
Submiſſion of his Spirit, and his awful Apprehenſions 
of the Divine Majeſty, he us d the moſt humble and 
reſpectful Poſtures, Praying always upon his Knees. 
Such was his religious Behaviour towards God. 
And as for his Carriage among Men, it was ſuch as 
became a Heart ſo piouſly affected. The Temperance 
of this Noble Lord was very remarkable. His Qua- 
lity and Fortune could have abundantly ſupply'd him 


with all ſorts of Proviſions to gratify and careſs eve- 


ry Senſe, and eyery Appetite; but in the midſt of all 
theſe he choſe rather to deny himſelf, and triumph 
over them. The Power of abſtaining from __ 
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Meat and ſenſual Delight he pleas d, was/a point of 
Virtue he particularly affected; and this. made him 


ſo far from indulging the Body, that he burden'd it 
with more Severity than his Friends thought it could 
well bear. And as for his Sobriety in the uſe of 


Drink, to ſay he would never permit himſelf to ex- 
cceed the Rules thereof, is but a ſmall Part of his 


Praiſe, who, ſo far as he could help it, would by no 


means ſuffer it in others. If any Perſons. that came 
to his Houſe were inclinable to be ſtill pouring down 


Glaſs after, Glaſs, till they had overloaded. them- 
ſelves, , his Conſcience would not allow: him to ſeek 
the Reputation. of being, Hoſpitable, by miniſtring to 
their Excess. For he thought, and he thought truly, 
that a Man may as innocently furniſh out Opportuni- 
ties and Supplies, to thoſe ho oy ſeeking to gratily 

n | Rapine, as ſet out 
large. Stores of Wine to thoſe that delight in intem- 
perate Drinking, and will not give.-over. playing 


Prizes at the Bottle, till either themſelves or their 


Companians have loſt both Senſe and Reaſon in thoſe 
bruitiſh Conteſts. * one 


* 


i 


any thing but what he intended to perform, nor al- 


low ing himſelf to profeſs more than he meant. In 
his Dealings he took care to be exactly Juſt, not da- 


ring to prey on others by Over - reach of Wit and 
Skill in any Buſineſs: Nay, in his very Play and 


Games he thought himſelf oblig'd to conſider not 


only the Honeſty and Fairneſs of his Getting, but al- 
ſo the Ability of others tere to him. And ſome 
Men of mean Eſtates, being forward to mix them- 


ſelves with Perſons of Quality in their Diverſions, 
when by their waging with him, he has fairly won 
what he thought their Family at home would find a 
want of, he has taken care ſecretly to convey it back 
to the Wife and Children, without the profuſe Hus- 
band's knowing any thing of it. This Practice was 

f 0 very 


In his Speeches he was very ſincere, not promiſing 


\ 
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int of 


very agreeable to the Rule he had ſet. himſelf in his 
de him MW Diverſions, That he would be no Gainer by any Games, 
en'd it bi what he loſt ſhould: go as the Price of bis omnleaſure, 
could and what he won ſhould accrue to the Port. 
uſe of He would do generous and noble Things; and 
to ex- theſe he lov'd, ſo far as he could, to perform ſo pri- 
of his vately, that unleſs the Deed were ſuch as did neceſſa - 
by no I rily proclaim it ſelf to the World, he ſuffer'd, ao 
; came Noiſe to be made of it. In diſtributing his Alms, 
down he carefully diſtinguiſh'd between Objects, that he 
them- wo ſupply real Wants without ſupporting Idle- 
to ſeek © neſs3/and then he gave freely and liberally with all 
ing to I Secrecy. In order. to his compaſſionate .and. more 
truly, comfortable Relieving his iadigent Neighbours, he 
YItunt- would ſometimes make them private Vilits; and he 
2 agreed with a Phyſician for a Vearly Penſion, to take 
et out ¶ care of all the Sick Poor of his own Pariſh, and fur- 
intem- | niſh them with Remedies proper for their Diſtempers, 
laying uiring him to ſay nothing of this his eee 
r their — molt beneficial Charity, being careful only to 
1 thoſe. ¶ ſecure to himſelf the Virtue of the Ad, without ſeek⸗ 
I ing the Praiſe and Honour of it. Upon the Death 
miſing of his excellent Lady, beſides his Liberality to every 
1or al- adjacent Pariſh, for a preſent Diſtribution, he allot- 
it. In ted a conſiderable Sum to the Uſe of the Poor, in the 
ot da- Pariſh where he liv'd, for a perpetual Settlement; 
it and and he gave a much greater at his o-wn Death. He 
y and alſo. reſtor'd two Impropriations (one whereof is ve- 
er not ry conſiderable) to the Church, / vi. the impropriate 
ut al- Tythes of the Pariſh of Coles-Hill, and of the Pariſh 
d ſome of 'Upper-Whieacre, which he thought did belong to 
them- the Church by ſeveral Titles, and ought not to be 
rfions, | withheld. And out of Zeal for the Beauty of God's 
ly won Houſe and Worſhip, he not only adorn'd the Choire 
find a of the Church at Coles-Hill, but nobly augmented its 
it back Furniture of Communion Plate. 
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36% Piuriicular Aduice to 
In his Converſe with others, that his whole Car- 
riage might be Humble, Courteous, and Obliging, 
he govern'd himſelf by divers excellent Rules, fer 
down by him in Writing; ſome of which were theſe :. 


To creſs himſelf (if there were occaſion) in things moſt 


E 


to bis own Humour; to prefer others Eaſe before his own; 


not to neglect or overlook the meaneſt' Perſon; to ftoopits 


the meaneſt Offices to do others: Kindneſſes ; not to be 


high'in bis Expettations from others; to own the leaſt 
Kindneſs he had receiv'd, and be really inclin d to return 
ir; to forget all Injuries done to him, and ſtifle all Thoughts 


of reſenting them; not to ſpeak at a venture, wit hont 


thinking; mwhenſoever any Reaſons are thought ſit to be 
propor d, to do it with a modeſt Deference; not to men- 


tion any thing to his own Praiſe; nor to diſcommend o 
ther.” He paſs d no unjuſt Cenſures even on thoſe 


who were moſt oppoſite to him in their Intereſts and 
Opinions, but with his Zeal againſt their Errors he 
ſtill preſerv'd all due Charity for their Perſons. He 


was a moſt ſtudious and unweary'd Peace- maker, in 


hearing the Complaints of contending Parties, and 
compoſing and adjuſting their Differences; eſpecially 
among his Tenants and Dependants, with whom he 
us'd his Power and Authority, if the Force of Rea- 
ſon and Religion could not prevail So Illuſt rious 
was this noble Lord for his Piety and Virtue, in the 
midſt of the Riches, Honours and Pleaſures of the 
World, thoſe potent Allurements to Sia and Vice; 
being Rich in good Works, a religious Honourer of 
God, an experimental Admirer of the pure and ſweet 
Delights that are to be found in Prayers and Alms, 
and every Act of Devotion and Charity; a great 


Maſter in Self- Government, a ſtrict Obſerver of all 
Righteouſneſs towards others; a kind and generous 
Patron to the Clergy, treating them with all Re- 
ſpect, for God's and their Function's ſake 5113 true 
Friend to his Country; a faithful and loyal Subject to 
his Sovereign; a Lover of all good Men of all Per- 
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of his Age, he was admitted into Lincoln's- Ian; 


* | « aan ; RY ©. * 
Chap. 2 te Toang GENTRY. or 
ſuafions ; but a moſt ſincere and zealous Son of the 
Church of England, in whoſe Communion he Lived 
and Died, defiring in his laſt Extremities to tecelſe 


% 


the Holy Sacrament and, Prieſtly Abſolution, accord- 
in to its Order and Appointment. | An Be 1s 


he Perſon who comes next to my Thoughts, moſt 
worthy to be added to theſe noble Examples, is Sir 
Mattt hem Hale, Knight, ſometime Lord Chief Juſtice 
of the King's-Bench'; whoſe Life, wrote by the Lear- 
ned Dr. Burnet, now Lord Biſhop of Sarum, con- 
tains in it as great 4 Character of Wiſdom and Vir- 
tue, in managing Wealth, Power and Honour, as 
perbaps can be given of any in the laſt Age. But it 
being generall7 known, and having been ſeveral 
995 n. 1 ſhall be the ſhorter in my Abſtract 
(besen n en ee NES 

In the Prime of his Youth being grave and ſerious, 
ſtudious and virtuous, he was an extraordinary Pro- 
ficient, firſt at School, and then for ſome time at the 
Univerſity of Oxford. But the Stage-Players coming 
thither, he was ſo much corrupted by ſeeing Plays, 


that he almoſt wholly for ſook his Studies, and laying 


aſide the Gravity of his Deportment, that was for- 
merly eminent in him, far beyond his Years, he ſet 
himfelf to many of the Vanities incident to Youth, 
but ſtill preſer vd his Purity, and a great Probit of 
Mind. He lov'd' fine Cloathes, and delighted much 
in Company; and having learn'd to Fence, and han- 
dle his Weapons with great Expertneſs, inſtead of 
going on in his Deſign of being a Scholar, he refoly'd 
to travel into the Low-Countries to trail a Pike in the 
Prince, of Orange's Army. But being at this time 
engag d in a Suit of Law, which carry'd him to Lon- 
don to conſult Serjeant Glanvil, he was by the Ser- 
jeant happily perſuaded to forſake his Thoughts of 
being a Soldier, and to apply himſelf to the Study 
of the Law. Bereupon, about the Twentieth „ 
an 


12 being 


8 Particular Advice er arty 
being then. deeply ſenſible how much idle and vain 
things had devour'd his Time, taken up his Thoughts, 
and almoſt corrupted his Mind, he reſolv'd to ſee no 
more. Plays, but to follow his Studies, and redeem 
the Time he had loſt with all poſſible Diligence, ſtu- 
dying frequently at the rate of 16 Hours a Day. 
And in his Apparel he betook himſelf to a cheap and 
plain Faſhion, which he continu'd to uſe, ſo far as 
Decency would permit, unto his dying Day. , 
Let he did not at firſt break off from keepidg too 
much Company with ſome vain People, till a ſad Ac- 
cident drove him from it; for he, with ſome other 
oung, Students, being invited to be merry out of 
1008, one of the Company call'd for ſo much Wine, 
that notwithſtanding all that Mr. Hale could do to 
prevent it, he went on in his Exceſs, till he fell down 
as Dead before them, This affrighted them all, and 
ſo greatly affected Mr. Hale, that he went into ano- 
ther Room, and ſhutting the Door, fell on his Knees 
and Pray'd earneſtly to God, both for his Friend, 
that he might be reſter d to Life again, and for him- 
ſelf, that he might be forgiven for countenancing ſo 
much Exceis by his Preſence in ſuch Society. And 
he vow'd to God, that he would never again keep 
company in that manner, nor drink a Health while 
he liv'd. His Friend recover'd, and he moſt religi- 
ouſly obſerv'd his Vow all his Days, tho? he was ſome- 
times roughly treated for it. „ 
This wrovght an entire Change upon him; and 
ſhunning all bad Company, he divided himſelf be- 
tween the Duties of Religion, and the Studies of his 
Profeſſion. . In the former he was fo regular, that 
for Six and Thirty Years he neyer once fail'd going 
to Church on the Lord's Day. And when an Ague 
firſt interrupted that conſtant Courſe, he reflected 
on it, with\a thankful Acknowledgment of God's 
great Goodneſs to him in ſo long a Continuance of 
Bis Health. He took a ſtrict Account of his Thae, 
| | Ry an 
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and drew up a Scheme of excellent Rules to be ob · 


ſerv'd by him in his Morning and Evening Devoti- 


ons, in his Buſineſs and Employments, his Solitude 
and Retirements, his Company and Converſe, his 
Refreſnments and Recreations, concluding every Day 
with caſting up the Accounts thereof, and recom- 
mending himſelf to the Divine Mercy and Prote - 
crion. 1 F „e 10 1153} ee ee 
After he had made great Improvements in the Stu · 
dy of the Law, be fil enlarg'd his Knowledge by 
applying himſelf to all Kinds of Learning, going 
thro? all the Mathematical Sciences, and all Parts of 
Philoſophy , together with Phyſick and Anatomy, 
Hiſtory and Chronology.” But above all theſe he 
ſeem d to have made the Study of Divinity the chief 
of all others; to which he not only directed every 
thing elſe, but arriv'd at as high à pitch in it, as 


| — have been expected from him, if Theology 


had been his peculiar Profeſſion. Neither will his ac- 


quiring ſo huge a Variety of uſeful Knowledge ſeem 


very ſtrange; if we conſider how quick and lively his 
Natural Parts were, and how conftantly they were 
exerciſed with an Induſtry that was almoſt indefati- 
gable. He roſe betimes in the Morning, never in- 
dulged the leaſt Idleneſs in any part of the Day, 
ſeldom held any Diſcourſe about News, entered into 
no Correſpondence by Letters, except about neceſſa- 
ry Bufineſs or Matters of Learning, and ſpent very 
little Time in Eatiug or Drinking, obſerving therein 
great Moderation, and always ending his Meal with 
an Appetite; whereby he was not indiſpoſed for any 
Study, to which he thought fit to apply himſelf im- 
mediately after he had dined. © e 
For the Reaſbn already mentioned, I ſhall not ſo 
much as touch on ſeveral Parts of his pious Life. But 
in ſhort, He was a devout Chriſtian, a ſincere Prote- 
ſtant, and a true Son of the Church of England; mo- 
derate towards Diſſenters, and juſt even to thoſe 
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54 Particular Advice'to\, © 
from w hom he differ d moſt, Candid in his Opinions, 
Charitable in his Actions; Plain in his Furniture and 
way of Living, rais'd above the World and the Love 


thereof. As he did not take ſeveral of the Profits he 


might have had by his Practice; io he diſtributed 
the Tenth Penny of all he got to the Poor. And af- 
ter he was a judge, many of the Perquiſites of his 


Place were ſent by him to the Jayles to diſcharge 


poor Priſoners. He was a gentle Landlord to all his 
Tenants, and very liberal to the- Foor, not only of 
his own,” but alſo of the neighbouring Pariſnes; and 


many of the meaner People were often invited to his 


Table. His whole Life, ſo far as could be expected 
in this imperfect State: was ga continu'd Courſe: of 
Piety and Devotion towards God, of ane 
Charity to Men, and of Labour and Induſtry in his 
weighty Employ ments; and when he could borrow 
any Time from the Publick Service, it was employ'd; 
either iu Philoſophical or Divine; Meditations. To 
conclude; His Studies, bis Buſineſs, his, Converſati- 
on; and all his Actions, were regulated with fo great 
Prudence, as well as Innocency and Goodneſs, that 
he was univerſally valu'd and admir'd by Men of all 
Sides and Perſuaſions. ui e een 91G ph 
Imight add many other remarkable Paſſages con» 
cerniag him, together with the particular Deſcripti- 
ons of bis Virtues: But for thoſe I refer the Reader 
to the Hiſtory of his Life and Death, written by the 
Lord Biſhop of Sarum; in which there is an extra- 
ordinary Character given of him, not only by the 


Biſhop, but alſo by a Perſon of the higheſt Eminency 


in the Profeſſion of the Law. There the Reader will 
find how far Sir Muthem Hale was. from being 
inſaar'd by the Temptations which ariſe from Riches, 
Power and Honour, and how deſervedly it muſt be 
acknowledg'd, That he was one of the greateſt Patterns 


the Age afforded, whether in his private Department. as 


4 Chriſtian, or in his more conſpicuous Behaviour as 4 
| = | Gentle- 
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Gentleman, or in his Publick Employments, either at the 
Zar, or on the Bench. t 236Fq%Y 

Another Inſtance of this kind, both for the En- 
couragement, and the Imitation of our young Gentry, 
is that Primitive Man, Mr. George Herbert, who be- 
ing of noble Parentage wanted no Advantages of For- 
tune or Education; neither was he ignorant of the 
Pleaſures and Blandiſhments of a Court, and yet over- 


* 


looking them all, betook himſelf to the Diyine and 


Spiritual Joys of a Religious Life; yea, and ſtoop'd ſo 
low (for the World is apt to think it ſtooping) as to 
ſerve at the Altar, and become a Miniſter of Chriſt 

whom he us'd to call his Maſter Jeſys, and in whoſe 
Service he found a perfect Freedom. His Life was 
written by Mr. Iſaac Walter, from whom 1 ſhall col- 
let ſome of its moſt obſervable Paſſage. 
- He was Born in Montgomery-Caſtle, April 3. 1593. 
His Father was Rithard, the Son of Sir Edward Her- 
bert. Knight, of the Family of the Earls of Pembroke. 
His Mother was Magdalen, the youngeſt Daughter of 
Sir Richard Newport, who was Great-Grandfather to 
Francis, Lord Newport. ' His Father Dying while he 
was very young, he'ſpent much of his Childhood un- 
der the Eye of his Mother, and the Inſtruction of her 
Domeſtick Chaplain, until about the Age of Twelve 
Years he was committed to the Care of Mr. Ireland, 
the chief Maſter of Weſtminſter School, where the 
Beauties of his ſweet Behaviour and innocent Wit 
appear'd fo Lovely, that he ſeem'd to be mark'd'out 
for Piety, and to wear the Livery of Heaven, under 
the more immediate Guard of ſome particular good 

5 5 About the Age of Fifteen having acquir'd a 

conſiderable Knowledge in the Learned Languages, 

and eſpecially the Greek; he was elected out of that 
School into Trinity-College in Cambridge, where he 

conſecrated the firſt Bloſſoms of his Youth to an early 

Virtne, and a ſerious' Study of Learning. Before he 
had been there a Year, in a Letter ſent his Mother, 
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with a Jevout Sonnet, for a Ne- Year, s: Gift, he.chys 


ne Advice to rt 085 


expreſſes himſelf: 

“ But I fear the Heat of Dy late Ague hath 
« dried up thoſe Springs, by which Scholars ſay the 
«Muſes uſe to take up their Habitations. However 
I need not their Help to reprove the Vanity of thoſe 
% many Love- Poems, that are daily writ and conſe- 
<« crated to Venus; nor to bewail that few are writ 
e that look towards. God and Heaven. For my own 


part, my Meaning (Dear Mother) is in theſe Son- 


« nets, to declare myReſolution,*, that my poor A- 
© hilities in ler ſnall be ally; and ever conſecrated 
t to God's Glory. 

In this Hb of chat mort Day of his Life, he 
was a diligent an aſſiduous Student; and as he grew 
older, ſo he grew in Learning, and more and more 
in Favour both with God and Man, the Divine Grace 
keeping his Soul in ſo holy a Frame, as might make 
him worthy to be a Pattern of Virtue to all Poſterity. 
From his firſt, Ad miſſion into Trinity: College, till he 


Was Major-Feilow and Maſter of Arts, all, or the 


greateſt Viverſſ on from his Study, was the Practice of 
Muſick, in which he became a- great Maſter, and of 


which he would ſay, That it did relieve his droop- 


„ ing Spirits, compoſe his diſtracted Thoughts, and 

4 raiſe his weary Soul ſo far above Earth, that it 

gave him an Earneſt of the Joys of Heaven, before 
* he poſſeſt them. 

Dr. Nevil, the generous Maſter. of this College, 
was a conſtant Cheriſher. of his Studies, and ſuch a 
Lover of his Perſon, his Behaviour, and the excellent 
Endowments of his Mind, that he took him often into 


his own Company, by which he confirm'd his native 


Genteelneſs ; and, if during this Time he expreſs'd 
any Error, it was "that he kept himſelf too much re- 
tir'd, and at too great a Diſtance with his Inferiors; 
and ee affected, that his er Cloathes ſhould 
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ſeem to diſtinguiſh both his Parts and Parentage from 
the common Level... 1 

la the Year 1619. he was choſen Orator. for the 
Univerſity, which Office he manag'd eight Years with 
great Reputation; and was much eſteem'd, not only 
by the Univerſity, but by King James and the Court, 
for the Elegant Letters he wrote to the King, in the 
Name of the Univerſity, and the Orations: he made 


before him at his coming to Cambridge. The King 


pare bim * Cure worth an Hundred and Twenty 
ound per Aan alu. 

lov'd by the moſt Eminent and Powerful of the Nobi- 
lity, which often drew him to Court to attend the 
King. The Affection the Earl of Pembroke had for 
him was more than ordinary, not ſo much becanſe he 
was his Kinſman, as. becauſe of his Learning, and 


Virtue, and obliging Behaviour; which excellent 


Qualities made him alſo received into intimate Friend- 
ſnip with the Lord Bacon, and Biſnop Andrems, an 

into great Favour with the Duke of Richmond, an 

the Marqueſs of Hamilton. But God putting an End 
to the Lives of ſome of theſe his moſt potent Friends, 
and King James himſelf ſhortly after Dying, all Mr. 
Herbert's Court-Hopes died with them. Whereupon 
he preſently left London, and li- ed privately with a 


Friend in Kent, ſo devoted to Solitude, that it was 


judged to impair his Health, more than his Study had 
done. In this Retirement he had many Conflicts with 
himſelf, whether he ſhould return to the painted 
Pleaſures of a Court-Life, or betake himſelf to the 
Study of Divinity, and enter into Sacred Orders? 
For ambitious Deſires, and the outward Glory of this 
World, are not eaſily laid aſide. But at laſt God in- 
clined him to put on a Reſolution to ſerve at his Al- 
tar. And When a Court -Friend diſſuaded him from 
it, as too mean an Employment, and too much below 
his Birth, and the Endow ments of his Mind; he thus 


replyed, ** It hath been formerly judged, that the 


_ © Domeſtick 
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anum ; and he was greatly valu'd and 


oY 
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* PDomeſtiek Servants of the King of Heaven ſhould 
« be of the nobleſt Families on Earth; and tho' the 
4 Iniquity of the Times has made Clergy- men mean- 
« ly talu d, and the ſacred Name of Prieſt contemp- 
© tible; yet Iwill labour to make it honourable, by 
« conſecrating all my Learning, and all my poor 
4 Abilities to the Advancement of the Glory of that 
* 'God that gave them, . 
This Reſolvtion he continu'd in: For he was ſhort- 
ly after made Deacon, and alſo Prebendary of Layton 
Eccleſia, in the Dioceſs of Lincoln, by the Biſhop of 
that See; where he ſhew'd his great Piety and Boun- 
ty in Rebuilding the Church there, partly witli large 
Sums of his own, and partly by the Contribution of 
15 Kindred, and other noble Friends. He was reſt- 
eſs till he had finiſh'd this Church, | which he made 
a beautiful and coſtly Mofaick Fabrick, in the Form 
of a Croſs. The Reading-Pew and Pulpit were or- 
der'd by him, to be a littie diſtant from each other, 
and both of the ſame Height, becauſe he thought 
Prayer and Preaching | equally uſeful, and equally 
worthy of Honour and Eſtimation. E 
A ſuitable Match having been propos'd for him, 
and for ſome time tranſſcted, as well as much deſir'd, 
by Friends to both Parties, before they had ſeen each 
other ; he was very ſuddenly Married, after an Inter- 
view of three Days, to Mrs. Jane Danvers, one of 
the Daughters of Charles Danvers of Bainton, in Wilts, 
Eſq; a near Kinſman of the Earl of Danby. She 
rov'd a moſt excellent and 1 — Wife; and the 
Prudence, , Piery and ſweet Temper of 'them both, 
made them ſo happy in their mutual Affections, that 
there never was any Oppoſition berwixr them, unleſs 
it were a Conteſt, which ſhould moſt incline to a Com- 
liance with the other's Deſites. 
About three Moaths after his Marriage, a Preſen- 
tation to the Rectory of Bemerton, near Sarum, was 
procur d for him by the Earl of Pembroke, iron 5 
: | ” aries 


* 


Charles 
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Charles the Firſt, who: had the Diſpoſal of it for that 
Turn. But-tho?. Mr. Herbert had formerly taken 
2 Reſolution for the Clergy, yet at receiving th 
preſentation, the Apprehenſion of the laſt great Ac- 
connt he was to give for the Cure of ſo many Souls, 
made him Faſt and Pray often, and conſider much for 
the ſpace of a Month, not without ſome Intentions 
of declining both the Prieſthood, and that Livin 
And tho' he went to Wilton to thank the Earl for his 
Preſentation, he was ſtill unreſolv d to accept it; but 
Dr. Lam, then Biſhop of Landon, being there, did 
at length convince him of the Evil of refuſing fo 
fair an Opportunity of doing Service to God and his 
Church; and he was thereupon: inducted into the 
par ſonage of Bemerton, about the 35th Year of his 
Age. 1254.15 03: un 4 WI CS: | | AU B34 
lt is not conſiſtent with my deſigned Brevity, to 
relate here the many Inſtances: of the great Sanctity 
of the ſhort Remainder of his Life: A Life! (ſays 
& Mr. Walton), ſo-full of Charity, Humility, and all 
&* Chriſtian; Virtues, that it deſerves. the Eloquence 
Hof St. Chryſoſtom to commend and declare it. A 
« Life that if it were related by a Pen like his, 
« there would be no need to look hack to Times paſt 
« for the Examples of Primitive Piety; for they 
might be all found in Mr. George Herbert. 
When at his InduQion he was ſhut into -Bemertor 
Church, being left there alone to take Poſſeſſion b 
Tolling the Bell (as the Cuſtom. is) he ſtaid in it fo 
much longer than ordinary before he return'd, that 
his Friend Mr. Moodnot look d in at the Church-Wins 
dow, and ſaw him lie proſtrate on the Ground be- 
fore the Altar: At which Time and Place (as he af- 
ter told his Friend) he ſet ſome Rules to himſelf for 
the future Manage of his Life; and made a Vow to 
labour to keep them. The ſame Day he ſaid to Mr. 
Mood not, I now look back upon my aſpiring 
Thoughts, and reckon my ſelf more happy, _ 
in i 
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«if 1 had utlein'd what 1 fo ambitiouſly thirſted for. 
40 I cat no behold the Court with an impartial Eye, 


and ſee plainly that it is made up of Fraud, and 


4 Titles, and Flattery, and many empty imaginar 
5 Pleaſures: Pleaſures ſo empty, as not to Rarity 
*. when they are — d.; but in God and his Ser- 
«vice is a Fulneſs of all Joy and Pleaſure, and no 
4 Satiety: 1 will now uſe I be Endeavours to brin 

« my Relations and Dependents to a Love and Reli- 


< ance! on him, who never fails thoſe that truſt him. 


But above all, | will be ſure. to live well, ' becauſe 
f© the virtuous Life of a Clergy-man is the moſt 


% powerful Eloquence to perſuade all that ſee it, to 
rererence and love, and at leaſt to deſire to live 


like him. And l beſeech that God, who hath ho- 
4 nour'd me ſo much, as to call me to ſerve him at 
4 his Altar; that as by his ſpecial Grace he hath put 
“ into my Heart theſe good Deſires and Reſolutions, 
% ſd he will by his aſliſting Grace give me ghoſtly 


Strength to bring the ſame to good Effect, that my 


humble and charitable Life may ſo win upon others, 


as to bring — to my: ] Es Us, whom l have this 


0 Day taken to be my Maſter and Governor 


<:And''] will contemn my Birth, or any Title or 


* Dignity thaꝛ can be conferr'd upon me, when I 


« ſhall compare them with my Title of being 2 Prieſt, ' 


and the ſerving of Jeſus'my Maſter. /- 
N were his real Sentiments and Purpoſts, 
— in many Parts of his Book of Sacred Po- 
cially in thoſe which he calls the Odour, and 
rl. And that he might the better keep in 
th e holy Rules, which Auch 4 Prieſt as he in- 
tended to be; ought to obſerve, he ſet them down in 
that Ordet as the World now ſees them printed in a 


little Book, call'd the Country Parſon; which was 


wrote for his own private Uſe, but 1 Fabi. u 
ter his Death KA on ne — 5 
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Many other remarkable Paſſages of his moſt pious 
Life may be met with in the large Acconnt given 
of them by Mr. Walton, unto which I refer my Rea- 
In his laſt Sickneſs he was with much Reſpect and 
Affection often viſited hy the Biſhop and Prebendaries 
of Sarum, and by all the Clergy that liv'd near him. 
His Wife, and three Neeces, and his Friend Mr. 
Woodnot, were, with Grief and Sadneſs, the continual 
Witneſſes of his daily Decay; to whom he would often 
ſpeak. to-this e - im coor 4 0 


I now look back upon the Pleaſures of my Life, 
“ and ſee the Content I have taken in Beauty, in Wit, 
« in Muſich, and pleaſant Cunverſation, are now all 
« paſt by me, like a Dream, or as a Shadow that re- 
« turns not; and are all now become Dead to me, or 
« to them. I ſee; that as my Father and Generati - 
“ on hath done before me, ſo J alſo ſhall now ſudden- 
“ ly (with Fob) make my Bed inthe dark.” | praiſe 
“God I am prepar'd for it; I praiſe him that I am 


« not. to learn Patience now: I ſtand in ſuch need of 


« it, and that I have practis d Mortification, and en- 
« deavour'd to die daily, that I might not die eter- 
“ nally. My Hope is, that I ſhall ſhortly leave this 
Valley of Tears, and be free from all Fevers and 
“ pain; and which will be a more happy Condition, 
&« I ſhall be free from Sin, and all the Temptations 
« and Anxieties that attend it; and this being paſt; 
« I ſhall dwell in the New Jeruſalem, , dwell there 
« with Men made perfect; dwell where theſe Eyes 
* ſhall ſee my Maſter and Saviour Jeſus,: and with 
him ſee my dear Mother, and my Relations and 

Friends. But I muſt die, or not come to that 
« happy Place. Theſe, and the like Expreſſions, 
which be utter d. often, may be ſaid to be his Enjoy- 


f 4 / 


ment of Heaven, before he enjoy'd it. 
5 


. 


94 
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On — of his Death he ſpoke thus to Mr. 
Moodnot, My dear Friend, I am ſorry I have no- 
< thing to preſent to my merciful God but Sin and 
< Miſery ; but the firſt is pardon'd, and a few Hours 


* will now put aPeriod to the latter; for I ſhall ſud- 


4 denly go hence and be no more ſeen. Upon which 
Expreſſion 'Mr. Woodnot took occaſion to remember 
him of the Re- edifying Layton Church, and his many 
Acts of Mercy; to which he made Anſwer, ſaying, 
They be good Works, if they be ſprinkled with the Blood 
of Chriſt, and not ot herwiſe. After this Difcourſe he 
became more reſtleſs, and his Soul ſeem'd to be weary 
of her Earthly Tabernacle. He breath'd faintly with 
much Trouble, and was obſerv'd to fall into a ſud- 


den Agony, which made his Wife, in a ſad Surprize, 


. ask him, How he did? To which his An- 
wer was, That he had paſt a Conflift with his laſt Ene- 
wy, and had overcome him by the Merits of his Maſter 


eſus. . | 


His laſt Words were theſe: I am now ready to Die. 


Lord forſake me not now my Strength faileth me; but 
grant me Mercy for the Merits of my Jeſus: And now 
Lord, Lord now receive my Soul. ' © 
$4 0 319 7 MA 11 7 > a Fri 
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My next Example of a Gentleman, whoſe ! 
and Morals were not corrupted, but improved and 

advanced by his Wealth and Greatneſs, ſhall be Sir 
 Nathatiel Burnardiſton, who lived in the = wo of 

King James the Firſt, and King Charles the Firſt ; and 
was five times choſen Knight of the Shire for S olk, 
and once Burgeſs for Sadbury. The Antiquity of his 
Family, and the Honour of his Birth, were raiſed 
higher by his ſecond Birth, and his early Converſion, 


the immortal Seed of Regeneration ſpringing up in 


his pious and virtuous Actions, when he was at School, 
the very Time when too many of his Rank give up 
e ft 05979 Eo 
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After he came to Maturity of Age, notwithſtand- 
ing the Largeneſs of his Eſtate, and the Importance 
of his ſecular Affairs, he oblig'd himſelf to an unin- 


terrupted Conſtancy, both in the private and pub- 


lick Exerciſes: of Religion. it was his Practice to 
Pray in ſecret, and read ſome part of the Holy 
Scripture thrice every Day, beſides the Reading other 
good Books, and joyning in Family Prayers. The 
Sanctification of the Lord's Day was ſo much his De- 
light, that in the Morning thereof he, for the moſt 
part, aroſe the firſt in his Houſe, and having called 
his Children and others up, that they might have 
Time to prepare themſelves for a more reverend At- 
tendance on the Publick Worſhip in the Houſe of 
God, he then betook himſelf to his own preparatory 
Devotions. And as he had a high Eſteem of, and did 
conſtantly attend upon God's Word and Sacraments 
publickly diſpenſed; ſo he was a moſt cordial Friend 
and Well-wiſher to all pious and faithful Miniſters 
and Diſpenſers of thoſe ſacred things; encouraging 
their Labours with a liberal Hand, and manifeſting 
his Zeal for the Preaching the Goſpel; not only by 
his great Care in preſenting Learned and Pious Men 
to the Churches of which he had the Patronage, but 
alſo by his large and extraordinary Bounty towards 
the Advancing! of Religion aud Learning, both at 
home and in foreign Plantations. When any Place 
belonging to his Preſentation became vacant, ſo cau- 
tious was he about the Diſpoſal of it to a fit Perſon, 
that he would ſpend ſome. Days in Faſting: and Pray - 
er to be directed therein; profeſſing ſolemnly, That 
bis Spirit did tremble at the ſetting his Hand and Seal 
to a Preſentat ion, left he ſnhould bring the Loſs of the 
People's Souls to be required af him. And therefore, 
when by all his own Care, and the Advice of Friends, 
ſuch an one could not be procur'd for the Place void, 
that for his, Integrity and good Abilities could give 
him juſt Satisfaction, then he left it — the 
11 8464 etter 
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| — ſort of People in that Pariſh to chuſe their own 
Paſtor. Wh | r | 
It was his conſtant. Practice to be early at Church, 
that he might be preſent to joyn with the Congrega- 
on before there was one Word ſpoken, or one Petiti- 
on ſent up to God. And after the: Publick Worſhip 
was over, as ſoon as he returned home, the fir 
thing he did, was to retire into his Cloſet, to beg a 
Bleſſing from Heaven upon the good Inſtructions he 
had heard: When there was an Opportunity for 


Receiving the Sacrament, he ſpent great part of e-. 


very Day of the foregoing Week in Reading, Pray- 
ing, and Examination of his Spiritual State, that he 
might go to the Holy Supper with a due Preparation 
for it. Neither did his ſingular Piety in the Things 
of God make him the more remiſs ia the Duties of 
Juſtice and Charity towards Men, but rather ren- 
dred him the more accurate in them all. 
- As he was Maſter of a large Family, he ſuffered no 
profane or vicious Perſon to wait upon him; hut his 
Servants were generally Perſons of ſincere Religion, 
Fidelity and Probity of Manners. In the Relation 


of an Husband he gave an illuſtrious Pattern of Con- 


jugal Love, Faithfulneſs and Sweetneſs. To his Chil- 
dren he performed not only the Part of an Earthly Fa- 
ther, in his tender Affection to their Bodies, but alſo 
of a Spiritual or Heavenly Father to their Souls, by 
his ſedulous Care of their Religious Education, and 
by inſtilling into them pious Counſels and Inſtructi- 
ons, and many times by taking them ſeverally into 
his Cloſet, and there Praying over them, and for 
them. And if any of them had offended him, fo 

ſingular was his Moderation and Wiſdom, that he 
would never Reprove, much leſs Correct them in his 
' Diſpleaſure, but waited till he could find a more con- 
venient Time, in which he might do it with a calm 
and cool Judgment, without any wrathful Paſſion. 


On the other fide, he was ſo ready to Ay” 4 
| . them 
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them in Well- doing, that uſually all his extraordinary 
Re ſpects and Favours to them were | diſpenſed 1a- 
ther as the Rewards of their Duty, than the Fruits of 
-bis Ruuntyu... rte ginge! ge 

1 ſhall omit divers Inſtances of his more than-ordi- 
nary Piety, ſevere. Virtue, Heavenly Mindedneſs: and 


juſt Contempt of the World, ;, notwithſtanding, the 


-Splendor of his outward Condition, and the Abun- 


dance of his Temporal Enjoyments. The Reader 


may find a furtber Account of them in the Sermon 
preach'd at his Funeral by Mr. Fairclough, who was 


intimately acquainted with bim and his Family for 


Thirty Years together; from whom. I have collected 
the Subſtance of what is here ſaid of bim. 


51 


- 


I Would not cloy my Readers by multiplying 
Examples of this ſort, I will add but two or three 


more, : tho” there is the leſs Danger of a Sufeit, 
where the Entertainment is ſo innocent and whol- 


ſome. I ſhall-beg leave, in the next place, to preſent 


them with ſame Extracts from the Life and Character 
of 'Fames Bonnell, Eſq; late Accomptant-General of 
Ireland; written by Mr. William Hamilton, Arch-dea- 
con of Armagh; Sold by A. and J. Churchill, in Pater- 
Noſter · Row. A Book, which I wiſh our Voung Gen- 
try (as well as others) would buy and read. Several 


eminent Biſhops in Jreland have given an extraordi - 
nary Recommendation thereof, :coafirming Mr. Bon- 


nel's Character under their Hands, and allowing their 


Atteſtations to be publiſh'd for the Satisfaction of the 


World. >; %% 10 noir hone oye 
The Memorizls of this Gentleman are ſuch a Re- 
preſentation of Piety, with all its Charms about it, 
as ſhews not only the Poſſibility, but the Sweet 
neſs and Pleaſantneſs of a Religious Convert ſation, 
in a' Perſon of no mean Condition or narrow For- 
r 
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The Arch. biſnop of Dublin tells the Readers of Mr. 
Bunaeiles Life, „ That therein they will find ſuch a 
8. Spirit of Devotion, ſo many Marks of a true, ſin- 
7 oere and' unaffected Piety, ſuch ardent Breathings 
ol his Soul to God in ſecret, and ſuch à total and 
©, Entire Reſignation of his Will to God's Will up- 
- on ſeveral Occaſions, as can hardly fail of beget- 
ting the like Diſpoſition in thoſe who peruſe it 
wich a Mind pioufly and devoutly inclin'd. 
enen en e WH 16330081 24 36 8 
The Biſhop of Mearh! ſays, „That he read Mr. 
% BojmelF's Life with great Satisfaction ; and he moſt 
L earneſtly-recommends it to al} devour Chriſtians, as 
« a Life truly Primitive, adorn'd wich all the native 
'«'Beanry of ſincere Religion, in which they may 


e ſee the vaſt Advantages of an Early Piety: And he | 


© hopes this will make them perſuade their neareſt. 
"Relatives to dedicate themſelves to the Service of 
God in their Vouth (as this Gentleman did at Ten 
ears Old) which will have great lufluence over 
4. them all their Life after, as #t apparently had on 
% him! For as he grew in Vears he encreaſed in all 
% Virttes and Graces; and became an eminent Pre- 
c eedent of uniforth 0 
tend entire Refignation in all Conditions. He was 
% (ſays his Lerdſhip) a true Son of the Eſtabliſn'd 
4 Chuteh, and a moſt exact Obſerver of her Rules and 
4 Offices: He was alſo exceedingly Charitable to the 
. PDO; and always Zealous in the Promotion of Pi- 
| 4, Cty and Extirpation of Vice. e 


4 - 
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n : Fa. 144 


The Biſhop of London Derry gives the following 
Teſtimonial of Mr. Bonnell's Piety, Humility, Sweet- 
neſs of Temper, &. 2 * 15 7 40 Cant 79 * + 

4 As to his Piety, it had a Degree of Warmth and 
« Zeal, that ſeem'd near Enthuſiaſm; together with 


< all the Solidity, Conſtancy and Regularity, _ the 
? | « Prin- 


bedience, profound Humility, 
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with his Friends in ſeveral. Inſtances, that othegw iſe 
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Principles of Reaſon and Revelation are apt to pro- 
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< duce,” in a Mind that ſincerely give up itſeſf to be 
conducted by them; the Example was moſt Edify- 
ing, and ſtirr'd up many to Imitation. N 
As to his Humility and Sweetneſs of Temper, 
„they were extraordinary, and made him comply 


* would have been very unealy to him. He ſeenfd to 


have as little of Self in his own Opinions or Qi- 


< as any that I ever, knew, and could with the great- 


le had pp culiar Value for Friendſhip, and the 
Ait, in Periecior 
< eſpecially, that Part of it that is exercis 


« eſt Chearfulneſß ſacri ce his own, Intereſt and 'Ea& 


oy 


eto the Publick and his Friends. 


wt +: , s- 4 


lon, of managing it to Advantage.z 
hy in Re: 


11 


„ proofs; in which he was ſuch a Maſter, that he 


; 
e 


„ £0pld gain Acceſs into the rapgheſt Minds, and 
 repreſeat, to them their Faulrs.with ſo much Artifice, 


f 
4 


4 that they could hot but ſee and acknowledge their 


„ Deformity, without being offended at him who held 


„ Frieodſhip, in 2 Reproof, \tho?/it. be too often the 
* Cavle of its Diſſolution. * „„ 95 2 


* the Glaſs to them!: He could do this, not only co 
„Friends (wich whoſe Humour be was acquainted) 


< but likewiſe to Strangers, with ſuch a Pecullarity of 


N » 


„ Addreſs, that he ſometimes Jaid, the Foundation of 
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Clogher, December, 1702. 


Reverend Sir, 


„ Have with great Satisfaction perus'd your Ac- 
I“ count of Mr. Bonnel's Life and Character, and 
4 


'bis Meditations that are interſperſed, thro' which 


* * 
4. 1 
* : * 


%a had the Happineſs to be well acquainted with 


4 him, and was conſequently à juſt Admirer of his 


trol valvable gbod Qualities and Chriſtian Vir- 
todes; of his exaraordinary Piety, his unaffected Hu- 


ea ab D rf rr. ot rr , ge, e , 
bh py ity, and his unwearied Zeal for the promoting 
.+* Religion and Virtue; ſo l do hope, and with Aſſu- 


rance prot my ſelf, tbat 4 faichfol Account 97 
„ theſe way 40 abundance of Good in the World, 
2 boty Exam 5. ee e dsc a 
„ wehts for Piety, and geen Men much ſooner 
than any Sermons and Diſcourfſfde. 


o 
© x 


.« Publiſhing what you have communicated to me; and 
« that kis good Example may influence many'to an 
Imitation of his holy Life and Converſation, is the 
Treo, ISHS 5 BL 


Ido therefore heartily approve your Deſign in 


29 Reverend — 
| Tour very Aﬀeftionate Brother, 
And Humble Servant, 


St. Geo. Clogher. 


The 


The Biſbop of Clogher writes thus to Mr. Hamilton. 


here ſhines a true Spirit of Chriſtian Piety: And 
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<« of as any | have known; 
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The Biſhop of Domne and Connor gives the like Re- 
commendatiou of Mr. Bonnell's Life, and“ beſeeehes 
„God it may bavę the Effect which is propoſed by 
<< publiſhing: it, to recover the true Spirit and runder, 
« of Religion in this Age. 
The — of Kilmore and Ardagh in the Ad bertle 
ment before the Sermon be-preach'd at Mr. Bannell's' 
Funeral ſpeaks thus of him. 
I can ſcarce think there is any ſerious unpreju- 
<« dic'd Perſon, that but in à tolerable degree tknew: 
„ Mr. Bonnell, who muſt not ſay, if he be true to his 
4 own Senſe of T Things, that hi, Converſation was in 
«© Heaven, in every (even the ſtricteſt) Senſe of the 
« Phraſe; he was truly a Citizen of the New Jeruſa- 
« lem; his Temper, his Diſcourſe, his whole Life, 
« and all his Actions, his way of converſi ing in the 
« World, and in a fort his very Meen beſpoke him 
„ ſuch; a ſweet and unaffected Contempt of this 
« World appear'd in all his Behaviour; as far as [ 
have been able to ſee or learn, in all the Oppottuni- 
„ties he had to enrich himſelf, (which were not a 
« few) Money neither ſtuck to his Fingers nor his 
« Heart; he lived in the midſt of much Buſineſs with 
« a Mind full of Compoſedneſs, with Affectious free 
« from being intangled by Earthly Concernments, or 
& the ſecret Witchcraft of ſeen and ſublunary Goods. 
His Soul was above the Frowns'of Great Ones, as 
cc well as the Careſſes of the common Tort, falthfal to 
ce all in what was their true Intereſt; his ſingular Pru- 
<« gence: and Dexterity in managing | That great and ne- 
ce ceſſary (thoꝰ moſt difficult, and commonly unwel- 
« come) Office of Reproof has been 'touch'd by ano 
« ther Hand, I will: add thereto the mention of only 
% one other holy Art, which he was as great a Maſter 
let the Company wherein 
he was be talking of whatſoever they happened to 
„ fall on, he would, without Affectation, very natu- 


rally, and not ſtraiaing any thing laid for a Conne xi- 


F 3 "on, 


10 "\ Perticular Advice ts 
on, bting about the Diſcourſe to religious and 
profitable Subjects; I have admir'd his Facility 
% ahdigodly Simplicity herein, and I cannot for bear 
c 1 the Study of ſoch edifying Conver- 
ce ſation to all ſerious Chriſtians, eſpecially in their 
c Ford's Day-Table- Talk, and ordinary Viſits ON 
that Day, if they make ane 


| | Dich e 007; 736501 4639047] 
This excellent Fer ſon, of whom ſo extraordinary 


a. Character has been given by ſo many pious and 


learned Biſhops, was born the 14th of November 1653, 
being Son (by Rebecca, Daughter of Thomas Sayer, 
near Norwich. Eſt;.) to Samuel! Bonnell, Merchant, 
who applied himſeit to the Italian Trade at Leghorn 


with! ſuch Succeſs, that he was worth at leaſt Ten 


Thouſand: Pounds; but his Eſtate was ſoon impair'd, 
partly by Loſſes at Sea; and partly by his Zeal for 
the Royal Family, whom he privately ſapplicd in the 
Time of their Sufferings with conſiderahle Sums of 
Money; after their Reſtoration theſe Services, and 
his known Abilities, procur'd him a Patent to be 
Accomprant-General of the Revenue of Ireland, bis 
Son's Life being included in tbe Patent with his ow] n; 
but this he was not long poſſeſs'd of, for he dy'd 


while his Son, the foremention'd James Bonnell, was 


very young, leaving him to the Care of his Mother 
for his religious and wirtpons Education, which was 
ſo bleſsd by the Grace of God, that he ſet out be- 
times in the Way to Heaven, projecnted his Journey 
with jodefatigable; Diligence, and perſever'd ig it to 


the laſt, not ſuffering any earthly Riches, ſenſua! 


Pleaſures, or ſeculgr Honours, to divert him from it. 
„The Hiſtory of his Life may be read at large, as it 
has been written by Mr. Hamilton, with an impartial 
and uncommon Exactneſs. I ſhall only give the Rea- 
dex a ſhort Tranſcript oſ ſome of thoſe remarkable 
Faſſages in it which-are moſt ſerviceable to my pre- 
„„ vos nin ron by (vii 
> * He 
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He remember'd his Creator in the Days of his 
Childhood. At Ten Years old he read Books of De- 
votion with great Delight. At Eleven he us'd to get 
up from his Bedfellows on Sunday Morning to ſay the 
Prayers for that Day out of the Practice of Pzery. At 
Twelve he found it difficult to begin with God as that 
Book directs, and therefore he writ out the Words 
which are there propos d to be faid and put them un- 
der his Pillow, to have them ready at waking. At 
length, by the intenſe reading of that, and! other 
Books of Devotion, his Thoughts were ſo taken up 
with the Things of another World, that he grew cool 

to all the Delights of this. At Fourteen Years of 
Age, being fit for the Univerſity, his Friends thro? 
an over nice Solicitouſneſs about his Education, ſent 
him to a private Philoſophy- School in Oxforaſbire; 
thinking that he would there be more out of the way 
of Temptations than in either of our famous Seats of 
Learning. But how much they were miſtaken ap- 
pears from Mr. Bonnells Account of that private Se- 
minary, where his Tutor (as he ſaith in one of his 
Papers) was too remiſs in Matters of Moralityt and 
Religion, and his Aſſociates ſuch, from whom he 
could not learn any part of Godlineſs, but on the 
contrary all Debauchery, ſo that his Friends Care 
would have been herein deluded, had not the good 
Principles he before imbib'd kept him from the Con- 
tagion of thoſe Examples, and made him abhor the 
conſuming any part of his liberal Allowance in Luxu- 
ry and Voluptuouſneſs. From this Place therefore 
(in which he found, as he himſelf us'd to ſay, all the 
Dangers and Vices of the Univerſity; without the 
Advantages) he remov'd to! Cat bherine- Hall vai Cam- 
bridge, where his Tutor was the learned Dr. Calamy, 
who, upon ſeveral Occaſions, expreſs'd the: Eſteem 
he had for his Pupil, commending him to divers of 
his Friends for his Learning, Gravity, and Manlineſs, 
both in Diſcourſe and ee Ea nn 
ad 4 Olly 
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Conſtancy at religious Duties, being hardly ever 
knowm to miſs Prayers all the Time he continu'd at 
Cambridge. Here he purſu'd thoſe Methods of Devo- 
tion he begun before, and for his better Progreſs in 
them he reſolv'd upon kceping Weekly Faſting Days, 
which all his Life after he religiouſly obſerv'd, finding 
great Benefit by being ſequeſtred from the World, 
inur d to Devotion, and accuſtom'd to Acts of Mor- 
tification and Self-denial; and when ſometimes his 
eager Purſuit of Learning would occaſion a Thought 
tg ariſe in bis Mind, that a whole Day every Week 
was what he could not ſpare from his Studies, with 
* ere he would reject that Suggeſtion, as com- 
ing from his Spiritual Eee. 

My deſign'd Brevity will not ſuffer me to go thro' 
the ſeveral Stages of bis Life after he left the Univer- 
ſity, either in the Family of Ralph Freeman of Aſpeden- 
Hall in Hertfordſhire, Eſq; or in his Travels with his 
Eldeſt Son into Holland, Flanders, and France, or in 
the Diſcharge of his Office of Accomptant General in 
Ireland, which Employment he took into his own 
Hands in the Vear 1684, it having been ſince his Fa- 
ther's Death until that Time manag'd by others for 
his Uſe. In this Place of mueh Buſineſs and great 
Trüſt be was fo. remarkably diligent and faithful, ſo 
dextrous in Diſpatch; and fo ready to oblige, that he 
ſoon equally gain'd the Eſteem of the Government, 
and the Love of all who were concern'd with; him. 
But as Religion ever had the principal Sway in his 
Affections, ſo a mighty Zeal for that, a Contempt of 


this World, and a Mind rais'd above its periſhing 


Concerns, gave him ſtrong Deſires of quitting all ſe- 
cular Employmeats, and. dedicating himſelf entirely 
to the. Service of God. Neither was it any worldly, 
Conſideration which ſuggeſted that Thought to him, 
for the Temporal Advantages of his Office were 
greater than what he could have expected in a long 
Time from any Eccleſiaſt ical Preferment, and his Sta- 

0 5 tion 
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tion was beſides of ſufficient Dignity and Credit. But 


in Things relating to God he conferred not with Fleſh 
and Blood; and nothing hindered. him from actually 
entriag into Holy Ordeis but the Conſideration that 
his Employment was a great Truſt, and that he muſt 
render an Account to God, not only for his Diſcharge 


of it, but for the Hands into which he ſhould put it. 


There might here be added, if there were room 
for it, a copious Narrative of many other obſervable 
Particulars of the Life and Virtues of this excellent 
Gentleman, but thoſe that deſire a full and compleat 
Hiſtory of them may peruſe the ſorementioned Book 
of Mr. Hamilton. e e 

The late pious and charitable Sir Edmund Turnor, 
Knight, who was buried at * roke in Lincolnſhire, April 
14. 1707. is another memorable Inſtance of the ſome- 
times thriving and flouriſhing State of ſincere Religi- 
on, and all Virtue, in the fat Soil of Earthly Riches, 
without being choak'd by any of thoſe rank and vici- 
ous Weeds in which it is too often exuberantly proli- 
fick. Never. was a great and plentiful Eſtate more 
deſervedly conferred on any than on this excellent; 
Gentleman, - becauſe (as ſaith My. Adamſon, who 
preached his Funeral Sermon) never was an Eſtate 
leſs abuſed, or better managed, to the Honour of God 
who gave it, to the Good of Maakind who did fo 
largely partake of it, and to the promoting, the Poſ- 
ſeſſor's own everlaſting Happineſs, by a ſtridly ſober 
enjoying, and a liberal diſperſing it. It would en- 
gage me too far ſhould I here repreſent him in his 
publick Employments and private (Relations, in all 
which he faithfully and honourably diſcharged himſelf. 
But paſſing: by theſe, I will only conſider how far his 
moſt exemplary Piety was from being in the leaſt ob- 
ſtructed, or any way diminiſhed, by the Abundance 
of his Riches, and how his diffuſive Charity was con- 
tinually enlarged in Proportion to the Greatneſs of 
his growing Wealth. RY 

| | is 


a TH A T - | TILE, 
His Piety was no ſuch Toofe, ſoft, eaſy Religion 
as could indulge all the Pleaſures of Senſe, and the 
Luxuries and faſhionable Liberties of à diſſolute Age, 
hut it was truly Chriſtian, in its primitive Purity, ac- 
cording to the Rules of the Goſpel, as profeſſed and 
taught in the Eſtabliſhed Church of England, of which 
he was ever a ſound Member, a great Admirer, and 
a glorious Ornament. He did not think the Baptiſ- 
mal Initiation of Children, or the formal Profeſſion 
of riper Vears, though in the beſt and moſt Ortho- 
dox Communion, ſufficient to denominate or conſti- 
tute any Perſons good Chriſtians, or true Diſciples 
of the bleſled Jeſus, without bringing forth the real 
Fruits of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, is a ſincere Obe- 
dience to the Laws of Chriſt. And to remind him 
daily of this grand Truth, he had for a long Time 
piouſſy plac'd before his Eyes in his Cloſet that excel- 
leut Saying of our Saviour in St. Fohn 15. 8. Herein is 

m Father elvrified, that ye bring forth much Fruit, ſo 
ſhall ye be my Diſciples. 


Hence it was that he care- 
fully regulated, not only the Actions of his Life, but 
even the Words of his Lips, infomuch that Mr. 
- Adamſon ſolemuly profeſſeth, that upon almoſt Forty 
Years happy Acquaintance, and familiar Converſati- 
on with him, he never heard an immodeſt or un- 
ſeemly Word, much leſs an Oath or Curſe, proceed 
out of bis Mouth; for he often and ſerionſly conſi- 
der'd that Determination of the Apoſtle, St. James 
1. 26. J, any Man ſeems to be religions, and bridleth 
not his Tongue, this Man's Religion is vain.  _ 


' He had a great Senſe of true Piety, and to pre- 


ſerve and increaſe it he conſtantly and diligently at- 
tended on all the Sacred Offices of Religion, both 
publick and private. As to Prayer, his whole Life 
was almoſt one continu'd Act of Devotion, with this 


he often conſecrated the very Fields and Woods in 


his private Walks and Retirements, beſides what he 
daily perform'd 1a his Cloſet every Night and Mornu- 
Ns ing. 
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W- 
ing, In His-publick Prayers he contented not himſelf 
with the ordinary Meaſures, being ſeldom ſarisfy'd 
unleſs he had four or five times in the Day been an 
humble and! affectionate Petitioner in ſome or other 
religious Aſſemblies at the publick Service of our 
Church. So frequent was his Participation of the 
Lord's: Supper, that he receiv'd it; where he had Op- 
portunity, (as he always had in London, and at his 
own Seat) every Lord's- Day. And for this great 
Duty he kept himſelf in a conſtant Preparation, by 
his ardent Devotions, ſerious Meditations, and gene- 
rally Weekly Faſtings on the Day before. 

It was no ſmall Regard that he always ſhew'd to 
every thing that any way related to the Worſhip of 
God, the Liturgy, the Utenſils, the Revenues of the 
Eſtabliſh'd: Church, and all Places ſet apart for the 


| publick Offices of it. Some of theſe he erected, others 


he adorn'd and beautify'd, others he endow'd with a 
more. plentifol Proviſion , for the more frequent 
reading publick Prayers, and adminiſtring the Sacra- 
ment. And the pious ' Diſpenſers of theſe Sacred 
Things, how mean- ſoever they were upon other 
Accounts, were treated by him with ſingular Re- 
ſpects, as the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, and the Stew- 
ards of the Myſteries of Gd. | 5 
Such was his exemplary Piety, and the natural 
and happy Effect thereof was his no leſs exemplary 
and moſt extenſive Charity. This he rightly thought 
to be the beſt Acknowledgment he could make of 
the Divine Benignity in giving him ſo plentiful an 
Eſtate. Dona Dei Deo, the Gifts of God ought to be 
return'd to God, was his beloved Motto, deeply en- 
graven on his Heart, as well as on the Front of his 
Hoſpitals. bn U EY. Key 
He ever rejoyc'd when any poor Chriſtian was 
made glad by his Alms. His liberal refreſhing the 
Hungry and Thirſty was a pleaſant Refreſhment, a 
delicious Feaſt to his own Soul, and he thought him- 
| | ſei* 


. 


ſelf more oblig'd to thoſe who recommended to him 


proper Objects for his Alms, than they who receiv'd | 


them were to him for Relief. 90 | 
Voaſt were the Sums he gave to the Poor of the 
whole Neighbourhood round about in the Country 
where he liv'd, and that not as a Diſpenſer of others 
Charity (as ſome falſly reported) but purely out of 
his own Eſtate, tho' he had a Son and Heir to leave 
it to. His occaſional Alms were very great, and his 
free Donations for a conſtant ſtanding Relief to the 
Poor were much greater. He was a noble Benefactor 
to the Four Hoſpitals, and the new Work-Houſe in 
London, and he erected and endowed almoſt as many 
of his own in the Country. That he might be the 
better enabled to do theſe great Things, he took 
care to waſte no part of his Revenues in the extra- 
vagant Superfluities of Pomp and Luxury, chuſing 
rather to deny himſelf in many unneceſſary Enjoy- 
ments of this World, than not be furniſhd with a 
ſufficient Stock for the ample relieving the Neceſſi- 
ties of others. And notwithſtanding all his moſt 
liberal Diſtributions and Donations his Eſtate did 
ſtill conſiderably. increaſe, verifying that Obſervation 
of the Wiſe Man, Prov. 11. 24. There is that ſcatter- 
eth, and yet encreaſeth ; and there is that wit h- holdeth 
more than is meet, but it tendeth to Poverty. 

His laſt Sickneſs ſeiz d his Spirits with (uch Vio- 
tence,” that as it gave his Friends a ſad Apprehenſi- 


on of his approaching Diſſolution, ſo (to his Griet ) 


it diſabled him for that more active and vigorous 


Exerciſe. of Devotion which he ſo much delighted 


in. This himſelf complain'd of, ſaying (for the In- 


ſtryRtion of 'thoſe about him) That in time of Sickneſs 
one was d et unſit for rel.gious Duties, and therefore it 
was highly neceſſary to perform them well and diligently, 
and do the Work of our Salvation, in perfect Health. 


To 
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To theſe, Noblemen and Gentlemen I will now 
only add three or four, no leſs, illuſtrious Examples 
of the other Sex, of which the firſt ſhall be that moſt 
religious Lady the Right Honourable Mary Counteſs 
Dowager of Warwick, Who dy'd Anno 1678, and 
whoſe juſtly. celebrated Character is given us by 
Dr. Walker in his Virtuous Woman. She was (to uſe 
ſome of che Doctor's Words) ſuch an heroick Inſtance 
of this ſort, as may ſilence. all Cavils of inſuperable 
Difficulty and Impoſſibility in a religious Life. This 
noble Lady had as much ſecular Wealth and Gran- 
deur to exalt her Spirit, as much Buſineſs to diveit 
her, as much Plenty to entertain her, as much Beau- 
ty to tempt her, and as much Favour to entangle her, 
as any of her Rank could have, and ſhe liv'd in an 
Age in which ſerious Piety was no very modiflior fa» 


| ſhionable thing; and yet in the midſt of all theſe Diſ- 


advantages ſhe left behind her as noble a Pattern of 
bright and unblemiſh'd Virtue; of true, humble, un- 
2 fruitful Religion, as can any where be pro- 
; Great was the Honour of her Birth and Family, 
her Father was Richard Earl of Cork, her Brothers 
were, Richard Earl of Burlington and Cork, Roger Earl 
of Orr ery, Francis Lord Shannon, and the Honourable 
Robert Boyle, Eſq; that profound: Philoſopher, accom- 
pliſh'd Orator, excellent Divine, and moſt devout 
Chriſtian. - Her Six Siſters were nobly and honoura- 
bly marry'd, and herſelf was marry'd to Char/es Earl 
of Warwitk. It was no ſmall Luſtre which all theſe 
her noble Relations did, by a mutual Reflection of 
their Worth jand Dignity, give to and receive from 
her; but ſne ſnined moſt reſplendently in the Rays of 
her own Perſonal Endowments and Excellencies, both 
natural and acquir' d. To ſay nothing of her Wit and 
Parts, the Qnickneſs of her Apprehenſion, the Clear- 
neſs of her judgment, the Strength of her Memory, 


the Gracefuloeſs, Promptneſs, and Pertinency of her 


Speech, 
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Speech, the PoliteneB of ther Behaviour; and the of 
Greatneſs of her Skill in the Art of obliging; to paſs 
over in Silence her ample and generous way of Living, had 
the Freeneſs and Splendor of her Hoſpitality, the | 
Conſtancy and Faithfulneſs of her condeſcending met 
Friendſhip, the Dexterity of her Management in a . 
the Variety and Difficulty of her Affairs, and man Goc 

- other ſuch Accompliſhments; which the World ad- Ser 
mires, and which'ſhe counted but Loſs and Dung in 
Compariſon of the Excellency of Chriſt Feſus our Lord. 
To pretermit all theſe, Iſhall-chiefly recommend her 
moſt amiable and worthy Example in that Which al- fol 
ways had the chief Place in her Care and Heart, her | dou 
Religian and Piery) i bn e et eee 
Good Education made her ſober and virtuous, but Ade 
yet ſhe would freely confeſs; that ſhe underſtood little 
or nothing of the Life and Power of Religion upon or 
her Soul till after ſhe! Was marry'd, and came into | Was 
that pions and noble Family; where ſhe ſaw the re- Lib. 
gular Performance of Divine Worſhip, obſerv'd the | 8 
Order and good Government, and had the Opportu- ed : 
nity of hear ing the moſt _— and ſubſtantial | #7: 
Truths frequently inculcated in edifying and practical Ker. 
Sermons The applying herſelf to the Bufinefſs of | OF \ 
Religion in good earneſt was alſo not a little pro- rage 
moted by Afflictions aud Retirement. Her great Dif- | Hun 
ficulty and Remora, as ſhe afterwards acknowledg'd, | ploy 
was her Love of the Pleaſures and Vanities of the | and 
World, which ſhe neither knew how to reconcile deri 
with the Strictneſs of Religion, nor yet could be con- der 
tent to part with for that, whoſe Sweets and better | PY * 
Ww Pleaſures ſhe was not then acquainted with. God | ſhe 
i therefore gradually weaned her, by rendring more | The 
= inſipid what had too much delighted her, and by | Was 
giving her Vacancy and Leiſure to acquaint herſelf | Supf 
more throughly with that Spiritual Wiſdom, all 
- whoſe Ways ſhe found to be Ways of Pleaſantneſs and dom 
Peace, far more pure, ſolid and ſatisfying, than ay Faſti 
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of thoſe empty and ſoon withering Joys that are 
to be met with in the Ways of Vanity, which ſhe 
had now forſaken; and having made ſo happy an 
Exchange, ſhe encourag'd others to try the Experi- 
ment} 2710 ait: [33628] | 03.» #3 Wo 

No ſhe moſt unreſervedly devoted her ſelf to 
God's Love, and Fear, and Service, making à ſtrict 


Scrutiny into the State of her Soul, whether the 


Grounds of her Hope were firm, and whether her 
Evidences for Heaven were ſuch as would bear the 


Teſt of holy Scripture. She was circumſpectly care- 
ful to abſtain from all appearance of Evil, and in all 
doubtful Caſes to take the ſureſt ſide. Hence it came 
to paſs that ſhe would never uſe ſome ornamental 
Additions of artificial Beauty, nor play at any Games 


where there was Danger of waſting precious Time, 


or breaking forth into evil Paſſions; but yet none 


was farther from cenſuring others for uſing their 
Liberty in ſuch Things as they accounted lawful. 


She many Fears kept a Diary, wherein ſnhe record- 
ed the daily Frame of her Heart towas ds God, his ſignal 


Providences tomards her, us gracious Manifeſtations, 
Returns of Prayer, Temptations re ſiſted, or prevailing, 
or whatever might be uſetul for Caution or — 
ragement, or afford her Matter of Thankfulneſs or 


Humiliation. The firſt Hours of the Day were em- 
ploy d by her in reading the Scriptures, and Prayer, 


and Meditation; and then à ſhort Dreſſing and or- 
dering her Domeſtick Affairs took up the remain- 
der of the Morning, till Chappel-Prayers, at which, 
by her conſtant Preſence and reverent Behaviour, 
ſhe gave a- devout Example to her whole Family. 
The Lord's-Day, that Hedge and Fence of Religion, 
was of great Account with her; and at the Lord's- 
Supper, that Food and Suſtenance of the Soul, ſne 
was a frequent and affectionate Communicant, ſel- 
dom omitting to prepare herſelf for it with folema - 
Faſting. In the hearing God's Word .ſhe _ ver 

- erious 
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ſer ious and attentive, and after. Sermon ſhe recol- 
lected what ſhe had heard, always by thinking, and 
ſometimes by writing, that ſhe might the better turn 
it into Practice. 1110 


Nor was ſhe leſs ſolicitous to make others good 
than to be ſo herſelf,” for which End ſhe la bour d to 
repreſent Religion as amiable, and free from vulgar 
Prejudice, as ſhe could, that it might not ſcare, but 
allure Men, and inſinuate it ſelf into their Love and 
Liking. In the accurate Regularity of her Life ſhe 
was not ſour or moroſe, but of an affable, pleaſant, 
and agreeable Converſation; and ſhe kept herſelf free 
and diſintereſted, that none might ſuſpect a Deſign of 
making Proſelytes to any but to God. She obſerv'd 
all the Orders of the Church of England, in its Li- 
turgy and publick Service, to which ſhe daily attend- 
ed, yet was very far from placing Religion wholly 
or chiefly in Ritual Obſervances, Whatever Com- 

pany ſhe was in it was uſually perfum'd with her good 
. Diſcourſe, not abruptly, upbraidingly, and impor- 
tunely, but wiſcly, ſweetly, and ſeaſonably; anfl 
where ſhe had a particular Kindneſs or perſonal In- 
_tereſt;ſhe would improve the Authority of her Friend- 
. ſhip to gentle but free Admonition, pleading; the Cauſe 
of God, and of the Souls of them to whom: ſhe; ſpake, 


— 


Vuith ſuch melting Charms and powerful Perſua bons, 


as could not calily he reſiſt ed: If ſne had any Ambi- | 


tion, it was to be the Miſtreſs of a religious Family, 


and her great Care of the Souls of her Servants 


ſnewed it ſelf, in 8 their Preſence at God's 

publick Worſhip, in inſtructing them, and preparing 

them for the Sacrament, and in ſcattering good Books 

in all the common Rooms and Places of Attendance, 

that thoſe that waited might not loſe cheir Time, but 
well employ it. 007 Jails north; 

_ Her. Juſtice was alio' as great as her Piety, of 

which there were fignal Evidences in her faithful 

. Diſcharge of the Duties of every Relation wherein 


ſhe 


its Li- 


. % ' f ( 


W = 

ſhe was placed, whether as a Wife to her Husband 
living, or as Executrix to his Will, and Truſtee 0 
the Eſtate he left; or as a Mother, as a De 
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as a Siſter, as a Miſtreſs, as a Landlady, as a Neigh- 
bour, in all which the foremention'd Dr. Walter very 
largely and particularly repreſents with what Care 
and Exactneſs ſhe acquitted herſelf. But the Exube- 
rancy of her Charity and Liberality was the moſt 
conſpicuous Crown that beautify'd and adorn'd all 
her. other Virtues. While ſhe. had in her Lord's 
Life-time a ſeparate Maintenance ſettled by Marriage 
Articles, ſhe. gave the Third Part thereof to charita- 
ble Uſes. When ſhe came to the Poſſeſſion of ſo large 
an Eſtate as her Lord bequeath'd her for her Life, ſhe 
in good meaſure made it true what a great Perſon 
was reported to ſay, That the Earl of Warwick had 
“ given all his Eſtate to pious Uſes; meaning there- 
by that he had given it to this noble Lady, who 
would ſo convert it. ty 5 : 
There were ſome great and real Objects of her 
Charity, which were not ſo to vulgar Eyes or Purſes, 
on whom ſhe would privately and ſurprizingly con- 
fer noble and ſuitable Aſſiſtances. This ſometimes 
drew from her a whole Bag at once, but made no 
Noiſe, for ſhe was no leſs tender of their Modeſty 
than compaſſionate to their Neceſſity. She was very 


liberal to Foreigners, who fled hither to preſerve 


their Religion. And for the Encouragement of Learn- 
ing, as well as Religion, ſhe either wholly, or in good 
meaſure, maintain'd many young Scholars of hopeful 
promiſing Parts at the Ukirertty; allowing ſome 
Thirty, ſome Twenty, ſome Ten, ſome Eight, ma- 
ny Five Pounds per Annum. She put to School all the 
poor Children, not only of LZeez, but of the neigh- 
bouring Towns, that were willing to learn, and be- 
ſides paying their Teachers ſhe gave them Books, 
and ſometimes Cloathing. Great was her Bounty 
to diyers Miniſters of the Church of England, whoſe 
G Livings 
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Livings were ſo ſmall as not to yield them a Subſiſt- 
ce, and to ſome Proteſtant Diſſenters who wanted 

= of It was no ſmall Number of Paor that ſhe conſtantly 


* 


with, Proviſion purpoſely made for them; and ſhe 


built them a convenient Houſe at her London Seat (as 
they had one at Leez) to ſnelter them from Rain and 


Heat while they receiv'd their Dole; and when ſhe 
- Was at London with her Family, and no Houſe was 
kept at Leez, ſhe took care that there ſhould notwith- 
ſtanding be good; Beef and Bread provided for the 
Poor of Four adjacent Pariſhes 3 by her Will ſhe or- 
der'd- the ſame to he continn'd Three Months after 
her Deceaſe, and. gave a, Hundred, Pounds to be di- 
tributed to them, at, or ſhortly after, her Funeral. 

A little before her Death God was pleas'd in a re- 
markable manner to impreſs the Thoughts of her ap- 
proaching Diſſolution on her Soul, tho' there were 
no viſible: Symptoms of it then on her Body, as ap- 
og from a Tranſcript Dr. Walker took out of her 

iary, which contains an Account of the laſt Sunday 
of her Health, and was wrote the Day before ſhe was 
taken ill. Her Preparations. for Death had been a 
long time habitual, it was one of the moſt conſtant 
Subjects of her Thoughts, and ſhe was often heard to 
Ay, if ſhe might chuſe the Manner and Circumſtances 
of her Death-ſhe would die praying; herein ſhe ob- 
tain'd her Wiſh. She had had four or five Fits of an 
Ague, and being freed from them for ſeveral Days 
was in an hopeful. way of Recovery, till April 12, 
1678, on which Day having ſat up ſome time, ſhe 
ſaid ſhe would go into her Bed, but firſt would de- 
ſire one of the Miniſters then in the Houſe to go to 
Prayer with her; and immediately one of them being 
call'd, and come, her Ladyſhip, who always us'd to 
kneel, now fitting in her Chair, by reaſon. of her 
Weakaeſs, almoſt in the beginning of the Fragen b 
i.. ED car 


of 


- 


fed, not only with Fragments and broken Meat, but 
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heard to fetch a Sigh, and ſo on a ſudden depart- 
ed; thus liv'd, thus dy'd this noble Lady, in the acti- 


al Exerciſe of Prayer, according to her own Deſire; 


ſhe had Riches. and Honour in abundance, as is ſaid of 
Jehoſhaphat, 2 Cron. 17. 5. and yet ſhe. was not 
puffed up by them, but, as it there follows, ver. G. 
her Heart was lifted up, or encourag'd, in the Ways of 
the Lord. EN 3 . 
Another Example of the Triumphs of Piety and 
Virtue over the Temptations incident to Secular 
Grandeur may be the Right Honourable the Lady 
Frances Digby, who was the moſt religions Conſort 
of the truly noble Simon Lord Digby before com- 
memorated, her - admirable - Qualities being no leſs 
worthy of the Ladies Imitation than his of the Gen- 
tlemens. She dy'd at Coles-hill in Warwickſhire, Sep- 
tember 29, 1684. Her Character was very ſincerely 
and impartially deſcrib'd by the Pious and Reverend 
Mr. John Kettlewell, in the Sermon he preach'd at her 
Funeral, from whom I ſhall collect what I think moſt 
obſervable in her. „„ 
She was a great Inſtance. not only of all common 
Virtues, but of. thoſe which are almoſt loſt in the 


Preſent Age, which ſeem to reign ſcarce any where 


but upon Men's Tongues, as if they were impracti- 
cable Duties, rather to be prais'd and talk'd of than 
perform'd. Her Actions made even thoſe more rare 
and neglected Graces, viſible to all, and convinc'd a 
remiſs and ſlothful World that they are real Things, 

and not meer Eutopian Perfections. God had en- 
dow'd her with ſo ſweet a Teinper, that to be uni- 
verſally kind and pleaſing was one of the moſt natu- 
ral Things in her Complexion, which made a Religi- 
on conſiſting in Love and Charity to be ſoon embrac'd 


without Oppoſition, and gave great Opportunity to 


her virtuous, wiſe, and cateful Mother to begin very 
early to cultivate this rich Soil, and plant the Seeds 
of Goodneſs in it; before the Vices of the World 
5 N G 2 | could 
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could make their Attempts upon her; ſhe inſtructs 
ed her moſt ſucceſsfully by excellent and plain Rules, 
Thewn to the Life in a brave Example, and the hum- 


ble and well-compos'd Spirit of ſuch a Daughter was 
readily prepar'd to receive the Impreſſions, follow 
the Counſels, and tread in the Steps of ſo worthy a 
Mother. Under the Influence of this happy Educati- 
on ſhe foon arriv'd at a juſt and generous Con- 
tempt of the World, even in the midſt of all that 
could make her value and be in love with it; and in 
the Spring of her Years, an Age moſt ſubje&t to 
admire it, ſhe notwithſtanding kept it ſtill without 
her, and liv'd above it. | . 
After ſhe was depriv'd of that dear and noble In- 
ſtructor and Pattern, whom by a diſcerning Choice, 
as well as filial Affection, ſhe greatly delighted to ob- 
ſerve and imitate, the Divine Care provided a moſt 


ſuitable Husband for her; and to the Intimacy of 


their Conjugal Relation there was quickly added a 
more exalted Friendſhip, founded upon Likeneſs of 


Souls and virtuous Grounds, and deſign'd to ſerve 


the moſt excellent Purpoſes of Religion, in making 


each other better and wiſer. Thus liberally had. 
_ God endow'd this excellent Lady. with Inclinations 


to Virtue and Goodneſs, and with Reſolutions to ri- 
pen and improve them, from, which ſhe could not be 


taken off by any Allurements of Riches, Pleaſures, 


and Honours; and had ſhe been afforded a longer 


Life, wherein to employ her Talents, the Increaſe 
might have been in a greater Meaſure and Proporti- 


on ; but tho? her Race was quickly done (for ſhe dy'd 
in the Twenty-third Year of her Ape) yet ſhe run 
much in a little Time, and in her green Years was 
grown ripe in the true Ends and Art of Living. 

Her Piety towards Almighty God made her daily 


converſe with him in her Cloſet-Retirements, and 
very conſtantly in the publick Aſſemblies, not allow- 


ing herſelf to neglect his Worſhip and Service 1 
| is: „ rt 
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little Reaſons and Inconveniences, by which the 
Sloathful and Delicate are apt to excuſe their too 
frequent Omiſſions. And as no Motive but ſincere 
Religion brought her to Church, ſo ſhe affected to 
appear there in a plain Dreſs, not ſeeking to re- 
commend herſelf to others by elaborate Attire, and - 
outward adorniag, but only to God by-the Devotion 
of her Mind, and the Ornament of an humble and 
meek Spirit. She was in a conſtant Preparation, as 
all good Souls are, for the holy Sacrament, and 
careful to embrace all Opportunities of joyning in it, 
her hearty and unfeigned Devotion not coming now 
and then by Fits, but being an habitual Practice, 
firmly ſettled and deeply radicated; neither did ſne 
ſhew a ſmall Inſtance of a governing Piety in her 
calm and unconteſting Reſignation. to the Divine 
Will under the ſharpeſt Trials; ſhe could truſt God 
with any thing that belong'd to her. When ſhe was 
ſurpriz'd with Death ſhe look'd on the ſweer Babe 
which ſhe was to leave behind her as ſo ſecure in the 


_ Cuſtody of the Almighty, and under him in the Care 


of her dear Husband, that the Thoughts of it did 


not in the leaſt trouble her. Whatever happen'd 


ſhe preſery'd herſelf in an even Temper, being only 
duly affected, not violently tranſported. In her Bo- 
dily Pains ſhe would ſhew nothing of a diſturb'd Spi- 
rit, but was wont to be pleas'd with all that was done 
about her. By the Divine Aſſiſtance ſhe had acquir'd 
a ſtrange Power over her Deſires and Incligations, 
and could command and reſtrain thein almoſt in any 
thing, ſo as to be ready to deny. herſelf for a good 
End, as Occaſion offered. W 1 
Although ſhe ſprung from an illuſtrious, noble 
Stock, ſhe was not forward to make known the Ho- 
nour of her Blood, nor ſeem'd to prize herſelf upon 
it, but ſhew'd the true Spirit of Nobility, which is, 
that when all other Perſons, to keep up Degrees and 
Order in the World, do — and honour Titles, 
We 3 yer 
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yet they who wear them overlook and deſpiſe them, 
and value themſelves only upon what is their own, not 
what is deriv'd from Anceſtors. As for all the Splen- 
dor and Gratifications of the World, ſhe ſeem'd gene- 
rally ſo indifferent in the Purſuit, and ſo unaffected in 
the uſe. of them, as plainly ſhew'd ſhe fat looſe from 
them; ſhe was ſo much above pompous Appearance, 
and ſo inclin'd to ſolid Goodneſs, that her Generoſity 
would not ſpend it ſelf upon any Vanity or Extrava- 
gance, but to Works of Piety and Charity, wich a li- 
f Soul and an open Hand ſhe would moſt readily 
contribute; theſe indeed were her Heart's Delight, 
and if ſhe valu'd Money upon any Account, it was for 
the Opportunity and Satisfaction of doing good with it. 
Humility was her beloved Grace, which ſhe ſought 
of God with Earneſtneſs, and attained to Admiration; 
inſtead of being exalted in her own Mind, by reflecting 
upon her high Birth, and ber great Advantages of Eſtate 
and Honour, ſhe retained no more than a juſt and mo- 
derate Eſtimate of them all, and did not think herſelf 
the better or more deſerving becauſe ſhe had them, nor 
others the worſe becauſe they wanted them. 


Theſe are ſome of thoſe Excellencies which-adorned 


herſelf. And as for her Carriage towards all the World 
belides, how truly Chriſtian a Part ſhe acted, in a con- 
ſtant Kindneſs and good Nature, in a courteous Affa- 
bility, an excraordinary Candor, and a moſt obliging 
Eaſineſs of Converſation, Mr. Kettlewell has largely re- 
preſeated, unto whom I refer my Readers 
Hier Death was very ſudden, ſuſpected by none, nor, 
in all appearance, by herſelf, until ſhe awaked in the 
fan of it, and ſaid, ſhe was a dying. This was very 
ſhort Warning; and though after a well ſpent Life it 
could not endanger the Safety, yet was it a mighty 
Trial of the clear Conſcience and firm Hopes of this 
excellent Perſon, If any thing had. ſtuck upon her, or 
ſhe had been conſcious of any thing to affright her, then 
no. doubt had been the Time to fear, when the Judge 


* 
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had ſent the Summons, and call'd her to come before 
him. But whether from the Applauſe of a good Con- 


ſcience, which having been hitherto à faithful Guide, 
proved now a: Comfort to her, or whether from the 


Intimation of ſome good Angel, who was come to car- 


ry off his Charge (if Angels do then begin a Correſ- 
ondence, and give kind Intimations, when a Soul is 
Juſt leaving the Body, and going to converſe and be 


 Fellow-Citizen with themſelves) from which ſoever of 


theſe Cauſes it happen'd, thus it was, this pious, Soul 
in that Surprize had a clear, chearful Confidence and, a 
Fore-taſte of that Joy and Peace which God was pre- 
paring for her. Tho'.ſhe knew ſhe was going in, haſte, 


ſhe could with great Compoſedneſs ſpend ſome of thoſe 
few Minutes ſhe had remaining, to declare her Mind 
in ſome Things ſhe would have ordered. And ob- 


ſerving her Nurſe that was attending her to fall a 
weeping, ſhe undiſturbedly rebuk'd her, and bid. hep 
not to weep for her, for ſhe was going to be happy. 


| My next eminent Inſtance of this ſort ſhall be Mrs, 
Elizabeth Burnet, late Wife of the Right Reverend the 
Lord Biſhop of Sarum, a Lady whoſe Life will be a 


ſtanding Pattern to Poſterity, as of all Piety and Vir- 


tue, ſo particularly of overcoming the Temptations, 
and improving the Advantages of Wealth and Honour. 
I ſhall here inſert the Account that is given of her by 
the Reverend Dr. Goodwyn, Archdeacon of Oxford, in 
the Second Edition of her moſt pious and excellent 
Book publiſhed under this Title, A Method of Devoti- 
on, or Rules for holy and devout Living, with Prayers on 
ſeveral Occaſions, and Advices and Devotions for t he ho 

Sacrament. The fhort Hiſtory which the Doctor Wit 

none Truth and Juſtice has given of her I ſhall tran- 
ſeribe in his own Words, with very little Abridgment 


of them. 


She was born the Sth of November in the Year | 166 L, 
being the Eldeſt Daughter of Sir Richard Blake, Knight, 
£25 21-7 0b (the 
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(the fifth Son of Thomas Blake of 8 in the 
County of Southampton, Eſq; ) and of Elizabeth the 
Daughter of Dr. Bathurſt, a Phyſician in London, one 
of eminent Piety, and of the moſt conſiderable Men of 
his Profeſſion in his Time. | 

At Eleven Years Old ſhe began to have a true 
Senſe of Religion, and read with great Application 
the Books that were put into her Hands, but was not 
quite ſatisfied with them, aſpiring after more ſolid 
and ſublimer Notions than what ſhe found in them ; 
on this account it was that more than ordinary Care 
was taken to make her think meanly of herſelf, ſhe 
being bred up in the greateſt Priyacy poſlible. 

At a little more than Seventeen Years of Age ſhe 
was marry'd to Kobert Berkely of Spetchly, in the 
County of Morceſter, Eſq; Grandſon of Sir. Kober: 
Berkely, that was a Judge in Ring Charles the Firſt's 


Time, which was procured chiefly by the means of 


that Apoſtolical Man Dr. Fell, late Lord Biſhop of Oæ- 
_ ford, who was that young Gentleman” s Guardian, and 


bad taken the Care of his Education. That great Pre- 


late, ſo famous for his Piety and Learning, thought 
that the aſſiſting him in that Match was the greateſt 
Service he ever did him. 

When ſhe came into that Family ſhe found this 
Gentleman's Mother a zealous Papiſt, and a Woman 
of a good Life. This put her upon taking eſpecial 
Care to ſtudy her own Religion in a larger Compaſs, 
in order to underſtand the Controverſies between our 
Church and the Church of Rome, that ſhe might be 
able to preſerve her Husband and herſelf from the Ar- 
Tifices and Inſinuat ions of the Popiſh Prieſts, and the 


Influences of his Mother, who had great Intereſt in 


him, 

At the ſame time ſne obliged berſelf to a more than 
ordinary Strictneſs in all the Offices of Piety, and in 
her whole Conduct, that ſhe might adorn her own 


Profeſſion by a N Practice, conſtantly governing 


herſelt 


_ — u- — — 
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herſelf by the Rules of true Religion, and of a ſevere 
Virtue, inſtead of which in the Church of Rome is too 


often found only the outward Shew and Appearance of 
them; and therefore living in the Country, where ſhe 
had much Leiſure, ſhe ſpent great part of her Time 
in Devotion and Reading; and when ſhe would di- 
vert herſelf with Work, ſhe had generally ſome Per- 
ſons to read to her. When her poor Neighbours 
came to viſit her, which, beiag encouraged. by her, 


they often did, that ſhe-might ioſtruQ them, without 


ſeeming to take too much. upon her, ſhe would fre- 
quently read good Books to them. 

In this manner ſhe lived for Six Years, being eſteem- 
ed and loved by all that knew her, even by thoſe who 
on the account of different Opinions in Religion were 
likely to be moſt prejudic'd againſt her. | 

In King James's Time, when the Fears of Popery 
began greatly to encreaſe, and Biſhop Fell died, who 
had great Influence over Mr. Berkely, to prevent his 
being wrought upon by his Relations, at a Time when 
they had mighty Hopes of their Religion heing ſettled 
here, ſhe prevailed with him to go to Holland, and 
travelled with him over the Seventeen Provinces. 

After this they both fixed at the Hague, where 
ſhe was ſoon known, and grew into the Eſteem and 
Friendſhip of Perſons of the higheſt Rank, till about 
the Time of the Revolution, then they return'd into 
England, and went to Sperchly, his Country Seat. 

ere ſhe went on in the happy Conrſe of Life 
ſhe was at firſt engaged in, increaſing continually in 
Knowledge and good Works; ſhe had generally ſome 
young Perſons in her Family, whom ſhe well improv'd, 
both by her Inſtructions and Example, ſo that there 
was quickly a viſible Alteration made in them. 
Her Knowledge and Virtue made her every Day 
more and more taken notice of in that Country. She 
contracted an intimate Friendſhip with the then Lord 
Biſhop of Worcefter, who has left fo great a Fu 3 

in 
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hind him * his eminent Piety and Learning, Dr. Stit- 
ling fleet; he to his Death continu'd in an high Eſteem 
of her, and has been often heard to ſay, © That he 
« knew vot a more conſiderable Woman in England 
„ than ſhe was. Nor was ſhe leſs eſteem'd by the 
Dean of that Church, the preſent Lord Biſhop of Ox- 
| ford, who had always a high Value for her. But the 
Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, that now is, having a particu- 
8 Relation to her, treated her always with ſuch a 

eſpect, and expreſſed his Eſteem of her on all Occaſi- 
ons in ſuch Terms, that her great Humility and Mode- 
ſty made her aſham'd to receive it. Thus ſhe continu'd 

to live with Mr: Berkely, till the Year of our Lord 


. . 1693, when he died, and was buried with his Anceſtors 


at Sperchly. 

In her Widowhood, as ſhe bad more Time and Lei- 
ſure, fo ſhe apply'd it hol! y to Devotion, to reading, 
to Acts of Charity, and the Offices of Friendſhip; par- 
' ticularly ſhe took upon her the Care of her late Hus- 
band's Proteſtant Relations, as if they had been her 
own, and was indeed a Mother to them all as long as 


ſhe liv'd, ſnewing a great Concern for them and Kind-. 


neſs to them even at her Death; ſhe was allo very kind 
and obliging to all the reſt of his Famil7. 

She had then a very plentiful Income, which ſhe ma- 
naged with great Prudence, as well as with an high de- 
gree of Charity, and was indeed uneaſy ak, all other 
kind of Expences but what went that way. 

While ſhe continu'd at Sperchly ſhe kept an hoſpita- 
ble Table, to which the neighbouring Clergy were al- 
ways welcome; ſhe paid true Reſpect to thoſe of them 
that were in low Circumſtances, heartily eſteeming 
them for the Sake of their Functions and Labours; ſhe 
frequently made them Preſents of the moſt uſeful Books, 
and to ſome ſhe generouſly lent Money, without requi- 


ring any Security, expecting only to be paid when, by 


the Providence of God, they might be put into more 
eaſy Circumſtances. 


She 
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She ſpent ſome Time in Morceſter at the Biſhop's 


palace, with Biſhop b and Mrs. St:lling fleet, 


with whom ſhe had a moſt particular Friendſhip, 

And Mr. Berkely ordering in his Will a great Sum 
of Money to be raiſed out of his Eſtate to erect an 
Hoſpital at Worceſter for poor People, ſhe had it much 
at Heart to ſee that brought to Perfection as ſoon as 
was poſlible; and it pleaſed God to continue her Life 
till ſhe ſaw it was ſettled. Beſides the Care of this ſhe 
took upon her ſeveral Charges, in relation to his Af- 
fairs more than the Law requir'd, in the Payment of 
Debts and Legacies. And here ſhe continu'd ſtill one 
eminent Inſtance of Charity, to which ſhe had enga- 
ged Mr. Berkely in his Life-time, which kind of Cha- 
rity is now, by the Bleſling of God, e almoſt all 
over England, in ſetting up Schools, for the Inſtructi- 
on and Education of poor Children, which ſhe after- 
ward encreas'd to a much greater Number. 

She had early an Iaclination to exerciſe her Pen in 
ſeveral ſorts of Compoſition, which ſhe was thought 
by her Priends to do to ſo very good Purpoſe, that it 
encourag'd her to employ much of her Time that 
way ; and while ſhe was a Widow ſhe made the firſt 
Draught of her Method of Devotion, for her own Uſe 
only, conſiſting of ſuch Rules and Directions as ſhe 
reſolv'd to conduct herſelf by, and which indeed had 


been all along the Meaſure of her Practice. 


She continu'd a Widow near Seven Years, and then 
was marry'd to the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop 
of Salisbury, where ſhe found a Family of Children, 
which ſhe treated, not with a falſe Indulgence, nor 
with an unnatural Severity, but with that Care and 
true Concern for their Education as if they had been 
her own, and was indeed loved and reſpected by them 
as if ſhe had brought them into the World, of which 
the Biſhop was ſo ſenſible, that he had, by his Will 
then made, left them entirely under her Care and 
Authority in ſo abſolute a manner, that it _ — 
0 ; ; eldom 
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ſeldom known that ſo much was truſted even to the 
proper Mothers of any Children; and the Biſhop 
judging right, that he brought Bleſſing and Happinek 
enough into his Family by bringing herſelf into it, 
deſir'd her to ſecure all her own Eſtate and Income to 
herſelf, with a Power to make ſuch a Will as ſhe 
pleas'd, to which he bound himſelf to conſent ; ſo ſhe 
continued the Miſtreſs of all that was her own, and 
allowed for her own Entertainment that which. did 
not exceed the Rate of a Boarding-Houſe, that ſo ſhe 
might the more abound in good Works, which the 
Biſhop readily accepted of, tho' he was willing, and 
often told her ſo, that nothing at all ſhould be allow- 
ed upon that Account, for ſhe had in herſelf a Trea- 


\ ſure valuable beyond all Riches. 


After this ſhe extended her Charity farther than 
ſhe had done before, and indeed inſtead of giving a 
double Tenth, or a fifth part of her Income that way, 
which is the largeſt Proportion that any have ſuggeſt- 
ed, as taken from the Jewiſh Conſtitution, ſhe was 
very uneaſy at taking a fifth Part of it to fer own 
Uſe ; ſhe ſeldom went beyond it, but was much oftner 
within it, by which means ſhe was able to give many 


Sums away in charitable Uſes, and particularly the 


Number of Children taught at her Expence 1n and 


about Worceſter and Salisbury were above an Hundred. 


And now ſhe grew into a more general Acquaint- 
ance, and was continually riſing higher in the Eſteem 
of the World as ſhe was more known; ſhe enter'd in- 


to Friendſhip with ſome Perſons of the greateſt Qua- 


lity, which made no other Alteration in her than the 
increaſing her Zeal of doing more Good as her Intereſt 
was enlarg'd; the being rich in good Works was vi- 
ſibly the greateſt Deſign of her whole Life, and that 
which ſhe moſt of all delighted 1a. 

_ Notwithſtanding the Interruptions which a more 
encral Acquaintance gave her, ſhe ſpent as much 
Tine as ſhe could get to herſelf in writing upon Di- 
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vine and Moral Subjects, and was prevaiPd: with to 
conſent to the printing of the Firſt Edition of her 
Book, which, as well as the Second, was all entirely 
her own compoſing, without any Aſſiſtance or Addi- 
tion by any Perſon whatſoever. E 0 ro 
This being very much approv'd of by many of her 
Friends, ſhe thought ſhe could make it more uſeful, 
by adding a great deal to it out of many other Pa- 
pers ſhe had by her; and ſhe printed a Second Editi- 
on of it at her o¼/n Expence, that ſhe might diſpoſe 
of it among thoſe whom ſhe thought moſt likely to' 
be improv'd by it. ren s. Ki 1 
She kept a conſtant Journal of her Life, and every 
Evening ſpent much Time in recollecting her Actions 
and Diſcourſe that Day, and would call herſelf to a 
ſtrict Account in every Particular, that the Errors of 
every Day paſt might be avoided in thoſe that were 
to follow. | 6 EY 
She continually labour'd under a weak Diſpoſition 
of Body, which grew upon her at length ſo much, 
that it was thought ſhe could not eaſily get over it; 
on this Account ſhe was advis'd to go to the Spaw 
for the Recovery of her Health, which Journey ſhe 
undertook in the. Year 1707, and whereſoever ſhe: 
went ſhe was receiv'd with great Marks of Eſteem and 
ReſpeRt by Perſons of the moſt eminent Ranks. 
After her Return ſhe ſeem'd for ſome Time in a 
better State: of Health, until ſhe was taken with a 
Pleuritick Fever, of which ſhe died February 3, 17053. 
In this her laſt Sickneſs the Diſtemper falling upon 
her Lungs ſhe was not able to ſpeak much, but ſnew- 
ed all along an entire Reſignation of Mind to the 
Will of God, and a patient enduring the Pains ſhe- 
felt. Thus departing this World, after ſhe had liv d 
in it with a true and juſt Contempt of all its Vanities 
and empty Pleaſures, and a careful improving its 
Riches and Honougs to the beſt Uſes, ihe _—— ; 


— 
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full of good Works into the Joy of her Lord, there 
to receive an ample Reward for them. 

After. this ſhort Account of her Life Dr. Good. 
wyn further enlarges upon her Character, to excite 
an hearty Imitation of all her Chriftian Graces and 
Virtues, which, together with her Method of Devo- 
tion, he moſt defervedly recommends © 

- The laſt Lady, whoſe exemplary Piety I ſhall here 
commemorate, is the Lady Elizabeth Brook, Daugh- 
ten to Thumas Culpepper of Wigſale in Suſſex, Eſq; and 


Siſter to John Lord" Culpepper of Thorefiay, who for 


his great Loyalty and eminent Services was created 
a Baron by King Charles l. Her Mother was the 
Daughter of Sir Stephen Slaney. But her Family did 


not derive ſo much Honour upon her as ſhe reflected 


back upon her Family! by her perſonal Virtues. She 
was educated under her Grandmother the Lady S/a- 
ey, marry d very young to Sir Robert Brook, a Gen- 
tleman of a good and virtuous Life as well as a 
Eſtate. And though ſhe was young, and rich, 

and beautiful, ſhe was à prudent, dutiful, faithful, 
and loving Wife, a tender, affectionate and careful 
Mother, reſtraining her Children from Evil, accord- 
ing to her Power, and bringing them up in the Nur- 
thre” and Ad munition of the Lord. For as ſhe had de- 


voted herſelf to God and Religion very early, riſing 
in the Morning of her Age to attend the Work and 


Service of her great Lord, ſo ſhe deſired and endea- 
voured that all her Children might do the ſame, nei- 
ther was ſhe unſucceſsful therein, eſpecially as to her 
Sow Sir Robert, and thoſe of her Daughters that liv'd 
to any Maturity of Age, for they all inherited the 
Vertues of their Mother. This excellent Lady gave 
a rare Example of Goodneſs in all the Places where 


ſhe liv'd, as well in London as in the Country, and 
eſpecially at Corkfield- Hall in Suffolk,” where ſhe paſs'd 


the greateſt part of her Earthly Pilgrimage. Many 
were the worthy Accompliſhments, by which ſhe was 
| re 
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her ; but the greateſt Glory that ſhin'd in. her was 
Religion, to which ſhe earneſtly apply'd herſelf in the 
Power and Strictneſs of it, and continu'd to practiſe 
it with great Zeal, Conſtancy and Steadineſs through 
the Courſe of a long Life, from her Youth to her ex- 
tream Old Age, and her dying Hour. Her quick 
Apprehenſion , ſolid. Judgment, retentive Memory, 
and other good natural Parts, were induſtriouſly em- 
ploy'd, not in ſearching after the moſt delicate and 
refin'd ſenſual Pleaſures, nor yet in reſtleſs projecting 
how to augment her Earthly Riches, State and Gran- 
denr, but in purſuing the moſt excelleat Improve- 
ments of uſeful. Knowledge, true Wiſdom, and ſincere 
Piety. Hence it came to paſs that in Length of 
Time, by diligent reading the beſt Books, and fre- 
quent Converſe with learned Men, ſhe became one of 
the maſt know ing Perſons of her Sex, eſpecially in 
Divinity; neither was this any great Wonder, ſee- 


ing ſhe was an indefatigable Reader of the Sacred 


Oracles, and the choiceſt Commentaries upon them 
that are extant in our Language; ſome of the Works 
of the ancient Philoſophers, tranſlated into Engliſh 
were alſo perus'd by her, and her Knowledge was not 
a little increas'd by what ſhe gather'd from thoſe great 
Lights among the Heathens. 5 

To pious and profitable Sermons ſhe not only gave 
a great Attention in the Church, but heard them re- 
peated again in her Family, that ſhe might the more 


carefully remember ſach Paſſages in them as either in- 


ſtructed her Mind or affected her Heart, or gave Rules 
to her Life, for ſhe endeavour'd to improve all her 
Knowledge (thro' Divine Aſſiſtance) into a ſuitable 
Practice, to which End ſhe wrote down with her own 
Hand the chief Subſtance of many Sermons ſhe had. 
heard, and digeſted ſome of them into Queſtions and 
Anſwers, or under Heads of common. Places, that 


they might be the Subject. Matter of her 8 
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recommended to all that had the Happineſs to know 


l o 
8 Wr 1 


— 


" 
— 


" a 
— — = — — 
* A * * — „„ 
. ery — 
. 


A wr 


* 
— 
8 
* 888 8 
— 
2 


* 1 
re 1 « ah - os 1 4 
— 9 

. Ti —_ 


n 
— 2 


— 


ing upon herſelf but as a Steward of her Eſtate, ſhe 


96 Particular Advice to 


| Meditations. The Exactneſs of her Picty made her 


have a univerſal Reſpe to all the Divine Commands, 
and her holy Zeal for the Obſervance of them was the 


more conſtant, becauſe it was guided by true Chriſti- 
an Wiſdom, and ſuch Prudence as never degenerated 
into Craft, nothing appearing in all her Converſe con- 


trary to Sincerity. 


Her Religion was ſcrious, ſolid, and rational, with- 
out Superſtition on the one ſide, or Enthuſiaſm on the 
other, yet ſhe had both a juſt Veneration for external 


Decency in the Worſhip. of God, and a high Regard 


to the Holy Spirit as ſpeaking in the Scriptures, and 
by them guiding the Underſtanding, inclining the 
Will, and Sue the Affections. She had a pious 
Concern not only for her own. Soul, but for all thoſe 
that liv'd in her Family, providing for them the daily 
Help of Morning and Evening Prayer, with the read- 
ing of the Scriptures, perform'd by her Chaplain, be- 
ſides the foremention'd Repetition on the Lord's Day 
of what was preach'd in the publick Congregation, 
and the catechizing the younger People-in her Houſe 
pace 14 Foirtnight,. | | 
Such was the Extent of her Love and Charity, that 
all with whom ſhe convers'd had ſome Share therein, 
but with this difference, that the more Chriſtian and 
holy any were the more they had of her Regard ;, and 
that ſhe ſhew'd a moſt peculiar Value for God's Am- 
baſſador's and Miniſters, the Guides of Souls, eſteem- 
ing what they deliver'd (if. conſonant to the holy 
Scriptures) as a Meſſage from Heaven. | 
She was ſo ſtrictly juſt, that ſhe could not endure to 
polleſs or keep any thing without a Title in Conſci- 
Ence as well as in Law, and was particularly tender 
in reference to Tithes, giving away all that ſhe held 


by that Title to thoſe that took the Care of the Souls, 


except a little Portion Learly reſerv'd for repairing 
the-Chancels belonging to her Impropriations , look- 
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gave a conſiderable part of it to encourage Chriſt's 
Miniſters, and to relieve his poor Members, this ſhe 
did ſo readily and chearfully, that when there was 
any true Occaſion for charitable Benevolence, it was 
never any Queſtion with her whether ſhe ſhould give 
or not give, but only in what Proportion ſhe ſhould 
extend her Bounty, according to the Largeneſs of her 
Heart, the Openneſs of her Hand, and the Utmoſt of 
her Ability; thoſe alſo that needed not her Relief 
were Witneſſes of her great Liberality ; her Genero- 
ſity was ſuch, as one would have thought there was 


no room for Alms, and her Charity ſuch; that it was 


wonder'd how fhe could ſo plentifully entertain her 
Friends, but a provident Frugality and Management; 
with the Divine Bleſſing, enabled her to do both to 
Admiration. N videos! 
Private Devotion, and the pious Exerciſes of the 
Cloſet, were the Joy of her Life, a conſiderable Por- 
tion of her Time was daily employ'd in them; they 
were not perform'd by her meerly as a Task, but in 
theſe ſhe found the ſweeteſt Retreſhments, as ſhe 
would often profeſs, in theſe ſhe molt gladly as well 
as humbly convers'd with 'God ; and as for his pub- 
lick Worſhip, and his holy Day, they were the De- 
light of her Soul, a Day in his Courts being better 
to her than a Thouſand elſewhere ; and having emi- 
nently priz'd and Improv'd the Lord's Day, it pleas'd 
God on the Evening of one of them to take her to 
himſelf, to keep an everlaſting Sabbath in his m 
immediate and glorious Preſencgce. 
I muſt not omit, that notwithſtanding her Wealth, 
and Honour, and Quality, in the World, her exqui- 
ſite Knowledge, eminent Goodneſs, and the mighty 
Value her Friends had juſtly for her, in the midſt of 
all theſe Enjoymerits and Attainments, Vertues and 
Graces. ſhe was greatly humble, and cloath'd with 
the Ornament of a lowly Spirit, not ſtain'd with the 
leaſt Tinckure, that could be obſerv'd, of Vain-glory 
i H | or 
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or Self- admiration; which Humility was the more 


illuſtrious by the Acceſſion of Politeneſs and Com- 


plaiſance, 'in a courteous entertaining all Perſons 
with Civilities proper to their ſeveral Qualities, ſo 
that ſhe oblig'd all, tho? ſhe was ever careful that no- 
thing in Converſation might border upon theſe Free- 
doms that diſhonour God and blemiſh the Chriſtian 


Profeſſion ; ſhe was ſtrictly religious, but without 


Melancholy or Sourneſs upon her own Spirit, with- 
out Moroſeneſs and Cenſoriouſneſs towards others. 
To her particular Friends ſhe was endear'd by her 
Prudence, Fidelity, and ſingular Aﬀection; to her 
Servants and Tenants ſhe was neither imperious nor 
oppreſſive, but juſt and kind; to her Neighbours, of 
what Rank ſoever, ſhe was all that they could rea- 
ſonably deſire; ſhe was alſo a loyal Subject to her 
Prince, moſt paſſionately concern'd for King Charles 
the Firſt, when his Enemies were contriving his hor- 
rid Murder; being earneſtly deſirous that an Hand 
from Heaven might have prevented that execrable 
Wickedneſs, ſhe kept a private Faſt in her Cloſet on 
his Behalf; and when ſhe heard of his Death, ſhe re- 
ſented it with the Paſſions of a Mother, profeſſing, 
That the Loſs of one of her deareſt Children came not 
nearer to her Heart. She was a true Mourner under 
the Sufferings, Excluſion and Exile of King Charles 
the Second, and ſo diſpuſted at the then uſurping 
Powers, that ſhe would not joyn in the keeping of ei- 
ther the Faſting or Thankſgiving-Days appointed 
by them in reference to their Deſigns or Succelles ; 
but ſhe much rejoyc'd in his happy Reſtauration. 


She. was alſo conformable to the Church of England, 


and one of the greateſt Ornaments of our Communi- 
on. Though ſhe reſpected Piety in all forts of Men, 
and reliev'd ſome Nonconformiſts with a liberal Hand, 
yet ſne much diſapprov'd and lamented the Separati- 
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- She made the moſt excellent Uſe of her Riches and 
Honour, and God was pleas'd to bleſs her with Length 
of Days, for ſhe liv'd to the 824 Year of her Age. 

he Cloſe of her Life was a continu'd Languiſhing 
for divers Months, attended ſometimes with great 
Pains, under which Patience had its perfect Wort; 
when her Body was reſtleſs her Mind was calm; and 
her Conſcience witneſs'd to her Integrity; ſhe ex 
pir'd almoſt inſenſibly, and had at the laſt an eaſy 
Paſſage to that Happineſs which is the Reward: of 
Faith and Holineſs. If any defire a fuller Acconnt 
of her, they may read her Life written by Mr. Narh. 
Parkhurſt, from whom I have extracted the Subſtance 
of this ſhort Narrative. 3 VE) 

If this Chapter had not been alteady of ſo great 
2 Length, there might have been added to the pre- 
ceding Examples feveral others no leſs eminent; 1 


will here only mention the Names of fome few, toge- 


ther with the Authors that have given ſome Account 
of their great Piety and Virtue; notwithſtanding all 
the Temptations that might ariſe from their Riches 
and Honour. Of this Number, and highly worthy of 
Imitation, were, e „„ 5 , 

The Right Honourable William Lord Ruſſel, Baron 
of Thornhauph in Northamptonſhire, deſervedly com- 
memorated in Mr. Walker's Sermon at his Funeral, 
September 16, 1613. KI M3 

 Denzell Lord Holles, in Mr. Reyner's Sermon at his 
Funeral. | . 

The Honourable Robert Boyle, Eſq; in the Sermon 
at his Funeral preach'd by the Lord Biſhop of Sarum. 
Sir John Gayr; Alderman of London, in Mr. Hardy's 
Ser mon at his Funeral, 1645. | 
Sir Thomas Adams, Knight and Baronet, and Al- 
derman of London, in Dr. Hardy's Sermon at his Fu- 
neral, March to, 1667. | | 

Mr. Richard Fiſhburn, Merchant, in Mr. Shate's Ser- 
mon at his Funeral, May 10, 1625. | 

| H 2 Peter 
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Peter Whalley, Eſq; in the Sermon at his Funeral 
preach'd at Northampton by Dr. Reynolds, who was af⸗ 
terwards Biſhop of Nor mich. 


The Right Honourable the Lady Dorothea: Helena, | 


Counteſs Dowager of Derby, in Mr. Hunter's Sermon 
at her Funeral. 4 
The Right Honorable the Lady Frances Counteſs 


of Carbery, in Biſhop Taylor's Sermon at her Funeral, 


1650. 

The Right Honourable the Lady Frances Pager, the 
religious Conſort of William Lord Paget, in Mr. Jens 
* ' Sermon at her Funeral, November 12, 1672. 


The Right Honourable the Lady Elizabeth capel, 


Dowager, in Mr. Barker's Sermon at her Funeral, 
> I&6 Te 
The Right Honourable the Lady Cuts, in Dr. Ar- 
rerbury y's Diſcourſe occaſion'd by her Death. © -, 
The, Right Honourable the Lady Aun Holles, the 
pious Confort of Francis Lord Holles, in Mr. Waters's 
Sermon at her Funeral, May 4. 1682. 
I be Right Honourable the Lady Mary Vere, Relict 
of the pious, noble, and valiant Sir Horace Vere, Ba- 
ron of Tilbury, in Mr. Gurnal's Sermon at her Funeral, 


January 10, 1671. 


The Lady Maynard, in Dr. Revs Sermon at her 
Funeral. 41 

The Lady Mary Langham, the religious Conſort of 
Sir James Langham, in Biſhop Reynolds's Sermon at 
her Funeral, Where, after the Biſhop had much com- 
mended her early Piety, her great Knowledge in the 
holy Scriptures, and the moſt ſubſtantial Books of Re- 
ligion, her uaweary'd Conſtancy. in the Duties of the 
Cloſet, as well as devout Attention on God's publick 
Worſhip, her honouring Holineſs in the pooreſt and 
meaneſt Perſons, her Contempt of this World, and 
Preparations for the other, her Meekneſs, Modeſty, 
and Humility, her dutifol Reverence towards her Pa- 


: Tents, her Conjugal Affection to her very worthy and 
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dear Husband, her more than ordinary Care in the 
Education of her Children, her Affability and Kind- 
neſs to her Servants, whom ſhe greatly encourag'd un- 
to holy Duties, her eminent Charity to poor diſtreſſed 
Perſons, in viſiting, edifying, comforting, and libe- 
rally relieving them, her patient waiting upon, plead- 
ing with, and truſting in God, under her Sickneſs, and 
Extremities of Travail, and other Pains, alſo that 
Tincture of Holineſs which ſtill appear'd even in her 
diſturb'd Expreſſions, when the Diſeaſe affected her 
Head; he at length concludes his Character of her 
with theſe Words. Thus liv'd and dy'd this excel- 
* lent Lady, a worthy Pattern for the Great Ones of 
t her Sex to imitate, ſuch Works will follow them in- 
« to another World, where none of the Vanities of 
© this, no Pleaſures, no Pomp, no Luxury, no Bra- 
« very, no Balls, no Interludes, no amorous or com- 
“ plemental Diſcourſes, or other like Impertinences 
„ of the World, will have any Admittance. | 


Thus we have ſeen how ſincere Religion, Piety and 
Virtue have been conſpicuouſly exemplity'd in ſome of 
the Great, and Rich, and Honourable, of all Ranks, 
in Sovereign Princes, Noblemen, Gentlemen, and La- 
dies, and that too in every Age of their Lives, as well 
in their Youth as in their riper Vears; may theſe illu- 
ſtrious Inſtances fully convince the Voung People of 
Quality that ſhall peruſe them how poſlible and practi- 
cable it is to be truly good as well as great; may the 
lively and indelible Idea's of ſuch noble Examples re- 
main impreſt upon their Minds, ſo as to provoke a 
juſt Emulation, and inſpire them with a mighty Cou- 
rage and Reſolution for the like excellent Practices, 
whatever Obſtacles they meet with; O let thoſe ho- 
nourable and renown'd Perſons of former Times, that; 
have gone before us in the Paths of Virtue, have an 
efficacious Influence upon us that are now living, both 
ta inſtruct and excite us by 125 never dying Memory 
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102 Particular Advice to ce e 
of their glorious Actions; O that we may all of us in 
this Nation, ſo far as we can, according to our ſeveral 
Stations and Capacities, diligently tranſcribe the admi- 
rable Copies they have ſet us, and as fairly repreſent 
them to the World as they have done before us; by 
ſuch an Imitation we ſhall not only be wiſe, and good, 
and happy in our own Perſons, but it is hop'd that our 
Examples alſo will have the like auſpicious Influence on 
the Generations that are yet ta comm. | 
Such an Imitation, if ſincere, tho? Jeſs perfect, will 
not be without ſome good Effect; for I would not have 
any Young Perſons of better Rank be diſcourag'd, if 
upon comparing themſelves with the foremention'd 
Heroes, they ſhall perceive, that notwithſtanding their 
earneſt Deſires and Endeavours they ſtill come ſhort of 
thoſe eminent Degrees of Piety and Virtue which were 
conſpicuous in ſome of the excellent Patterns here ſei 
before them. 7080 | | TR” 
O noble and generous Youth! If you ſtudiouſly fol- 
low theſe great Examples according to your Power, 
 altho? your Zeal for God and Religion be not forthwith 
all Flame and inexhauſtible Activity, as ſome of theirs 
was, tho' you be not at all times ſo prompt and forward 
in every Act of Love to our bleſſed Lord, nor ſo flow 
to Anger when hated and affronted by Men, nor ſo per- 
ſevering in Patience upon continu'd 'Provocations, nor 
ſo entirely and ardently affected with Divine Things as | 
ſome of them were, altho' you as yet want that Pitch of 
Contempt for this vain World, that exact and regular 
Command over your Appetites, that Height of Abſti- 
nence and Self-denial, that Eaſe, Delight and Watch- 
fulneſs in Prayer, that Aſſiduity and Pleaſure in holy 
Meditations, that Depth of Humility and Poverty of 
Spirit, that Fervour of Charity, that Gladneſs in ſhew- 
ing Kindneſs, that Readineſs in forgiving Injuries, to 
which ſome of thoſe Worthies did happily arrive, this 
Defect of ſuch high Degrees in your Imitation of their 
Graces and Virtves will be mercifolly pardon'd, and by 
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{till approach 
any of them bave given you. It hugely becomes every 
one to labour after the higheſt Degrees of Holineſs and 
Virtue which are attainable, but tho' his weak Endea- 
yours come ſhort of others, if he be ſincere in the Uſe 
of them he ſhall be graciouſly accepted, and ſuitably 


rewarded, according to the Meaſure of his Attainments. 
When in the Parable, Zuke 19, one Servant improv'd 


his Pound to Ten Pounds, another his to Five Pounds 
and a third only doubled his, all theſe were welcom'd 


with a Well done good and faithfnl Servant, and every 


one of them had a proportionable Reward; none was 
condemn'd and puniſh'd but the wicked and flothful 
Servant, who made no ſuitable Improvement of what 
he had receiv'd. . | | 


AA 
Of the Means of overcoming the Difficulties and 


| Temptations to which the Toung Gentry may be 
epos d more than others, ne 


2 we * 2 — 


N the former Chapter we paſs'd thorough a ſpacious 
1 Field of Virtue, where we beheld the victorious 
and ſucceſsful Exerciſes thereof in many illuſtrious Ex- 
amples; we have ſeen the Gallantry of thoſe noble 
Minds, thoſe truly generous Souls, who, even in their 
younger Years, would not ſuffer themſelves to be en- 
ſnared and captivated, either by the deceitful Ineſcati- 
ons of Fleſh and Blood, or the gilded Pageantry of 
worldly Grandeur; their wary Circumſpection and un- 
weary d Diligence, Courage and Conſtancy, made them 


bravely preſs forward in their way to immortal Glory, 


without bending under the Weight of their Secular 


103 
perſevering in your Prayers and Endeavours you will 
earer and nearer to the exacteſt Patterns 
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ignities, Honours and Treaſures, or being diverted 
from their ſteady Courſe by the abundance of thoſe ſen- 
ſible Eaticements with which they were ſurrounded ; 
aud it the Young Nobility and Gentry of the preſent 
Age will take the ſame Meaſures, and obſerve the ſame 
Methods thoſe Worthies did, with as careful a Condu& 
and as ſtedfaſt a Reſolution, they will alſo obtain' the 
like glorious Conqueſt ; for what ſnould hinder them 


from being equally ſucceſsful ? The Difficulties and 


Trials were as great, the Human Paſſions and Infirmi- 
ties were not leſs in thoſe former than in theſe latter 
they may arm themſelves with the ſame Spiritual Wea- 
pons, and receive the ſame Divine Aſliſtances that the 
other did, if they be as fervent in their Prayers, and as 
ſincere i in "their Endeavours ; thoſe that are now 'fo hap- 
pily triumphing did not conquer in their own Strength, 
but chrough Chriſt that ſtrengthened them, through him that 
loved them; and he that lov'd them and ſtrengthen'd 
them will ſhew the like Affection and afford the like 
Aids to the Chriſtians that are now in this Militant 
State, of what Rank ſoever they be, provided they take 
what care they can not to deviate trom the Rules nor 
degenerate from the Patterns that have been given 
eh. 
Thoſe inſtructive as well as animating Examples be- 
fore produc'd make it therefore the leſs neceſſary to in- 
ſiſt much on the Means and Inſtruments of overcomin 
the Temptations which occaſionally ariſe from t 
Riches, Honours and Pleafures of the World, when 
they are plentifally enjoy'd in younger Vears; and ſince 
molt of the Cautions, Exhortations, Directions and 
Motives in the former Part of Tenth's Grand Concern, 
cofitaining general Advice to young Perſons, may be 
of no ſinall Uſe for this End to the Young People of 
Quality that will ſeriouſly peruſe them, and impartially 
apply them to their own Souls, I may for that reaſon 
be the more ſparing in the particular InſtruQions 
that more peculiarly concern their Caſe, ſome few how- 
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ever of this nature ſhall be here offer d to their Conſi- 
deration. | - „ 
Their Dangers, as hath been before ſhewn, chiefly 
ariſe either from the Flatteries of thoſe ill Perſons who 
are apt upon all Occaſions to ſooth aud careſs them, or 
from the Allurements of thoſe Earthly Things, the 
large Poſſeſſion of which, unleſs wiſely manag'd, will 
eaſily enſnare their Affections, and furniſh ſuitable 
Matter to feed their Vices. K 


I. It is therefore in the firſt place of great Concern 
that Young Gentlemen and Ladies guard all the Ave- 
nues of their Hearts againſt the Enchantments of Flat- 
tery; if they greedily ſuck in the ſweet and perfum'd, 
but poyſonous Breath of a diſſembling Paraſite, and de- 
light in his wheedling Behaviour and extravagant Prai- 
ſes, which (to ſerve his own Ends) he is continually 
beſtowing on their Perſons and Endowments, or their 
Conduct and Managery, this treacherous Man may ea- 
fily wind himſelf into their Eſteem and Affections, and 
ſoon betray them into fatal Errors by the Power and 
Subtilty of his bewitching Inſinuations. It will require 
a cautious Vigilancy in noble and generous Youth to 
avoid the Snares that are oftentimes laid for their Vit- 
tue in the very Applauſes that are given it, and the 
falſe Commendations that ſecretly. undermine it. Some 
are ſo much over-run with a ſtupid and ridiculous Va- 
nity, in that Opinion of themſelves which their Birth- 
and Fortunes have produc'd, that they hardly perceive 
another's Intentions who flatters them never ſo groſly 
and openly ; the approaching Ruin of ſuch Perſons 


_ ſeems very ro! am, almoſt inevitable, neither will it 


be to any great Purpoſe to give them an Admonition, 


which they are not like to accept if they ſhould chance 
to read it; but let me beſeech thoſe that know Things 
better than to be ſo palpably gulPd, that they have a 
care they be not impos'd on by the refin'd Artifices of 
the more polite and skilful Flatterers; let me 1 
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them, that in all their Converſation with their pro- 
feſs'd Friends, complaiſant Acquaintance, and humble 
Servants, they keep their Eyes continually open, ob- 


ſerving all their officious Motions, penetratiug to the 


bottom of their ſeemingly juſt Praiſes, and ſeeing at a 
diſtance the Ends of every Applauſe, and the Conſe- 


quences of every fine ſpecious Propoſal annex'd to it, 


or they had need to uſe great Attention to ward off 
the Blows of a politick Iaſinuation and more cleanly 
Flattery, the Precipices towards which it leads may be 
bid with painted Landskips of pleaſant Groves, Gar- 
dens, aud Palaces, and the Mines it digs under their 
Feet may be cover'd with Roſes ; but if by their care · 


leſs Temerity they ruſh upon the one, or by their un- 


wary Steps ſlide into the other, their Fall will be al- 
ways accompany'd with Diſgrace and Regrets and per · 
haps ſometimes with Deſpair and Deſtruction. = 
Many Young Noblemen and Gentlemen of an ex- 
cellent Genius, which ſeem'd to diſpoſe them for all 
Wiſdom, and Virtue, and true Honour, yea, and ſome, 
who being religiouſly educated, were in all appearance 


pious and devout, as well as ſober and virtuous, have 


been miſerably carry'd away into the Paths of Sin and 
Eternal Ruin by hearkening to the ſubdolous Inſinuati- 
ons of flattering Companions, Dependents, and Favou- 
rites; of this one of the Halian Princes had a notable 
Warning given him by a certain Prieſt, who (as Mon- 
feur Bal/as tells us) preaching before him of the Duty 
of Sovereigns, and being weary of dwelling upon the 

eneral Theſis, broke thro” it on a ſudden into the fol- 

owing particular Addreſs to the Prince himſelf, © May 
* it pleaſe. your Highneſs, ſays be, I bad a very ſtrango 
* Viſion laſt Night, merboughts the Earth open'd be- 


= 


te fore me, and I could ſee diſtinctly to its very Centre, 


* I beheld the Puniſhments of che other World, and 
among the Wicked of paſt Ages I could diſcern roa 
* many of the preſent,.— yet having formerly obſer- 
N ved their Lives I did not wonder to ſee them arri- 


* ved. 
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* ved at a Place to which I knew they had wholly bent 
« their Courſe; but that which ſtruck me with the ut- 
e moſt Aſtoniſhment was, that I eſpy'd Yo, Sir, in 
* this unhappy Company; and as I could not but be 
4 fill'd with Surprize and Trouble at ſo unexpected an 
« Adventure, Icry'd out to your Highneſs, Is it poſſi- 
be ble a Man ſhould loſe his Soul by ſaying his Prayers! 
« That your Highneſs ſhould go this Way ! You who 
« are the beſt and molt religious Prince in the World! 
« To which your Highneſs anfwer'd with a Sigh, I 
„ dont go, Father, I am led. But ſurely it will be but 
ſmall Conſolation to a Man in Hell to be able to ſay, - 


that he did not wholly bend his Courſe thither by his 


own Inclination, but was unhappily led into that Place 


of Torment by the Flattery of others. 


In Pſalm 5 David complains of ſome, that there was 
no Faithfulneſs in their Mouths, that while they flattered 
with their Tongue their Threat was an open Sepulchre, ga- 
ping wide to devour thoſe whom they had allur'd by 
their ſmooth and -oily Words, or to kill them with 
their poiſonous Breath, Solomon tells us in plain Terms, 
without a Metaphor, That a flattering Mouth worketh 
Ruin, Prov, 26. 28. It betrays into Sin and Miſchief, 
and is ſo much the more pernicious, cruel and danger- 
ous, becauſe it abuſes that which ought to be moſt ſa- 
cred among Men, and deſtroys under the Shew of 


i Friendſhip. No Companions can be more dangerous 


to a'Young Gentleman than thoſe wicked, fawning, 
diſſembling Paraſites, who are continually 1 
his Vanity by their exceſſive Complaiſance and hyper- 
bolical Applauſes, who make it their whole Study tq 
pleaſe and delight him by their glozing Expreſſions 
and ſugar'd Words, that having tickled his Fancy and 
lud him afleep they may manage him as they think fir 
and make what Advantage ny can of him, the vſn 
Conſequence of which being fach a Diminution of his 
Eſtate, and ſuch a Corruption of his Morals, that both 
the Recoyery of the oge and the Reformation py 
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108 © Particalar, Aduies fo 
other is very hazardous. When the Flatterers have 
often palliated and excus'd, and ſometimes extoll'd his 
Vices, or ſome Qualities that accompany them, his fond 
Self. love makes him at length ready to think them in- 
nocent and harmleſs Practices, if not real Virtues; and 
their commending him beyond his Merits for excellent 
Things, which he never had, but really wants, gives 
him ſuch an Opinion of himſelf as makes him wholly 
negle@ to acquire thoſe good Qualities to which their 
undue Praiſes do falſly entitle hin. 

To prevent this, whenever he: hears Men extol his 
high Birth, his Wit and Parts, his Fame and Magnifi- 


cence, his rare Endowments: and brave. Accompliſh- 


ments, ſuitable to the Largeneſs of his Revenues, let 
him conſult the true Sentiments of his own Mind, and 
hearken to the more impartial Reports of his own 
Conſcience, let him reflect ſeverely upon himſelf, and 
his apparent Defects, conſidering ſeriouſly what Pains 
he muſt yet take before he can truly deſerve the Com- 
mendations Flatterers give; when they feed him with 
the fine Notions of his Honour and Merit, his Quality 

and Fortune, his ancient Family and noble Relations, 
his numerous Dependents and Tenants, let this large 
Inventory remind him of the Vaſtneſs of his Duty, and 
what a Figure he is oblig'd to make to be equal to theſe 
Advantages; let him remember what he owes to Al- 
mighty God for ſuch diſtinguiſhing Favours, and what 
he muſt do, not for the gratifying his Flatterers, but 
the anſwering the juſt ExpeQations of his Country and 
his true Friends. 2ͤĩ]7]ĩ5/ i 
And ſince a true and faithful Friend will furniſh him 
with proper Antidotes againſt the Poyſon of the Flat- 
terer, by kind Admonitions and ſeaſonable Reproofs, 
let him ſeek, chuſe, and value the Friendſnip of thoſe 
who are, moſt conſpicuous, for their Wiſdom and Inte- 
grity, ſuch prudent and ſincere Friends will give need - 
Fal Precautions and Reprehenſions, as well as Praiſes, 


weighing aur Diſcourſes and Actions in. a quſt Balance, 
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expreſſing their Approbation and Complacency with 
us in thoſe of them that are good, and ſhewing their 


Trouble and Concern when we ſpeak or act otherwiſe; 
but their Reproofs are greater Expreſſions of Love and 


Charity to our Souls than their Commendations, and if 


well taken do more certainly tend to the promoting 
our Piety and Virtue, and the preventing and removing 
our Sin and Guilt. If therefore our Yonng Gentry de- 


ſire to make any conſiderable Proficiency in Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, let them keep themſelves from all inti- 
mate Society with fawning and diſſembling Flatterers, 
and let them highly value and reverence ſuch a Friend 
as has the Prudence, Courage and Fidelity to give them 
true and ſeaſonable Intimations of their Errors. and 
Faults. Faithful are the Mounds of 4 Friend, ſaith the 
wiſe King, but the Kiſſes of an Enemy are deceitful, Prov. 


27. 6. The ſharp and cutting Reproofs that proceed 


from a ſincere Heart, when diſcreetly given and well 
accepted; will be really beneficial. to the Perſon repro- 


ved; but the faireſt: Speeches and out ward Profeſſions 


of Friendſhip, when they come from a flattering Ene- 
my, are-perfidious and miſchievous. 110 
Varenius tells us in his Deſcription of Japan, that the 
Grandees there do each of them maintain in their ſeve- 
ral Houſes one or two Perſons, whoſe Office and Buſi- 


neſs it is to obſerve the Actions of their Maſters, and 


freely to admoniſh them when they do any thing impru- 


dently or wickedly ; this is a Practice worthy to be imi- 
tated by the Great and the Rich, whether Young or 
Old, in all Nations, who have very few honeſt and 
faithful Friends that will adventure to tell them of their 
Faults, but are often follow'd, and in no ſmall Danger 
of being corrupted, by many Flatterers, whoſe Expe- 
Qations of Preferment, or ſome worldly Advantage, 
make them cringe and comply upon all Occaſions, and 
treacherouſly applaud what ought to be reprov'd. 5 
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110 Particular Advice to 


Wl; Haviog given. theſe- Premonitions againſt the 


Flatteries of Men, I proceed next to ſome Conſiderati- 


ons that may be of uſe for the overcoming the Difficul- 
ties and Temptations that ariſe from the plentiful En- 


_ Joyment of the Things themſelves, thoſe Riches, Plea- 


ſures and Honours, which not only expoſe the Poſſeſſors 
of them to the Flatteries of others, but are apt to give 
a ſtrong Biaſs to their own Appetites and Paſſions. 
And here, -moſt noble young Gentlemen and Ladies, 
let me humbly crave Leave to make my Addreſs to you 
moſt affectionately, with a more immediate Applicati- 
2 to thoſe of you that ſhall be pleas'd to read this 
"Bs „ eh eee Meisel bb 


I. In the firſt place let me beſeech you to take alittle 
Pains to know rightly both your ſelves and the World; 
to remember what fort of Beings you are, and what 


ſort of Things the Fhings of the World are, even the 


beſt and greateſt of them; let me here offer to your ſe- 
rious Contemplation the high Dignicy of that rational 


and immortal Nature which God has given you, toge- 
ther with the more vile, fading and periſhing Nature 
of all the Things of this lower World, and how inſuf- 
ficient they all are to perfect and make happy ſo excel- 
lent a Nature as yours is, which can never be compleat- 


ly bleſsd unleſs you enjoy foinething greater and better | 


than this whole Terreſtrial Globe can afford. I ſhall 
not here inſiſt on the Chriſtian Prerogatives of your 
Baptiſm, thoſe ſacred and ſpiritual Privileges, which (if 

6 vaſtly tranſcend all Tem- 
poral Glory and Grandeur, but abſtracting from theſe 
I ſhall at preſent only deſire you to conſider that you 
have a much more ſubſtantial, divine, and durable No- 


- bility of Birth, as you are born rational Creatures, ca- 


pable of inheriting the Kingdom of Heaven, than as you 
are any of you born Lords or Ladies, Gentlemen of 


Gentlewomen, and Heirs to high Dignities or great 
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Eſtates here upon Earth. Value not your ſelves for 
ſome external accidental Diſt inctions between you and 
others, which are of ho certain Continuance, but rather 
for the ſubſtantial Excellencies of Human Nature, thoſe 
noble, capacious, immortal, Sauls, which bear the Image 
of the Deity, and will, where they are duly regarded 
and religiouſly cultivated, raiſe even the pooreſt Man 
upon Earth to unſpeakable Glory and Happineſs in the 
Celeſtial Manſions, infinitely beyond all that can be en- 
joy'd here below; let me beſeech you therefore moſt 
ardently to ſeek and purſue the true Improvement and 
Felicity of your Spiritual Nature, that better part of 
your ſelves, which can never be happy but in the eter- 
nal Fruition of the Father of Spirits, from whom it was 
der iv'd, for all other things fall ſhort of its Height and 
Excellency, and can never give it any durable Satisfa- - 
Qion; you offer an unnatural Violence to your Hea- 
ven-born Souls when with too low Condeſcenſion and 
too great Affection you bend and bow them down to 
Earthly Enjoymeats, their Capacities diſpoſe them for 
the Life of Angels, and in vain do you Kek their Reſt 
and Happineſs in any of the choiceſt or moſt plentiful 
Gratifications of the Animal Life; all the Treaſures of 
both the Indies, and all the pompous and moſt delecta- 


ble Things they can pony inſufficient to feed the 


ſtrong Deſires and fill the boundleſs Appetites of an 
immortal Soul; without ſome better Riches this whole 
World, with all its Furniture, were it in your Power 
to acquire. the Poſſeſſion thereof, would not be able to 
afford you any real, ſolid and laſting Content. How 
vain and empty, how fading and tranſient, are all its 
ſeeming Felicities, Delights and Splendors ? How con- 
temptible is its gilded Pageantry when the Varniſh 
drops off, and it appears naked, either to the Eye of 


Faith or Reaſon ? How pernicious indeed is the great- 


eſt Affluence of Earthly Proſperity if it be not mode- 
rately enjoy d, with Sobriety and Temperance, and 
diſcreetly manag'd, with Wiſdom, Piety and GM 0 


2 
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The Pſalmiſt ſpeaking of proſperous Sinners that 
increaſe in Riches, tells us in what ſlippery Places they 
are ſet, from whence they are tumbled down into Deſtru- 
ction as in a Moment, Pſalm 73. 12, 18, 19. And 
Verſe 20., he compares their. State to a Dream, the 
moſt thin, empty, periſhing thing that can be ima- 
gin'd. As a Dream when one awakes, fo, O Lord, when 


thon awakeſt thou ſhalt deſpiſe their Image. The Ima- 


ges and Repreſentations a Dream makes may ſeen! 


very grateful, brisk and lively, but when we reflect 


upon them with our waking Thoughts we find them 


all to be falſe and deluding, confus'd and impertinent; 
ſnuch is all the Proſperity of this World to theſe that 
romiſe themſelves any great Happineſs frqm it, it is 


ut as the Image and Fiction of a Dream. How joy- 
ful and pleaſant for a while is the Sleep of the hungry 
Man that dreams he is at a furniſh'd Table, where he 
has all Variety of delicate Proviſions ? How fully ſa- 


tisfy'd is he while the Dream laſts ? But when ſome 
one jogs or calls him he wakes as hungry as he was be- 


fore, haying nothing fed but his Fancy. Thus it is 
in this World with proſperous Sinners, who lye in a 
deep Sleep of Carnal Security, dreaming of great Fe- 
licities to be here enjoy'd ; one thinks himſelf happy 
in. his Riches, another fancies himſeif ſo becauſe of 


his noble Deſcent, a third becauſe of his Power and 


Dignity, a fourth becauſe he has all the Delights that 
can gratify his Senſes ; but all theſe their ſo pleaſing 


Imaginations are only Dreams; when ſome Affliction, 


Sickneſs, or other Calamity, ſhall diſturb their ſoft 
Repoſe, or expel their ſtupid Lethargy, and eſpeci- 
ally when the loud Calls of approaching Death ſhall 
throughly awaken them, they will find themſelves 
miſerably empty, ſtarv'd with Hunger, and far from 
being fatisfy'd with all that rich Store with which 


o 


they thought they were repleniſn d. 


Be 


whole World affords it * give you no Relief; for 


* 


Be pleaſed to uſe the noble Faculties of your Souls 


in ſer iousKeflections on their ſpiritual and immortal 
Nature, and then conſider with your ſelves whether 
the choiceſt of thoſe your Enjoyments, which are ma- 


terial and' corporeal, fading and periſhing, can give 


them ſuitable, adequate and permanent Satisfaction; 


call to mind how vain all theſe Things will prove, and 


how they will ſtand your Souls in no ſtead at thoſe | 
Seaſons when they will have the greateſt need of Sup- 
Port and Comfort, when you ſhall be under Trouble 


of Conſcience, or nnder the Apprehenſions of ap- 
proaching . Death ; if you ever felt the Stings and. 
Terrors of Conſcience, thoſe torturing Agitations of 
nnquiet Thoughts, which the Senſe of Guilt and the 
Fear of Hell are apt to create, could you then receive 
any true Conſolation from all your Riches, Pleaſures 
and Honours? Were you not then ſenſible that there 
is a ſtrict and immovable Juſtice, which all the Gold 
and Silver in the World can never bribe ? Could yon 
reliſh any Sweetneſs or Savourineſs in your Mirth and 


Jollity, and moſt refin'd ſenſual Delights, when the Al- 


mighty did write bitter things againſt you, and ſhot his 
Arrows into your Soul? Had you any great Satisfaction 


in hearing the hononrable Titles Men gave yon, when 


in the mean time your own Conſciences call 'd you Re- 


probates ? | 
But ſuppoſe you never had Experience of the Ter- 


rors of Conſcience, and poſlibly in the, midſt of the 


many ſtupifyiag Charms of a voluptuous Life never 
ſhall, yet the Time will inevitably come, and you 
know not how ſoon it may happen, when you ſhall 


conflict with the Agonies of Death, that King of 


Terrors, at which Hour of Extremity your Souls will 
require a ſtronger Cordial than any that can be ex- 
trated from the very Quinteſſence of Earthly Joys; 
if you ſhall then have one prepar'd for you that is 
compounded of the moſt ' precious Ingredients the 


what 
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What are all the Treaſures, Delights and Glories of 
this World to a dying Man, who is juſt leaving them, 
and ſhall never enjoy them any more? The magnifi- 
cent Palaces, ample Revenues, numerous Attendance, 
ſtately Equipage, and largeſt Stores of him that lyes 
languiſhing on his Death-bed, will no more ſupport 
him than the Landskip of them in the Hangings can 
do it; had you therefore now the ſame Opinion of the 
World, and the Things thereof, in the Time of your 
Health, youthful Vigour and Proſperity, which you 
ſhall have hereafter, when your fainting Spirits, cold 
Sweats, flattering Tongues and expiring Breath, will 


make you ſenſible of your ſudden Departure, you 


would then with a generous Contempt paſs over and 
diſregard all the Allurements of Earthly Grandeur, 
and not be enſnar'd by any of its moſt glittering 
Temptations; you would then keep your ſelves un- 
ſpotted from the World, and not ſuffer its moſt ex- 
quiſite Pleaſures or its higheſt Honours and Advan- 
tages to bear ſuch a Sway over your Affections as to 


draw you into any Sin; this would help you to ſub- 


due and mortify all that inordinate Love of the 
World, which is inconſiſtent with the Love of God, 
and make you abhor the Thoughts of ſacrificing your 
Souls to any ſenſual Gratifications or worldly Intereſt; 
this would wean you from thoſe feculent Delights and 


Entertainments of the Animal Lite, which tink and | 


depreſs the Spirits of Men, and retard their Motions 
towards God and Heaven; ſuch a Conviction of the 
World's Vanity would make you ſearch after ſome 
higher and more excellent Object, to ſatisfy the ar- 
dent Deſires and valt Capacities of your immortal 
Souls, and being no longer dazzled with the ſplendid 
Shew of corruptible Riches, fading Pomp, and periſh- 
ing Pleaſure, you would firmly fix your Hearts on that 
ſupream and all-ſufficient Good which is immutable 
and eternal. | Go 
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II. Secondly, After you have taken this true Proſ- 
pect of all Sublunary Vanities, whoſe tranſient Nature 
the very Eye of Senſe may in a great meaſure diſcern, 
my next Advice and humble Requeſt to you is, that 


vou look up to the Things above, that you labour by 


an Eye of Faith ſtedfaſtly to behold the great, future, 
and (to that of Senſe) inviſible Things of the other 


Life, ſtriving, ſo far as you can by the daily Conſide- 
ration of them, to make them familiar to your Minds. 


Faith is the moſt effectual Inſtrument or Means where- 
by a Chriſtian conquers the World, deſpiſing all its 
preſent Charms in Compariſon of the infinitely great- 
er Joys and Pleaſures in the future State. Mat /oever 
is born of God overcometh the World, and this is the Vi- 
ctory that overcometh the World, even our Faith, 1 Joh. 
5- 4- Every true Child of God gets above the Temp- 


_ tations of this World in the Strength of that Faith, 


which gives him full aſſurance of, and ſets his Heart 


upon, another and better World; a firm Belief of the 
holy Religion the Son of God has reveal'd from Hea- 


ven, and a certain Hope and Expectation of the ead- 


leſs and unſpeakable Happineſs he has promis'd to 


thoſe that ſhall embrace and practiſe it, doth more 
than ballance the Difficulties of overcoming the 
World, with all its tempting Pleaſures or Advan- 
tages. EP 


Now to eſtabliſh your Minds in a ſtedfaſt Perſuaſion 
concerning the great Things of the other World, 


which the Goſpel promiſes to them that believe and 
obey it, you may do well to read ſome of thoſe excel- 
lent Treatiſes publiſn'd among us, wherein the irre- 
fragable Proofs and Evidences of the Truth of Chri- 
ſtianity are clearly and fully laid down; thoſe of you 
who have condeſcended to peruſe the former Part of 
Youth's Grand Concern, may perhaps have receiv'd 


ſome Satisfaction from the Arguments I have there 


very briefly touch'd upon = the Third Chapter, Page 
OS 121, 
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127, where I have endeavour'd to ſhew what infalli- 


ble Aſſurance the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians had 


that Jeſus Chriſt, the Author and Founder of our Re- 
ligion, was the very Son of God, whom we have the 
© higheſt reaſon to believe in every part of that Reve- 
lation he has brought from Heaven, and what indu- 
bitable Records thereof have been faithfully tranſmit- 


ted down to us in the Books of the New Teſtament ; 
if therefore by the ſerious and unprejudic'd Conſide- 
ration of any ſuch Proofs and Arguments you get your 


Minds fully poſſeſs'd with a ſtedfaſt Belief. of the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, and particularly with an undoubted 


Perſuaſion of the Certainty and Excellency of that 


Life and Immortality which is brought to Life by the Goſ- 
pel, that endleſs and incomparable future Reward 


therein moſt clearly promis'd, you will eaſily refuſe 
and reject any preſent Temporal Enjoyment that ſhall 
make you hazard the Loſs of the diſtant, greater and 


eternal Felicity. SE” 


Nay, Faith will make the diſtant and future Re- 


ward become preſent to the Mind, and five it ſuch 


lively Idea's of the Things that are ſpiritual and in- 
viſible as if they were really ſeen, that the Proſpect 
of them may animate and fortify you againſt the Pow- 
er and Preſence of the moſt inviting ſenſible Allure- 


ments; ior Faith, as the Apoſtle tells us, the Sub- 


ſtance of things hop'd for, the Evidence of things not ſeen, 


"Heb. 11. 1. it is ſuch a Certainty of thoſe Things we | 


hope for as is hardly inferior to actual Poſſeſſion, it 


* + hath ſo great a Confidence in God, that the believin 


Chriſtian aſſures himſelf of all God's Promiſes an 

Threataings as infallibly as if they were already per- 
form'd ; if Faith be ſtrong and vigorous it will repre- 
ſent to the Mind the Things of which we have no 
Demonſtration from Senſe or Human Reaſoning as 


really and truly as if they were before our Eyes; thus 


It is the Evidence, the Revelation, or Diſcovery. of 


Things not ſeen ; and is is alſo the Subſtance, the firm 


and 


% 
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and ſtable Expectation, and, as it were, the very Be- 
ing of Things not yet in Being, but in Hope; now 
when Faith ſupplieth the want of Preſence, Poſſeſſion, 
or Sight, apprehending Things abſent as if they were 
preſent, and Things unſeen, which God hath reveal- 
ed, as if our Bodily Eyes beheld them, it is by this 


means that it overcomes the World, the Force and 
Prevalency of whoſe Temptations chiefly ariſeth from 


the Preſence or the Nearneſs of the Pleaſures of Senſe 
and all Earthly Enjoyments, while the great Things 
of the other Life being abſent, at a diſtance, and not 
fully believ'd, are little regarded; for Men would 
not give themſelves up to the World and the Fleſh, 
and negle& God and their Souls, and the Lite to come, 
if by a true Faith they really ſaw, and had actually 
| preſented to their Minds, the immenſe and eternal 
Things of the other World, as the Things and En- 
oyments of this Life do preſent themſelves to their 


odily Senſes. 
Put the Ca 


ſe that God for an Hour or two ſhould 


open Heaven and Hell before your Eyes, and permit 
you in the moſt ſenſible manner to fee and obſerve 
how Things are in the other World, to view the 
Saints above in all their Glory and Bleſſedneſs, and to 
be Eye-witneſles of all the Torments of the Damn'd 
in their infernal Priſons, to hear the joyful and tri- 
umphant Hallelujahs of the one, and the lamentable 
Outcries of the other, and to be aſſur'd from them 
both that all this Happineſs on the one ſide, which is 
the Reward of Piety and Virtue, and all that Miſery 
on the other, which is the Puniſhment of a ſinful and 
vicious Courſe, is eternal, would not ſuch a Sight as 
this moſt deeply affect you as long as you liv'd, and 
enable you to reſiſt the ſtrongeſt Temptations this 
World with all its preſent Pleaſures, Profits and Ho- 
nours can poſſibly offer to you? Could you after this, 
while the Impreſſions ſuch a Proſpect had made are 


ſill upon your Mind, adventure knowingly to d 


o any 
thing 
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thing that ſhould deprive you of ſuch unſpeakable and 


endleſs Happineſs; or expoſe you to the ſuffering ſuch 


inſupportable and everlaſting *Torments; altho* by 


the doing thereof you ſhould for a few Days or Years 


get the Poſſeſſion of all the Empires and Dominions, 


and all the Glory and Treaſure the whole Earth con- 
tains; together with all the Delights that any Things 


or Perſons in the World can miniſter to you? In this 


Caſe and in theſe Circumſtances to prefer the ſhore 


Pleaſures of Sin before thoſe Rivers of Pleaſures which 


are at God's Right Hand for evermore, or to chuſe the 


avoiding ſome Temporal Inconvenience before the 
\ ſecuring your ſelves againſt the ſuffering the Venge- 


ance of that Fire which ſhall never be quench'd, would 
be as impoſſible for you as 'tis for any rational Man 


to think and judge that a few Drops are more than 
an immenſe Ocean, or that the Duration of a few 
Days or Years is longer than all Eternity. Now ſuch 


a true Faith in God, and ſuch a firm Belief of what 


he hath rgveal'd concerning the great Things of the 


other World, as the Apoſtle deſcribes, when he re- 
preſents it to be the Subſtance of Things hopꝰu for, the 


Evidence of Things not ſeen; ſuch a Faith, I ſay, tho? 


it give you not the ſame ſort of affecting Apprehenſi- 


on of theſe Things which Sight and Senſe would do, 


yet it will give you an infallible Aſſurance concerning 


them, for God can no more deceive us than even our 
own Sight and Experience can. . 

If you infallibly believe the great and eternal 
Things of the other World, and frequently revolve 
them in your Thoughts, the clear Foreſight and cer- 
tain Expectation of ſuch wonderful and inexpreſſible 


Things will fo mightily affect and tranſport you, that 


all the Powers of your Souls will be ſet on work, for 


the. obtaining the endleſs Happineſs on the one fide, 


which will be the Reward of ſincere Piety, and eſca- 


ping the everlaſting Miſery on the other ſide, which 
will be the Puniſhmeat of a wicked Life; ſuch a m— 
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if daily exercis'd, will have an efficacious Influence 

upon the whole Government of your Lives and Acti- 
ons, when by a kind of Anticipation it makes the 

immenſe future State, how remote ſoever, become 
actually preſent, and renders all the Felicity of this 
World, tho' near and in view, but a poor and languid 
thing, juſt as the Light which comes from the Sun, at 
ſo vaſt a diſtance from us, cauſes the Light of a Can- 
dle to be hardly diſcernable, even when it is plac'd 
cloſe by us; according to the Evidence you have in 
your Minds of future eternal Things, and according 
to the Degrees of your Aſſent to them, ſuch will be 


the victorious Power of Faith in your Souls; all Fire 


has Heat, but not ſtrong enough to melt down Gold 
and Silver, neither has every Degree of Faith a ſuffi- 
cient Power and Efficacy to encounter thoſe ſtrong 
Temptations to which the Great and Wealthy are 
ſometimes expos'd ; but by a radicated firm Belief of 
the Riches that may for ever be enjoy'd in the World 
to come, you will be wean'd from the Love of this 
preſent World, even in its moſt ſplendid Dreſs, and 
not ſuffer your Affections to be captivated by any of 


its ſumptuous and inviting Entertainments; you will 


not place your Happineſs in any earthly Treaſures, 
or ſecular Pomp and Grandeur, or ſenſual Delights; 
you will not much value the biggeſt and moſt ſwelling 
Heaps of white or yellow ſhining Clay, or any of the 
loudeſt Acclamations and Applauſes of Creatures as 
vain and mortal as your ſelves, or any of thoſe groſs 
corporeal Pleaſures, which wither and die in the 
Fruition. E | | | 
When Satan, the God of this World, 'by the glit- 


tering and pleaſing Repreſentations thereof ſhall en- 


tice the Heart, a ſerious Belief of the future Reward, 
ſo glorious and eternal, to be conferr'd on thoſe that 


overcome the World, will difgrace all its gilded 


Temptations, and make them ineffectual; if you. be 
tempted to forbidden Amours and impure 9 
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by the greateſt Beauty upon Earth, Faith will offer to 
your Contem platidn the diabolical and debaſing Cha- 
racter of the unclean Spirit, together with the ange- 
lical Luſtre of the Saints above, and the glorious Ap- 
pearance of the Lamb of God, which will ſoon break 
the Power and diſſipate the Force of ſuch a Tempta- 
tion; if ſecular Honour be propos'd to draw you to a 


ſinful Compliance, it will be rejected with a gene- 


rous Diſdain by that Faith, which evidently repre- 
ſents the Glory to be receiv'd at the Univerſal Judg- 
ment by the honeſt and inviolable Preſervers. of their 
Conſcience and Integrity, together with the black 
and diſmal Confuſion that will then cover the moſt 


honourable Sinners; and it is no leſs powerful to 


enervate all the Temptations of Temporal Profit. 


It was by Faith that Moſes eſteemed the Reproach of 


Chriſt greater Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt: for 
he had reſpeft unto the Recompence of the Reward, Heb. 
11. 26. By ſuch a true and effectual Faith you may be 
more than Conquerors over the World; by ſuch a 
ſteddy View of Eternal Glory you may eaſily deſpi:e 
and trample upon all thoſe Temporal Enjoyments 


that ſhall at any time come in Competition with it; 
ſuch a lively Proſpect of the immenſe future Felicity 


will eclipſe, extinguiſh and annihilate all that Men 
call great and conſiderable in the preſent State. 


In, hort, a clear and firm Belief of the unſpeakable . 


and fo vaſtly important ,Things in the other Life, 
would make the moſt enticing Objects this World 
can preſent to be but like dead Things to you, which 


have no Charms or Virtue in them, and you your 


ſelves would become like dead Perſons, as to any very 
active Purſuit of or ſtrong Complacency in them, ac- 


cording to that Profeſſion of St. Paul, Gal. 6. 4. God 


forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the Croſs of our Lord 
. Feſus Chriſt, by whom the World is crucify d unto me, 

and I unto the World, How ſtrong and potent was 
the Efficacy of that Faith which made this great AM: 
; | : # : | 5 It 0 


Chap: 31 the Pang G ENT RT. 


the World, but in the Sufferings and the Croſs of 
Chriſt, and the bleſſed Fruits thereof, particularly 
that the tempting Power and Force of all Earthly En- 


joy meũts was hereby deſtroy'd, and his Affections 


ſubdu'd, mortify'd, and even crucify'd towards them, 
ſo far as any of them were put in Competition with 
God, and Chriſt, and Heaven? Which may ſuggeſt 
to you another very proper Method for the overcom- 


nn 
ſtle thus triumph, not in the Pomps and Pleaſures of 


ing the World, with all its moſt ſpecious. Allure- _ . 


ments, and that is in the third place, 


III. By humble and affectionate Contemplation, 
Adoration, and Imitation of your moſt meek, and 


lowly, ſelf-denying, and crucify'd Saviour; % lool 


ing unto Fe ſus, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 
who for the Joy that was ſet before him endur'd the Croſs, 
deſpiſing the Shame, and is ſet down at the Right Hand 


of the-Throne of God. If you have any Regard to that 


noble Pattern: of Rumility and Mortification, Hea- 
venly- mindedneſs, and Contempt of the World, which 
Chriſt hath given, or if you be in any meaſure in- 
fluenc'd by the Power and Efficacy of his Croſs, you 
will not entertain any mighty Affection for ſecular 
Dignities, earthly Poſleſſions, or ſenſual Pleaſures. 


Conſider, I beſeech you, how the Son'of God, your 


Lord and Saviour, is ſet before you in the Goſpel, 
chuſing a Life of Poverty and Diſgrace, Reproach 


and Perſecution, and at laſt ſurreadring up himſelf 


to be nail'd to a Croſs. | 
God has ſhewn by various Inſtances the Vanity, 


Emptineſs and Unſatisfactorineſs of all Temporal and 


Worldly Things, and how they are every way to be, 


deſpis'd in Compariſon of Things Spiritual and Eter- 
nal; but he has given the moſt eminent and ſignal In- 
dications thereof in the Birth, Life and Actions of 
Chriſt, and more eſpecially in his Death and Suffer- 
| ings. What can be ſeen or found in this World wor- 
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thy of any high Eſteem, or paſſionate Deſire, and 
Love, after the Son of God has ſo much neglected 


every thing in it that is commonly accounted great 
and valuable? The Obſcurity of his Birth, not in a 
5 N Palace, but a Stable, the whole Courſe of his 
Life 


, which was in a mean and low Condition, with- 
out either Wealth or Honour, and the Ignominy of 
his Death, that accurſed Death of the Croſs, were all 
of them viſible Demonſtrations what a ſmall Value 
he had for Earthly Grandeur; if the Riches of this 


World were requiſite and neceſlary to make one hap- 


Py, certainly he had enjoy'd, if not Crowns and Em- 

fl in his Power, yet ſuch Goods 
and Poſſeſſions as Men of fober Reaſonings do look 
upon as a deſirable Competency ; but Things were 


_ | quite otherwiſe order'd, he paſs'd the greateſt part 


of his Life, as far as appears, with his reputed Fa- 


ther Joſeph, and labour'd with him in the Work of 
his Trade, inſomuch that the Jews fſtil'd him, not 
only the Carpenter's Son, but the Carpenter; and when 
he enter d upon his publick Employment, as he was 


the Meſſias, he took no State upon him, he had no 


ſettled Habitation, or certain Maintenance, he told 


one who offer'd to follow him, That the Foxes had 
Holes, and the Birds of the Air had Neſts, but the Son 
of Man had not where 1b lay his Head; he enjoy'd no 


more than the bare Supplies of Meat and Drink, and 
| ſuch neceſſary Supports of Life, which he receiv'd 


from the Stores of Providence, and the Charity of his 
Friends; for ſo we read of certain Women who were 
wont to miniſter unto him of their Subſtance, Luke 
8. 3. * eee 
Nor was this his Poverty and Meanneſs rather 


- his Fate than Choice, for never did there any one 
appear with greater Advantages to have rais'd his 


Fortunes; he that could draw ſuch- a prodigious 


Number of Fiſhes into his Diſciple's Net, and at 
another time feed ſo many Thouſands with fo ſmall 
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a Number of them, might eaſily have made himſelf the  - 
ted richeſt Man upon Earth, but he choſe the very contra- 
zreat ry Condition, to ſhew how ſmall Eſteem he had of all 
ina. | the Enjoyments in the World; he did not frequent the 
f his Courts of Princes, nor affect the Acquaintance and 
vith- Converſation of great Ones, but as he was reputed the 
ay of Son of a Carpenter, ſo. he made Fiſhermen, and ſuch 
re all other Þoor People, his moſt intimate Acquaintance, 
/alue and Iiv'd at ſuch a rate as ſuited with the meaneſt of 
this their Quality; he morever patiently ſuſfer'd all, kinds 
hap- of Affronts and ill Uſage, and at laſt yielded himſelf 
Em- up to die in the Eye of the World moſt ingloriouſly, 
oods to be crucify'd between Two Thieves, rather than not 
look | accompliſh his Father's Will; and hereby he plainly 
were | manifeſted that there is nothing of true Worth or real 
part | Uſe in Earthly Poſſeſſions or Enjoyments, but only to 
| Fa- || ſupport Nature ia the Performance of Service to God, 
rk of | and the preparing our ſelves for Heaven and Eternity. 

„ not Thus did our bleſſed Lord, both by his Life and 
when Death, paſs a viſible Cenſure on the Pride, Luxury, 
> was and Voluptuouſneſs of Men, and gave powerful Argu- 
d no || ments to convince us of the Vanity and Emptineſs of 
told the World; Mankind were ſunk into an Animal and 
s had Senſual Life, and degenerated into a very inordinate 
be Sou || Admiration and Love of the World; an high Birth, 
d no eminent Rank and Qualicy, Honour, Wealth, and Plea- 
„and | ſure, theſe were become the Idols of Men, whereby 
ceived not only their Aﬀections were entangled, but their ve- 
of his ry Judgments alſo corrupted ; the Son of God there- 
were || fore being the great Inſtructor and Example to Man- 
Luke. kind, for the rectify ing both their Judgments and Diſ- 
| poſitions, by all the Circumſtances of his Life and 
ather Death openly teſtify'd his Diſregard to all theſe things, 
y one || being not only deſtitute of the Enjoyments in which 
d his | deprav'd Men place their Happineſs, but alſo expos'd 
igious || to thoſe. Hardſhips and Sufferings which they falſcly 
nd at | account the worſt of Evils. . =D 
ſmall 7 | 
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tf therefore you will be pleasd to employ ſome of 
your' more ſerious Hours in pious Reflections on the 


ſelf-deny ing and mortify'd Life of our bleſſed Saviour, 


and his greater Humiliation and Examination at his 


Death, when he was driven out of the World by Cru- 
' cifixion, that moſt baſe and ſervile of all capital Poniſh- 


ments, this may greatly conduce towards your morti- 


fying and crucifying all undue Eſteem of and Tyordi- 


nate Affections unto the World, and the Things of the 


World, fo as to have no idolizing or overvaluing Re- 


gard for them, or Complacency in them, or vain Ex- 
pectations of that Felicity from them which they can- 
not afford, much leſs to let any of them betray you in- 

ful Practice, to the diſpleaſing of God, and the 
hazarding your Salvation; for after our Lord and Ma- 


ſter has overcome the World, and triumph'd over all 
its Temptations, how inglorious will it be for any of 


his Diſciples and Followers to ſuffer themſelves to be 


vanquiſh'd by them? As ſoon as you were Baptiz'd in- 
to the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt you reaounc'd the Pomps 
and Vaaities of this wicked World, and vow'd to fight 
_ apainſt them under the Banner of his Croſs, let not 
"then the Splendor of the World any more move you 
Than it did your Saviour, when from an bigh Monntain 


the Devil ſhew'd him all the Kingdoms upon Earth, 


and tempted him with the Offer of beſtowing all of 
them; your Lord refus'd them all, when they were 
moſt advantageouſly repreſented to him with a power- 
ful Allorement; and doth it not greatly become, as 


well as concern you, to imitate his Example? Not that 
you are oblig'd to be poor and low in your Fortunes, 


vrhen you are commanded to be ſo in Spirit, or to quit 
your Title to all Treaſures here upon Earth becauſe 


you are to lay them up in Heaven, but to be careful 


that your Hearts and Souls do not (like the Young (| 


Gentleman's in the Goſpel) inſeparably cleave to your 
Poſſeſſions, and to endeavour that they may be either 


conſecrated to God, by a diſcreet and pious Manage- 
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ment of them, or if they be call'd for by his Provi- 
dence, or torn from you by the Injoſtice of Men, they 
may ſtil] be offer'd to him, by your patient Acceptance 
of his Will, unto which your ſubmiſſive Obedience is 
the moſt grateful Sacrifice. ö 
But your greateſt Encouragement in your difficult 
Warfare is this, that Chriſt hath overcome the World 
both in his Life and in his Death, not only as our Pat- 
tern to excite our Imitation, but as our Head, from 
whom all Chriſtians, who are the Members of his My- 
ſtical Body, may derive Grace and Strength for the ob- 
taining the like Victory, if they heartily pray for it, 
and fincerely endeavour to uſe and improve it when it 
is given, for ſuch Perſons fhall be effectually and ſuc- - 
ceſsfully mov'd, influenc'd, and actuated by that Holy 
Spirit which proceeds from, him, as the Members of 
our Natural Bodies are by the Spirits that flow origi- 
nally from the Head. I can do all things (faith St. Paul) 
thro Chriſt that ſtrengtheneth me, Phil. 4. 13. That is, 
in every State and Condition of Life I can reſiſt all 
Temptations to Evil, and perform all neceſſary Duty, 
tho* not by my own Strength, yet by that which 1s 
imparted from Chriſt, by the Virtue, Power and Effi- 
cacy of that Divine Grace and Aſſiſtance which our 
bleſſed Lord communicates to us by his Holy Spirit; 
hereby (as he intimates in the Words preceding) every 
where, and in all things, he was ſufficiently inſtructed, both 
to be full and to be hungry, both to abound, and to ſuffer 
need, 10 as to be fitted for every Condition, and for- 
tify'd againſt all Temptations, as well of Affluence 
and Proſperity on the one ſide, as of Poverty and 
Want on the other; neither was this the Privilege of 
the Apoſtles only and firſt Chriſtians, but ſince it is 
our Saviour's Promiſe, that he will be with his Church 
always, unto the End of the World, we have no rea- 


ſon to doubt of the fulfilling it, but that he will ſtill 


continue to pour out ſo much of the Aid and Influ- 
ence of his Holy Spirit on thoſe who humbly and _ 
| A neſtly 
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neſtly implore it, as ſhall be proportionable to all the 


Dangers and Temptations' of every particular State 
of Life, whether high or low, rich or poor, proſper- 
ous or afflicted. And this may recommend in the 
fourth place, : | 0 . 


IV. That excellent and powerful Inſtrument for the 
overcoming all the Difficulties, Obſtacles and Impedi- 
ments of Religion and Virtue to which your Condition 
in the World may expoſe you, viz. humble and fer- 


vent Prayer for Divine Grace and Aſſiſtance, this is of 
ſingular Uſe and Efficacy to preſerve you from the 


i Dangers that attend Wealth, and Honour, and Earthly 
Grandeur; as ſupernatural Strength derived from 
Chriſt and the Holy Spirit, is in a high degree requiſite 
to keep you innocent aud upright in your daily Conflict 
with the pleaſant and alluring Temptations of the 
World, ſo that Strength ſhall be certainly obtain'd by 
daily, conſtant and earneſt Supplication for it. Ak 
and it ſhall be given you, ſeek and ye ſhall find, knock and 
it ſhall be opened to you, ſaith our Saviour, Luke 11. 11. 
And in the following Words he aſſures us, that our 
Heavenly Father is more ready and willing to give 


his Holy Spirit to them that ask him, than any earthly. 


Parent can be to give Bread to his hungry. Children. 
Prayer alſo being the Elevation of the Soul to 


God, doth in its own Nature immediately tend to take 


off our Hearts from all immoderate Love of or Com- 
placency in any of the. Things or Enjoyments of this 
lower World; when we lift up our Eyes and Hands, 
together with our very Hearts and Souls, rowards 
Heaven, and preſent our ſelves before the Throne of 
Grace with humble, unfeigned and fervent Petitions 
for the ſanctifying Influences of the Holy Spirit, we 
raiſe our ſelves above all temporal, ſublunary Things, 
above all mntable, uncertain, periſhing Felicities, we 
fix our Souls upon God, the Rock of Apes, in whom 
alone we find infallible Wiſdom. to guide us, infinite 


Power 


State favour us, and unchangeable, ſupreme and ſovereign 
ſher- Happineſs, in which we may eternally acquieſce: Pray- 
the er is the moſt proper Means to refine and ſpiritualize 
I our Natures, and to preſerve our Souls pure and clean 
Ps in the midſt of that Heap of Earthly Rubbiſn, with 
abe which the Rich and Opolent are commonly moſt of all 
pedi- overwhelm'd; without a devout and frequent Con- 
ſition verſe with Heaven your daily Converſe with ſach a vaſt 
| Gere Variety of material Objects, pleaſant to your Senſes, 
be and fitted to gratify Cor poreal Appetites, will be apt 
+ the to make you wholly ſenſua}, carnally minded, and ut- | 
rthly | - terly void of all Spiritual Life; be careful therefore to 5 i 
from maintain a conſtant Devotion towards God, if you de- i 
oifite ſire to raiſe your Souls above the Temptations and = 
oflict Allurements of this bewitching World, and keep them ; 
Fake from thoſe Defilements of the Earth which by their | 
d by _ continual mingling with material Things they will 
4 otherwiſe unavoidably contract. But the great Uſe and 
1. Neceſlity cf Prayer J have repreſented in the former 
Piſs £- W Part of Youth's grand Concern. be | | 
; our 7 | : | | | 
give V. Let me next remind you how needful it is that 
rthly all your Prayers for the Divine Grace and Aſſiſtance 
dren. be accompany'd and attended with. your own ſincere 
ul to and active Endeavours, particularly that you labour to 
take guard your ſelves againſt the Temptations incident to 
om your Condition, by the conſtant and ſtudious Exerciſe 
eie | of ſerious Conſideration, Circumſpection and Watch- 
ands, fulneſs; our bleſſed Saviour has joyn'd Watching with 
vards Praying, and equally requir'd both, Matth. 26. 43. 
he of Watch and pray that ye enter not into Temptation. Amidſt 
tions _ the Affluence of worldly Delights, and that Variety of 
„ we Allurements with which you are on all ſides encom- 
ings, paſs'd, there is no extricating your ſelves from the 
„we Snares of Senſe, unleſs you look about you with a war 
hom Circumſpection, watching as far as you can every Mo- 
finite tion of your Hearts, and examining every Object that 
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preſents it ſelf to your Choice; your Wealth and Plen- 


ty giving you the Opportunity to gratify your natural 
Appetites in the Uſe and Enjoyment of all the good 
Things of this Life, if you be not cantious and conſi- 
derate you will quickly iadulge your ſelves, not only 

In thoſe reaſonable Liberties of ſatisfying your Incli- 
nations of this kind, which the Laws of Virtue and Re- 
ligion do allow, but alſo in thoſe forbidden Gratificati- 


ons, or unreaſonable Exceſſes, which are ſinful and cri- 


minal ; you are therefore ſo much the more concern'd 


to be always upon your Guard, and to keep your dif- 
cerning Faculties awake, that in all Cafes and upon all 


Emergences you may make a true Judgment of Things, 

and clearly diſtinguiſh between what is fit to be done 

and what ought not to be done by you, that in the 

midſt of all the Blandiſhments of the World you may 

. chuſe nothing but what is lawful and decent, and abhor 
every thing that is vicious or culpable,  _ 

Ihe Opulency of your Condition is attended com- 


monly with a long Train of pleaſing Objects, whofe 


Nearneſs and Eaſineſs to be enjoy'd do the more pow- 
erfully move your Deſires, and if you he not careful to 
prevent it the preſſing Importunity of thoſe Deſires 
will, as Occaſion is offer*d, forthwith put you upon 
Action, that you may enjoy the propos'd Objects, 


whatever be the Conſequence thereof. Now that 1 


may the better adviſe you in this Caſe, I ſhall take the 
Liberty to accommodate to my preſent Purpoſe ſome of 
the learned and ingenious Mr. Lock's Remarks upon 
r i. -: :: 5 
Remember therefore that when your Deſixes are thus 
mov'd and excited, if you precipitate the Determinati- 


on of your Wills, and engage too ſoon, before due Ex- 


amin tion, tho' you imagine your ſelves to be in the 
Purſuit of ſome Good or Happineſs, you may quickly 
run into ſuch Errors and Miſtakes as may prove ex- 

_ ceeding dangerous, if not fatal to the whole Conduct 
of your Lives; for preventing this it behoves you with 
4+ 3-4 + | i e 
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mo a vixilant care to obſerve, what Paſſions, and parti: 
Curat 


cularly, what Deſires are raiſed in you, by the exter- 
nal Good Things you ſo plentitully poſſeſs, and; to 


good | 
ſuſpend the profecution of thoſe Deſires, until jf 


:onli- 


only have throughly examined, whether: yon may wiſely _ 

ncli- and innocently gratify them, and whether ſuch pre- i 

| Re- ſent gratification, be conſiſtent with your Great, Fu- ; 
ICaLh= ture and Eternal Happineſus . 1 
cri Sd has endued you with the Power of Reaſoning N 
ern'd and Deliberating with your ſelves, whereby in moſt 3s 
dif- «Caſes, as is evident in Experience, you can ſuſpend 
n all the execution and ſatisfaction of any particular De- | 
ings, ſtres, and ſtop them from deter mining your Will to 

done any Action, Whatever fair and inviting Appearance 

the it may carry with it. And during this fuſpenſion of 

may any Beſire, before! you chuſe to fulfil and accompliſh 


bhor 


dom- whether it tends to your real Happineſs, or whether = 
hofe it doth not interfere therewith, and miſlead you —_ | 
50 from it. And here you are to uſe impartial; Conſide- _—_ 
olto ration, weighing the True Nature, Circumſtances, _—_ 
lires and Conſequences of Things; that your Judgment 4 
upon may not pronounce wrongly, aud that you may not 418 
ects, | impoſe upon your ſelves, by repreſenting Things un- = | 
nat I J der deceitful Appearances. Beware, I beſeech yon, Iv 
the. of a raſh and haſty Judgment, which often leads kO _ 
ne of the worſt ſide; by its mifs- reporting upon the Campa- | 1 
pon riſon it makes between preſent and future Good; © | 
5 between the ſenſible Enjoy ments of this Life, and the JF 
thus Þ inviſible Glory and Happineſs of the Life to come. 'N 
natt- In comparing preſent Pleaſure and Pain with; that 1 
Ex- which is future, Men frequently make a falſe Eſti- 
the mate eoncerning them, taking their Meaſures of them 
ckly in indifferent Poſitions of Diſtance. Objects near out 
ex- View are apt to be thought greater than thoſe of a 


duct 


it, you have opportunity to examine, view, and judge 


of the Good or Evil of what you are going to do, 


larger Size, that are more remote. The preſent 


. K therefore 
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therefore magnified ;;but that at a, diſtance has the 


-difadvantage in the Campariſon, How, viGble!is this 
ſort of falſe Judgment and wrong Choice in, young 
. who taking nothing into their Con- 


ideration but the preſent Enjoyment, are apt to 


imagine a little in Hang better than a, great deal to 


ecemé, und ſo for the ohtaining ſma N Matters in of. 
ſeſſion, part with a very conſiderahle Reverſipn. Not 


regarding how they fall live hereafter, they are all 
for the immediate -ſatisfaQion of their extravagant 


 \Defires;' and will⸗be cantinvally taking up Money; to 


maintain their Luxury, tho they cannot procure it, 
Without obliging themfelves to pay three, four, per- 
haps: fiye or ten times as much, when they come to 
their EKſtates. But they would vever act thus, if they 
"allow?d-a' juſt: Donfideration to the future Time, as 


well as the preſent, and made; ſerious Reflections on 


the Difgrace and Miſery of falling from a plentiful 
Condition, into Penur f and Want: Much lefs,wopld 


any be guilty of ſuch extream Folly, as to ſuffer their 


-Delires of enjoying for a few Moments, any preſent 
ſenſible Good, any Earthly Riches, Pleaſures, or Ho- 


znours, to deprive thepwof Everla ſłing Happineſs, and 


expoſe them to! endleſs Miſery, in the future State; 


i by due and reprated Contemplation of the infinite 
0 eee of thoſe vaſt and never; ending e 
and ſe in 


Puniſnhments of the other Life, they did raiſe 
-their Minds juſt Apprehenſions of chem, according 


to their true Weight, and a propor tionable ardency 


and conſtancy of Deſire: to ſecuteito themſelves the 
enjoy ing che one; and eſcaping; the other 


An ſhort, as the Higheſt! Uſe and Improvement of 
that rational Nature which/Godjhas, given yon, lies 
n n careful and coi ant purſuit of his Glory and your 


o n trueſt aud moſt durable Happineſß; ſo the keep- 
ing your ſelves: fram a too haſty compliance with your 


?Defires of any particular appearing; Good, and the 


moderating and reſtraining Jour Affections towards 


Noten It, 


— 
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it, that your Underſtanding may be free to examine 

and unbiaſſed Reaſon give its judgment, is the Hine 
on Which all your Safety turns; the Great Thing en 
which a right direction of your whole Conduct does 
depend. I is in this you ſhould; employ your vigilant 
Circumſpection, your chief Care and Endeavours, by 
4 wary Suſpence, Deliberation, and Scrutiny of each 


% A 8 * — % — 


{ : 


ſucceſſive Deſire,” raiſed by the various Objects that 
ſurround you, till you have ſufficiently informed your 
ſelves, whether the Proſecution thereof lie in the way 
to your main End, and be conſiſtent with your real 


Felicity, your greateſt Good. This is that which re- 
= Conn] eat page Volition and 
hoĩce he not determined upon a haſty and precipi- 


tate View, but upon a due and mature Examination, 


the making of which, is certainly, by the Grace of 


God; very much in your Power. Experience ſhews, 


that you can govern your Paſſions, and hinder them 
from breaking out, and carrying you into Acti- 
on, when you are before a Sovereign Prince, or Pow- 
erful Superior, whom it is dangerous to Diſpleaſe; 
and why then can you not doit alone, or in the Pre- 


ſence of God, if you ſincerely endeavour it? 


The greateſt Deceivers in the World, are Mens 
on Paſſions; when their haſty Dictates are indiſcri- 
minately received by a credulous Mind. And among 

ſa; many Entertainments and Diver ſions grateful to 
Senfe, which People of your Rank almoſt contiaually 
havę at command, you may quickly impoſe upon your 
ſelves in your greateſt Concerns, if you deliberate 
not on the Things you chooſe! +: The blind following 
every firſt motion of Deſire, without any Scrutiny, is 

a moſt dangerous Precipice, from which many Thou- 

ſands have tumbled headlong into the Abyſs of Miſe - 

ry. The inconſiderate aſſenting to the firſt Report 


* 
© 


of every pleaſing Fancy, every foremoſt Opinion or 


Conceit of Good, is the ready way to be expoſed 
to the greateſt Evil. 


To prevent this, confider im- 
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partially, not only whether the Thing that appears | 


deſirable, be pleaſing to you? But whether you may 
be rightly pleaſed with it? And whether it be worthy 
of your Choice? Yon may remember there were many 
Things that highly pleaſed you in your Childhood; 
which your maturer Age has taught you to contemn. 


You cannot now ſincerely admire any of thoſe Bau- 
bles, which did then fo deeply affect your tender Sen- 


ſes. Lou cannot now imagine, that you were Poſleſ- 
ſors of any extraordinary Good in all that livelineſs 


and delicacy of Senſation, which the enjoyment of 
thoſe Trifles-produced'in you. You may alſo remem- 


ber how your Childiſh Deſires were ſometimes eager- 
ly ſet on ſuch Things, as might have proved extream- 


ly. miſchievous and pernicious to you, if you had not 
been reſtrained from purſuing them, by the Care 


and good Diſcipline of your Parents and Governours. 
But being now ſomewhat more advanced both in Vears 


andunderſtanding, you are to enter upon this Province 


your ſelves, in the conſtant and ſober Exerciſe of your 
own Reaſon and Conſideration, for the due Govern» 
ment of your Appetites and Paſſions, that no immode- 
rate lovę of any Temporal Things in this World, may 
ever draw you into ſuch Practices, as will make you 
hazard your eternal Intereſt in the World to come. 


And to awaken your moſt vigilant Care, where the 
Importance is ſo unſpeakably great, Think much and 
often, what Eternity is, and what a vaſt difference 


there is between the living for Ever in perfect Happi- 


neſs, and the ſuffering for ever the acuteſt Torments, 


that you may not moſt unreaſonably be prevailed 
with, for the fake of a few ſhort-liv'd ſenſual Gratifi- 
cations here upon Earth, to expoſe your ſelves to the 
everlaſting Pains of Hell, to the Gnawings of that Worm 
which ſhall never die, and the Scorchings of 'that Fire 

which ſhall never be Quenched ; beſides the loſing all 
the immenſe and endleſs Felicities of Heaven ; the 


Crown that fadeth not away; the Kingdom that cannot 


: be 


— 


Chap. 3: ; 
be moved; the Eternal Weight: of Glory; the fulneſs of 
Foy in the preſence of God, and the Pleaſures for ever-more' 
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at his right Hand. Vour frequent and attentive Me- 


ditation on theſe Things, will effectually engage you 


in the conſtant Exerciſe of ſerious Conſideration, Cir- 
cumſpection, and Watchfulneſs; that you may not ſuf- 


fer your ſelves to be Betray'd into eternal Ruine by 
any or all the deceitful Allurements, that Earthly _ 
Riches, or Secular Glory can preſent you with. 


Ah the Sixth Place, let me earneſtly beſeech you 
to arm your ſelves with a ſtedfaſt and inviolable Re- 
ſolution, not only to be Watchful, Circumſpect, and 


Conſiderate, but at all times to chuſe and att ac- 


cording to that true Judgment of Things, which is 
the reſult of ſuch vigilant Circumſpection, and ſeri; 


ous Conſideration. The greater the Difficulties and 
Temptatjons are that may obſtruct your Religion 
and Virtue, the ſtronger ſhould your Reſolutions be 
to reſiſt and conquer them. Tis Reſolutioa that 


prompts Men to, and carries them thorow all the no- 


ble and dificult Enterprizes - they undertake. It 


makes a Man intent upon the Thing he would do; 


inquiſitive after the beſt Means to effect it; unweari- 
ed in the removing of - Obſtacles and Impediments; 


jealous and cautious in avoiding all Baits and Snares; 


bold and couragious in withſtanding all Oppoſition. 


It has a mighty force either to excite to any Action, 


or to reſtrain us from it, as there may be occaſion; 
and in the Buſineſs of Religion, there is the more 
Rea ſon to hope that it will be ſucceſsful; becauſe God 
will bleſs it. By a brave and manly Reſolution, 
ö n a Heathen, choſe rather to Govern him- 

amidſt the many ' Temptatioas and Opportuni- 
ties of ſenſual Pleaſure, which his Power and Victories 


preſented to him, than to wallow in all the Delights 


of Senſe. And it was the ſtedfaſtneſs of their Pious 


Keſolutions, that kept thoſe Chriſtian Heroes, N | 
| Jak - am- 


"4 


K 3 
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EkK!xamples I before propoſed, from being enfnared and 
captivated by any of thoſe rich, pompous, or deleQa- 


- have as good Succeſs as can be wiſhed : For while 
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ble Enjoyments, with which they were ſo pleatifully 


furniſhed. In reſiſting and oppoſing all your Spiri- 


tual Enemies, your Work is half done, when you-are 
fully reſolved upon it; and if your Reſolution: fail 
not, 1 dare promiſe and aſſure yon, that you ſhall 


you ftedfaſtly reſolve upon it, you will ſincerely en- 


dcavour it, and God will aſſiſt your Endeavours and 
make them Victorious. No Difficulties or Tempta- _ 
tions that lie in the way of your Obedience can be | 


inſuperable, if upon mature Conſideration, and full 


weighing all the material Circumſtances that relate | 


to your Condition, you form in your Minds a ſteady, 


fixed, and unalterable Purpoſe to adhere to your 


Duty. There are indeed a ſort of Reſolutions, which 


' like the Vapours St. James ſpeaks of, appear for 4 little 


time, and then vaniſh away; becauſe they were raſhly 


ww . 


and haſtily made in a ſudden Paſſion, without that 


cool; and'calm, and rational Choice,. which is the Ef- 
fect of ſerious and deliberate Advice. But if you 


have well conſidered the Rules before given, and ſuf- 


fer'd them to make a -laſting Impreſſion upon your 


Minds; you may now be the better able, by God's 


Grace and Aſſiſtance, to make ſuch à Reſolution as 


win ſtand out againſt all the powerful Arguments, 
and bewitching Charms of the World, that may tempt 
Fon to forego it. And that you may both conſider 

Things with the greater ſeriouſneſs of Deliberation, 


and the more ſtrongly confirm your ſelves in your 
good Reſolutions, I would beg of you to allow your 


felves ſome Intervals of Retirement; that you no. 

and then Rep aſide out of the Road, and beaten Track 
of Life, and exchange the tedious Cirtle of Pomp and 
Show, Noiſe, and Buſineſs, Sport and Play, in a World 


of mix d and undiſtinguiſh'd Company, for the free 


Enjoyment of God and your ſelves, in a Religious and 
l | _____undiſturbe. 


\ 
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| you may fyrther, corroborate them, by. turning them 
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evotion, Self- Reflection, and Self. Examination; 


1 i ; 


where you. may enquire, What Temptations you have 
role? What, Reſolutions you” have inade Agel 


them? How: you have kept thoſe Reſolutions ?” How 
nto Sacred Vows, and Inviolable Promiſes to Al- 


inghty God'; As tar Great and Good Friage, gid, 
for-the better fortifying himſelf againſt Temptations, 


when be was furrqunded with all the Afﬀuence. of 
Earthly Riches, Pleaſures, and Honours, which. his 


Royal Dignity and. High Station, could afford him: 


Pſal. 1 19. 106, I have Swarn, and 1 will perform it, that 


1 


e os Vl. ang 
VII. Seventhly. It is moreover adviſable, That jou 
furniſh your ſelves with particular Arguments againſt 


the particular Sins, to which your Rank and Quality, 


and Condition in the World, may occaſionally expoſe 
u. Some of this Nature, among many others that 


* 


* 


0 
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| Wight be produced, I ſhall here briefly remind yon 


1. To prevent, or cure that Pride, whereby any 


'. 


may be apt to value themfelves too highly upon the 
| Diſtinctions of Birth or Fortune, an 
Bounds to their towring Thoughts; (beſides what 
has been ſaid againſt Pride in general, in my former 


to ſet ſome 


Book call'd Tout ht Grand Concern, ch. 1.) it may be an 


humbliag and levelling Conſideration to remember, 
That we are all deſcended from Adam, the ſame com 
mon Parent of every one. And (to, borrow ſome im- 


provement of this Argument from the Pious an 

Learned Mr. John Norris) it may yet further humble 
thoſe that ! Boaſt of their Families and Pedigrees, to 
* look back to their firſt Origen from whence they 


6 took their Riſe, that being Creatures, they were 


produced out of Nothing. Let a Man be never fo 
Ro K 4 High 
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vndiſturbed Solitude; where you may have the bet 

| 655 Oppportunity for the more pen Exerciſe of pi- 
ous 1 
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High and Great in the World, it muſt be a ſinking 


© mortifying Thought, to refleff with himſelf, That 
* Whatever he now is, or however, he appears at 


<"preſent, he once was not, and that there was a 


„Time when he had not ſo much as a Being in the 


World, but was made out of Nothing. The No- 
ble and the Honourable, may be 7 55 up with the 
Opinion of their High Deſcent, and the Antiquity of 


their Lineage, but they would find little Reaſon to 
be proud thereof, if they would trace it back far. e- 
nough: For then they would find nothing at the End 


thereof; and that there are but a few Years paſt ſince 
/ ES. ot 


© Thoſe alſo that live in great Glory and Proſperi- 


ty, will not be overmuch elevated with the Senſe 
thereof, if they call to mind that they muſt ſhortly 
Die, and leave all their Earthly-Pomp. The Medi- 
tation of Death, may be a good Remedy againſt the 
Pride of Man in every Condition of Life, or Diſtincti- 
on of Quality. Death is the common and inevitable 


_ Humiliation of our Nature. Tis a State of Abaſe- 


ment and Diſhonour to the Nobleſt of us, as 'tis a 
Puniſhment of our Sin; and 'tis a State that makes all 


Equal 3 mixes the High and Low, the Rich and, Poor 


together, and lays the Diſtreſſed Priſoners in the ſame 


commoa Bed of Reſt with the Kings and Counſellors _ 
of the Earth. Death deſtroys and defaces all Earth- 


5. Glory, diſperſes and ſcatters. Wealth, and con- 
ounds all Titles and Diſtinctions, and draws a black 


Veil over all Humane Greatneſs. Conſider then, ho- 


Vaiti it is to he proud of any Worldly Dignity, or to 
boaſt of thoſe Eſcocheons, and Enſigns of Honour, 
which when they follow Men to the Grave, do there 


take a final Leave of them. 


* 5 a 


And ſince a Man's Riches alſo, can neither be car- 
ried with him into another World, nor add any real 
Worth or Perfection to him, while he is here, tis no 


leſs unteaſonable to be proud of them. There Reue 


F |; 
* 


juoſt Capſe indeed for any one to boaſt even of his Wiſe. 


dom, or Knowledge, or Virtue ic ſelf, choſe truly va- 


Iuable Perfections of our Nature, becauſe they are all 


receiv'd from another, and all the Glory of them ought. 
to be given to him from whom they are receiv'd z but 


the Man that is only and barely richer than others hath 


leaſt reaſon of all to be proud, for his Eſtate is no part 
of himſelf, nor is he really the wiſer or the better for 
it ; meerly to be rich neither ſuppoſes nor confers any 
true Worth or Excellency ; and tho? Riches may. ena- 
ble the Owner of them to do more good, yet ic is not 
the Ability for it, but the actual doing it that makes 
him deſerve Commendation. 125 
A noble Birth indeed upon a Civil Account may be 
of ſome Value, and a Title of Honour is not only de- 
riv'd from the Civil Fountain of it, but is ſappos'd to 


be founded in ſome Merit, but no Man's Merit can be 


meaſur'd by the Bulk of bis Eſtate, neither can his ha- 
ving more Money than others juſtly ſet him above o- 
thers even in a Civil Reſpect; 'tis not an ample For- 
tune, but a noble and generous Mind, that makes a 
Man truly great and noble, and gives him a real intria- 
ſick Worth; and tho? we are oblig'd to pay a greater 


Reſpect to choſe that are honourable on a Civil Ac- 


count than to thoſe that are only richer than others, yet 


- ſuch honourable Perſons ſhould do well to remember 


that they receive no real Excelleacy from the Civil 
Honour they have deriv'd from their Anceſtors, unleſs. 
the Virtue of their Lives and the Goodneſs of their 
Actions be the happy Products of their noble Birth. 


2. To preſerve you from an haughty and arrogant 


Contempt of meaner People, you may conſider what a 
uſeful part of Mankind the poorer and meaner ſort are, 
and how much all your Splendor, Affluence and Plenty, 
are owing to their Labour and Induſtry, without which 
none of your ſtately Houſes could be built, nor your 

full Tables furniſh'd, nor your glictering Pomps main- 
tain d. For (as an excellent Author doth 5 
5 "ELD EN « you 
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you if the meaner ſort of People ſhould ſtop their 
_« Hands, if the Plough, and the Mill, and the Wheel, = 
<«< ſtood till; if the Pains of thoſe who ein cut out for 
« nothing but conſtant Drudgery i in Tillage or Manu- 
4 factures ſhould ceaſe, or but intermit for a ſhort Sea-, 
44 ſon, che Wealthy and Great might be ſtarv'd in the; 
« midſt of all their large Revenues, and all their Tis; 
“ ſures of Gold and Silver. The King himſelf is ſerv'd 
y the Field, Eccleſ. 5. 9. Now how 0 poor Men's $ 
Labour doth the Field require in manuring, plowing 
harrowing, ſowing, fencing, weeding, reaping, anc 
gathering in the Fruits of the Earth ? And yet after a] 
this is done the Corn that is thus reap'd and hous'd is 
not preſently made Pood, there myſt be threſhing, win- 
nowing, grinding, and baking, in which the Service of 
many poor Men's Hands is neceſſary before the greateſt. 
Prince, Nobleman or Gentleman can have any Bread to 
Eat; and as for their Delicacies and Superfluities, their 
State and Magnificence, and coſtly Ornaments, it were 
endleſs to reckon up how many Trades and Occupati- 
ons of meaner People are in ſeveral ways employ'd and 
made uſe of to ſupply and furniſh them. F 

Learn from hence not to treat any Mecha nicks, Hus- 
bandmen, or Peaſants, with diſdainful Inſults upon the 
Account of their ſervile Employment, and be not guil- 
ty of ſuch inhuman and vareaſonable Imperiouſaeſs as 
to vilify and trample upon thoſe Faces to whoſe Sweat 
You owe all your rich and pleaſant Accommodations, 
nay,, your very Sup a and Subſiſtence. Such Practice 
is greatly to be condemn'd upon a Civil Conſideration, 
and much more 7 a 1 for has 3p God re- 
quir'd'vs to honour all Men, 1 Pet. 2. 17. to "ay ſome 
Kegard to the Dignity of Human Nature, and to ren- 
der unto all the common Ciy1lities that are due to thoſe. 
of our own. Kind, how. mean ſoever their external 
Condition may be ? The pooreſt, and moſt forlorn 
Creature that begs at your Doors is made after the 


Image of God, and may have as noble and 9 1 
Sou 


— 
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Soul as the greateſt" Potentare in the World hath. And 


as for his Body, tho cover'd with Rags, the exquiſite 


Fabrick thereof is no leſs admirable than that of his 
who is cloath'd in Scarlet and-adorn'd with Gold; thoſe 


who are moſt deſpicable in your Eyes are as dear to 


God as the richeſt of you all, as much under his benign 
Care and Providence here, and as capable of enjoying 


bim in Eternal Happineſs hereafter; Chriſt has paid the 
ſame invaluable Price for their Redemption as well as 


yours; the ſame Goſpel is publiſh'd, the ſame Terms of 
Salvation are equally propounded both to you and 


, 


of It way alſo be conſider d that the Contempt and In- 
ſulcs of the Great and Rich towards thoſe of à meaner 


Condition are often juſtly retaliated with the like Con- 


tempt. For altho' Perſons in an elevated Station may 


be allow'd to aſſume ſome: Liberties with reſpect to 


their Inferiors, yet if they take ſuch a Freedom as ex- 


ceeds all the Bounds of Juſt io and Humanity, if they 


delight in mortify ing any one with all the ſmarteſt Ral- 


leries they can poſſibly invent, or wich any very impe- 


rious or diſdainful Behaviour, they will not eaſily be 
forgiven. Whereas on the other ſide the civil and mo- 


deſt Gentleman, that diſcovers no Haughtineſs upon the 


Account of his Quality, Power or Riches, but is of eaſy 
Acceſs to thoſe beneath him, and treats them with ob- 
liging Language and kind Uſage, attracts the | Eſteem, 


and wins the Hearts of all the World. 5 
3. To poſſeſs your Minds with a juſt Abhorrence of 


the crying Sin of oppreſſing thoſe that are in a poorer 
and meaner Condition, which St. James obſerves to be 
too frequent among rich Men, you may conſider what 


a baſe and cruel Wickedneſs it is, and what a miſchie- 
yous Abuſe of Wealth or Power, to take Advantage of 


another's Poverty and Weakneſs for the ſpoiling him of 


that little he hath; to take away from thoſe to whom 
a Man ſhould rather give, to make them naked and 


hungry whom he ſhould cloath and feed, to devour 


Widows 
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Widows Houſes at his Feaſts, to mingle the Tears of 
Orphans with his Wine, and the Groans of the 1ajur'd 
with his Muſick; to make his ample Revenues ſtill lar- 
'ger by invading the little Spot of Land of bis indigent 
WE who cannot contend, and perhaps dares 
not complain; this were horrid Unthankfulneſs to 
God, and directly contrary to his Deſiga in beſtow ing 
upon one a larger Portion of theſe Temporal Bleſſiags 
than he gives to another, which was, that he that has 


much might be helpful and beneficent to him that hath - 


liccle, and not that he might thereby be enabled to 
keep under and cruſh his needy Brother ; the lefs 
Power ſuch a one has to defend or right himſelf the 
more unſafe ic is to oppreſs him, for Almighty. God 
has undertaken to be the Protector of thoſe who cannot 


protect themſelves. For the Oppreſſion of the Poor (ſaith 


the Lord) and for the ſighing of the Needy, will 1 ariſe to 
ſet him in Safety from him that. pufferh at him, Pſal. 12. f. 
He delivereth the Poor frgn him that is too ſtrong for him, 


| yea, the Poor and Ce ——_ him that Aland os Pal 


35. 10. 
4. To ſuppreſs the Fumes of Ambition, and all vain 


and immoderate Deſires of beiag higher and greater, 
you may conſider in what anxious and hazardous, and 
oftentimes in what fatal and pernicious Enterprizes, that 


Man is engag'd who is continually fotcing his Way 


. thro” the Briars and Thorns, the dark Methods of ſe- 


cret Plots, the Labyrinths of intricate and perplexing 


Combinations, and the very Precipices of Danger, that 


be may climb up to that Height of Elevation where he 
has a mind to place himſelf; and if by many weariſom 
and difficult Steps he chance to arrive at the unſteady 


Seat of Greatneſs, doth he not put on with his Robes 


the excruciating Tortures of Jealouſies and Fears? ls 
he not hated by ſome, envy'd by others, and often 
Made a common Curie by moſt ? The, exalted Favou- 


rite and Stateſman may be very uneaſy and diſcontented 
ia the ti Honours, and ao leſs ſurprizingli) and 


un- 
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vnexpectedly depriv'd of them all. Haman being ad- 


vanc'd above all the Princes at the Court of Ahaſuers,. 


ſaw every Knee among the Perſians bowing to him, and 


yet in what a Flame of Wrath and Vexation' did he live 


becauſe one Few refus'd to pay him any ſuch Regard? | 


And when his Indignation and bloody Revenge contri- 


ved the DeſtruQion, not of Mordeca: alone, but of the 


whole Nation of the Jews, what a cutting Mortification 


was it to him to be forc'd to be the Inſtrument of con- 
ferring thoſe Honours on Mordecai which he thought 


the 5 had deſign'd for himſelf? What a terrible 
and doubly killing Diſappointment, to be hang'd at laſt 
on the Gallows he had proyided for his Adverſary ? 

- "Thoſe that move in a lower Orb may look vp and 


gaze upon Greatneſs, with Admiration, and thiok a 


Phaeton a happy Man becauſe he ſits ſo high, and in the 
midſt of ſo. much Brightneſs, but alas they know not 
what Labours and Intrigues rais'd him thither; what 
Furies carry him on, what Dangers attend him, 'or 
what diſwal Ruin his Fall may bring with it! And 


even thoſe that aſcend the lubricons Pinacle of Courtly 


Grandeur by the faireſt and ſeemingly ſafeſt Steps, 'after 
they have ſhone a little while with the borrow'd Luſtre 


of their Prince's Favour, do often go down eclips'd, 


having all their Glory darken'd and extinguiſh'd by the 
blackening Detractions and foul Calumnies of thoſe 


that ſeek to undermine and overthrow them; ſo incon- 


ſtant are thoſe Hotiours that depend on the uncertain 
Eſteem, mutable Intereſts,” and fickle Inclinations and 
Aﬀections8f Mr. 88 


But what a truly noble Ambition is it to ſtrire to 


be great in the Favour of God, the King of the Uni- 


verſe, to make our ſelves Friends among the Angels 


and Archangels, and all the Courtiers of Heaven, and 
to make the very Son of God our Friend, that he may 


admit us at laſt to be Partakers of his Glory, in a King» 


dom which cannot be ſhaken, in an Inhericance incor- 


where 


* 


ruptible, which fades not away, in a Place moſt bleſſed, 
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with what is i gp natural. Indeed every Creature 


of God is 1 (even the moſt delicious) if it be receiv d 


with Thankſgiving, and us d with Moderation, but it is 
4 e then beſt both lor the Health of Soul and Bo- 
dy When 
Meeps rations. and coſtly Sauces, which ſerve only to 
9 | adulterated Palate, and provoke an uaſea- 
Apperie beyond the juſt Cravings of Nature 


eaſures of Temperance, There is often. the . 


elt bc Sehſuality, and ſomething more than Brutality, 
in pear. Men call good Eating and Driaking- There are 
not many Bealts that will overcharge them ſelves, after 


their Hunge 85 Thirſt, is ſatisfy d zuthe, Dog indeed 
will ſurteit of the Scraps and broken Meet, as well as 


his Maſter upon the whole Diſh, hut who-ever knew 
Hares, or. Deer, or Sheep, eat till they, vomited? 


any 
Our Saviour admoniſhes us 20 tate heed. 1% our ſelves, 


leſt at any time our Hearts be overcharg'd with Au fries 


and Drunkenneſs ;, and we have the more reaſon to ob- 


ſerve, this Caution with a {edulons Watchfulneſs, be. 
- cauſe 


W an 


tis plainly dreſs d, withont thoſe elaborate 
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« ſafely 


« Drunk. 
% tx © Unk. 1 


be very unfit to bear it. Tis often ſeen that Per ſous 
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Heat of the Wine makes them warmly conteſt one 
with another. + ; 5 L x 40 — 6 25 5 + 0 2 e ö | | 
What ſort of Converſation they now have together, 
what ' ridiculoons or impertinent, what profane, or ob- 
Tehe, or ſcurrilous Diſcourſe, what Diſputes aud De- 
hates, what Strife and Contention they enter into, what 
Noiſe and Clamour is raiſed about ſettling the Nation, 
reforming the State, ſecuring the Church, and purging 
the Clergy; or deſcending from National to ſome of 
their Perſonal Concerns, what boaſt ing is made of their 
Hawks, Hounds, and Horſes, what bragging of the 
Quarrels they have had with Men, and the Favours 

with Women, and hereupon what abuſive Language is 
given by ſome, what fulſom Flattery comes from 
others, what Confuſion of - Tongues is heard, what a 
ſtrange Medly of Humours appears, according to the 
various Operation the Drink bas upon their different 
Tempers, I ſhall not here relate. At length, after 4 or 
-$, or perhaps 8 or 10 Hours ſweet Refreſhment in this 
extraordinary Society, if none of the Company be ſo 
far inflamed as to end their Controverſies in Rage and 
Fury, Wounds and Blood, they riſe up as well as they 
can, and lovingly- parting every one ſtaggers his ſeve- 
ral Way, and by the help of Servants, or perhaps by 
the Watch, is conducted to his Lodgings, where, be- 
ng put to Bed, how they eaſe their overcharg'd Sto- 
machs 1 will neither fon] my Paper nor oſſend my 
Reader with the Deſcription. © 
It is indeed acknowledg'd that the drinking of 
Healths is not univerſally liable to a juſt Cenſure, it 
being a Cuſtom, in its own nature innocent, to ſome 
Compliance with which Civility may ſometimes oblige 
us; but yet where it is like to produce little or no 
Good, but probably much Evil, *cis, without Diſpute, 
moſt ſafe to decline it; and we ought certainly to be 
far more willing that ſome account us moroſe or unci- 
vil, than by running with them into the ſame ſwiniſh 
Inebriation to expoſe our ſelves to all the Infamy and 
_—__ | Miſchief 


| Chap. 3 the Tong GENTRE 1456 
_ Miſchief with which ſo beaſtly a Vice is commonly 


attended in this World, beſides the Hazard of our 


Eternal Ruin in the other. God has made Tempe rance 


and Sobriety the indiſpenſable Duties of the Rich and 


Noble as well as of the pooreſt Peaſants, only you that 


enjoy ſo much Plenty, and often meet with many Invi- 
tations and Allurements to join with others in their Ex- 
ceſs, have a greater Opportunity to ſignalize your Vir- 
tues, by governing your Appetites, and denying your 
ſelves. in the midſt. of ſo great Temptations. 


I I have known ſome Young Gentlemen that had ſo 


ſtrong an Averſion to intemperate Drinking, that they 


would never willingly chuſe ic, tho' they could eaſily 


furniſh themſelves with the moſt delicious Wines, and 


ſoon have good Fellows enough to ſit and tipple with 
them, and yet the Fear of diſobliging ſome of their 


Friends and Companions has often led them into what 


they naturally abhorr'd. This baſe and cowardly Fear 


of diſpleaſing Men is ſometimes viſible even in thoſe 


who have the Reputation of being the moſt brave and 


valiant ; but how abſurd and unreaſonable is it, that he 


who can undauntedly mount a Breach, and advance to 


the Mouth of a Cannon, ſhould not have Courage e- 
nough to ſhut his own Mouth againſt an overfull and 
frequent Glaſs, and either break off Society with the 


Intemperate, or keep himſelf ſober while he is with 
them? The more common and faſhionable ſuch vicious 


Compliance in Drinking is, the more you ought to be 
upon your Guard agaiaſt it; to commit any Sin tò ſhew 
our ſelves complaiſant and obſequious to Men, is a 
moſt inſolent and daring Affront to Almighty God, 
and no Human Power can ſecure us from or ſupport us 
under his Diſpleaſure; tis deſperate. Madneſs, rather 


than courteous Civility, to carry our Compliment ſo 


far as to endeavour the pleaſing of others at the Ex- 
pence of our own Salvation. 
6. To make you hate and deteſt laſcivious Inconti- 


neuce, and all thoſe unchaſt Inclinations to which the 
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fore: mentioned Luxury and Exceſs are the greateſt 
Incentives, you may conſider, that although too ma- 
ny Young Gentlemen carry on their libidinous In- 
trigues, and purſue the gratifying their impure De- 
ſires under the ſofter Names of er and Amours, 
yet (as was briefly. ſhewn in my'Tourh's grand Con- 
cern ) theſe Vices are not only extreamly deba- 
ſiag, and beneath the Dignity of Human Nature, 
but. moſt odious to the infinitely h6ly God, direcl 
oppoſite to the Purity of the Chriſtian Religion, an 
ſeverely puniſhed; both Here and herkafter. Health 
Fortuue, Reputation, aud Life it ſelf, are the ordinar 
Sacrifices that are brought to the Altars of this unclean 
Devil, when Men have neither the Power to govern 
and reſtrain their natural Appetites, nor the Wiſdom 
to ſeek the innocent and lawful Satisfaction of them in 
the honourable Eftate of Marriage. You may ſome- 
times obſerve the macerated Skeletons of Luſt worn 
out in this deteſtable Warfare, bearing the opprobri- 
ous Marks of their Maſter's Service in their very Faces, 
to ſuch a degree of Infamy, that one would admire 
what ſtupifying Enchantment could ever entice rati- 
onal Creatures igto' ſuch Actions as not only expoſe 
them to Guilc and Shame, but alſo to the Danger of 


being made ſo extteamly miſerable. 92 
How deplorable is the State of the habitual Fornica- 
tor, who is always hunting after Fuel for his Lechery, 
and ſo paſſes away his Time in riotous Feaſts and Ban- 
quets, immodeſt Dalliances and Courtſhips, and the 
Tewd Divertiſements of the Play-houſe, the Tavern, 
and the Stews, till at Tength he finds himſelf arreſted 


by the Gout, or the Dropſy, or perhaps a worſe Di- 


ſtemper? And then the Doctors and Chirurgions muſt 
atcend him with Purges, Vomits, Lancings, Scarificas 
tions, Cauſticks, Salivations, and the like nauſeous or 
painful Remedies, all which when he has endur'd, tis 
great Queſtion whether the wretched Man will ever 
fo repeat and reform as to eſcape what is infinitely 

Et, | . wor ſe, 
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worſe, the pnquenchable Flames prepar'd for him in tbe 


and fatal Effects of unchaſt Deſires and impure Em- 


| braces, and furely no Temptation to them can ever be 


ſtrong enough to prevail with you, if thoſe deterring 
evil Conſequents be kept in Mind, and plac'd with it in 
equal View; for how is it pöſſible for any Gentleman 
that truly values either bis Eſtate, or his Honour, or 


Z 


his Health, or his Eaſe, or his Life, or his Soul, to be 


allured with Poverty and Beggary, Shame and Iguomi- 


ny, Rottenneſs and Corruption, Pain and Torment, 


Hell and Damnation ! Alas, alas, that ever any ſhould 
purchaſe all theſe: Miſeries, both Temporal and Eter- 


nal, at ſo high a rate, as to adventure the incurring 


them for the dying ſenſual Pleaſures of a few Mo- 
ments © | M37 1 > - THEFT 
Vou may likewiſe remember that theſe ſhameful and 
peralcious Sins are the more inexcuſable, becauſe God 

as moſt wiſely and mercifully provided a Remedy a- 
gainſt them, by the Inſtitution of Marriage, in which 
Men may not only gratify their natural Appetites in an 
innocent, modeſt, and regular way, but alfo glorify 
God, by the Procreation of Children, to be brought up 1 


the Fear and Nurtare of the Lord, and to the Praiſe of his 
Holy Name. Fleſhly Luſts are of an atrocious Nature, 


not only becauſe they are Sins againſt our 'own- Bodies, 
and ſuch as war againſt our Souls, but alſo hecauſe there 


is ſo good an Expedient to prevent them, the uſe of 
which is allowed to all, but becomes a direct Duty to 


thoſe who cannot be ſafe without it. Plutarch calls 


Marriage the Haven of Youth, in which they may find the 


moſt convenient Shelter, when they are roſs'd by the Winds 
of their impetuous Affections, and like to be ſwallomed up by 
the voiſterous Waves of violent Temptations. | 


There are indeed ſome Young Gentlemen, as well as 
others, to whom Celibacy, for ſome particular Rea- 


fons, may ſeem molt eligible, bur yer if Prayers, and 
Fears, and Faſting, and guarding the Senſes, will not 
9 _— | L a e xtin- 
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_ extinguiſh the Flames of. Loſt, it is certainly better to 


marry than to burn, as the great Apoſtle has deter- 
min'd, and the meaneſt honeſt Marriage is rather to be 


choſen than the moſt ſplendid ſinning; in what Rank 


ſoe ver Men are plac'd Marriage is bonourable among all 


Hen, and the Bed undefil'd, but Whoremongers and Adul- 


terers God will judge, Heb. 13. 4. How much then is 
it to be Jamented, that this ſacred lnſtitution and ho- 
nourable State, ſo neceſſary to the Happineſs of Man- 


kind, and fo highly eſteem'd, not only by Chriſtians, 


but by all the, wiſer Heathens, ſhould be ſo much neg- 
leRed and contema'd (if not ridicul'd) by ſo many, even 
of thoſe that value themſelves for their Honour and 


Qvpality, and that promiſcuous Luſts and Dalliances, in 


the peſtilent Society of vile Strumpets, ſhould ever be 


preferred before all the Safety and Comfort of Con ju- 
gal Affections, chaſte, Converſation, and a legitimate 
DODtff. ip ing. : | | 


The younger Sons of good Families many times chuſe 


a a ſingle Life (tho' it ill agrees with their Conſtitution) 


becauſe; they cannot marry to great Fortunes, which 
may enable them to live as ſplendidly. as their Elder 
Brother ; they are apt to imagine (as one of them has 


pleaded) that Marriage will fink their Figure, clog their 


Circumſtances, and keep them from coming near the Port of 


their Family. But this Conceit often proves the Ruin 

| of Soul, and Body, and Eſtate, and Honour too, when 
the rejecting the proper and lawfol Cure of their 
youthful Appetites makes them indulge themſelves in 


forbidden Liberties and unbounded Enjoyments, until 
at length they run out into all the flagrant and ſhame- 
ful Practices of the moſt deteſtable Lewdneſs. 5 

Upon this Account it were much to be wiſhed that 
our Nobility and Gentry would ſet ſome Limits to 
their Grandeur, and moderate their Expences with 


ſuch a prudent and frugal Conduct, as to be able and 
willing to afford a competent Maintenance to their 
Younger Sons as well as the Eldeſt, and that they 


would 
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would take an early Care to provide ſvicable Matches 


for them all, as ſoon as they be grown up, and before 


they be corrupted by the faſhionable Vices of this diſ- 
ſoluce Age, from which the obliging Affection of a 
modeſt and chaſte Wife might in a great meaſure pre- 
ſerve them. Meters > Hi 

7. Laſtly, To keep you from immoderate Love of 
and Complacency in the Riches, Honours, and Plea- 
ſures of this World, beſides reflecting upon what wes 
before ſuggeſted concerning the Vanity and Empti- 
neſs, Uncertainty and Unſatisfactorineſs of all Earthly 
Enjoyments, you may further conſider, how inconſiſtent. 
the predominant Love of Temporal Things is with the 
true Love of God and your immortal Souls. Love not 
the World, (ſays St. John) neither the Things that are in 


the World: if any Man love the World, the Love of the 


Father i not in him, 1 Joh. 2. 15. Know ye not (faith 


St. James) that the Friendſhip of the World is Eumity with 


God? Whoſoever therefore will be a Friend of the World is 
the Enemy of God, James 4. 4. The Love: of the 

World and the Love of God are like the Scales of a 
Ballance, as the one falls the other riſes; not that eve- 


ry Degree of Love to the Things of the World is re- 


pugnant to the Love of God, but when we love them 
more than God, or indeed with an Equality to him, 
when we put our Truſt in Riches, make Gold our Hope, and 
the fine Gold our Confidence, when we love the Praiſe of 


Men more than the Praiſe of God, and act with more Re- 


gard to worldly Applauſe than to true Honour, Ju- 
ſtice, and Rules of Duty, or when we arg Lovers of 
Pleaſure more than Lovers of God, plaging our chief Joy 
and Felicity in licentious and riotous Li 1 ig, or at beſt 
in gratifying the Senſes with the moſt refined way of 
Volupcnouſneſs, with the Pomp and Spleudor of Life, 
and the choiceſt 1 of Art and Nature; ſuch an 
immoderate Affection for any worldly Enjoy ments evi- 
dently proves us to be in a State of Eumity with God, 
and to be nq Friends to our own Souls. And is not this 
| i 3 Argu- 
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Argument enough to diſſwade you from it? Can you 
be willing to be in ſuch a State as will expoſe, you to all 
poſſible! Evils, and render you uncapable of enjoying 
the only valuable Goods, the Delights and Pleaſures, 
which are pure, and perfect, and everlaſting, in the 


Viſion and Fruition of God himſelf? For if we ſo fix 


our Affections on Earthly Things as to make them our 
Portion and Happineſs, Heaven can be no Heaven, and 
God can be no God to us. \ | 


: 


There are no earthly, ſenſual, and worldly Enjoy- 
ments to be found in Heaven; in the Kingdom of Glo- 


ry there are no Treaſures of Gold and Silver, no Mar- 


ble Structures with ſtately Furniture, no Wardrobes of 


rich Apparel, no Ivory Tables nor ſumptuous Diſhes, 


no luſcious Viands nor Falernian Wines, no luxurious | 


Eating and Driaking, no glittering Coaches with 
ſplendid Equipage and coſtly Trappings, no Crowd of 
Attendance in gay Liveries, no odoriterous Gardens, 
Vineyards, and Groves, interwoven - with artificial 
Streams, no Stage-Plays nor Balls, no airy Mirth and 
Jollity. All the Felicities of that bleſſed Place are quite 
of another Nature, moſt Divine, moſt Sacred, aud 
Spiritual, as well as infinitely more beatifick, pleaſant, 
and durable, than any thing this World can afford. If 
therefore you place your chief Delight and Satisfaction 
in any of the Goods of this World, and make them the 
prime Objects of your Affection, you will be altogether 
unqualify'd for che more pure Fruitions of Heaven. If 
an over great Eſteem of and Complacency in your 
Eirthliy Riches, Pleaſures, and Pomps, continue to be 


the prevailing Temper of your Souls while you are in 


this Life, it will doubtleſs be ſo in the other too, and 


char muſt neceſſarily render you unſpeakably miſerable, 


when you ſhall be not only ſeparated for ever from al] 
your feaſaal- and earthly. Enjoyments,'. but perfectly 
void of all Savour or Reliſh of the Things of Hea- 
ven, as nameet to. be Partakers of the Inheritance of the 
Sainrs in Light, as-a blind Man is to be pleaſed with 
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bright and orient Colours, or the deaf with harmoni- 
ous Muſick. No 


In ſhort, if you deſire to go to Heaven when you 
die, and to be in any Capacity of Happigeſs when 


you come thicher, I muſt beſeech you not to retaia 
100 great a Fondneſs and Paſſion for this World, 


not to place your chief Content ia full Draughts of 
its intoxicating Pleaſures, or ia latge Portions of its 
uncertain Riches and fading Glories, but rather ta take 


| care while you live to get your Hearts purged fro 


all immoderate Affection to Earthly Things, yo 


Minds enlightened with Divine Knowledge, and your 


Souls ſanctify'd throughout, and wholly inclined un- 
to God, fo as to love him, and prefer him above all 
Things, and make it your higheſt Ambition to ſerve, 
and honour, and pleaſe him, unto the End of your 
Days. Then ſhall yon go out of this World rightly 


diſpoſed and fitted to behold the Light of his Counte- 


nance, and to ſolace your ſelves ig it as the higheſt 


Object of your Deſires ; and then you may be ſure that 


your Defires ſhall he fully ſatisfy'd, and you "ſhall be 


 Iofinirely more bleſſed than all the Grandeur of this 


World can poſſibly make you, 
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ONE no 
Of the Bleſſings and Advantages the Toung Gen- : 
- try enjoy above others, and the Way to make an 15 
#: early and happy Improvement f them. | 8 
LT. F — to 
Tf Aving conſidered the Difficulties and Temptati- te 
11 ons unto which, moſt noble and honourable 
Readers, you that are in the upper part of the World 
1 may frequently be expoſed, and the Poſſibility of over- 
ET. comiag them, together with the Means whereby they 
| may be conquered, | beg Leave in the laſt place, with 
all due Reſpect, to put you in remembrance what Ad- 
vantages you have above others, and how you may 
make an early and; auſpicious Improvement of them. 
In theſe Particulars there is the leſs need of copiouſſy 
enlarging, becauſe they have been conſidered by the 0 
pious, learned, and ingenious Author of the Gentlemar's tc 
Calling. But yet I ſhall not wholly omit all Diſcourſe i 
of them, becauſe that Book is not ſo generally intelligi- tl 
ble to all forts of Young Gentlemen, as it would have S] 
been if it had been wrote with ſuch a natural Clearneſs tl 
of Thought and Expreſſion as that other Treatiſe of his, F: 
The Whole Duty of Man. For where there is an elabo- | 
rate Mixture of Wit and Eloquence, with great Varie- T« 
ty of Tropes and Figures, it often clouds and obſtructs tl 
the Evidence of the Reaſoning, and the Perſpicuity of -W 
the Stile and Phraſe. The like may alſo in ſome de- — 
' gree be ſaid of his Ladies Calling, ſome Parts of which _ a 
do not ſeem very much accommodated to the Under- v 
ſtanding of Young Perſons, tho? of better Rank. I men- e 
tion not this to diſcourage any ot you from reading the tl 
Works of that celebrated Author, which have been ſo b 
well accepted in the World, but *tis hop'd that in the a 
Peruſal of what is here ſuggeſted you will not only a 


meet 


not ſo plainly ſet be 
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meet with ſome things of Importance, which he doth 

ore you, but will become there- 
by the more capable of making a good Proficiency in 
the reading of him. | at be : 
He inſiſts upon five of your particular Advantages 
above others, and acknowledging my ſelf beholden to 


him, I ſhall endeavour to conſider the ſame in a more 


eaſy Stile, with ſuch brief Reflections as I ſhall judge 
to be moſt Pertinent and uſeful. They are enumera- 
ted by him in this Order.. | 


I. The Advantage of an ingenuous Education. 
II. That of Wealth. | 
III. That of Time or Leiſure. . | 
IV. That of Authority or Influence upon others, 
eſpecially your Dependents and Inferiors. | 
V. That of Reputation and Eſteem in the World. 


As your Condition of Life does commonly expoſe 
you to great "Temptations ; ſo for the enabling you 


to reſiſt and overcome them, you have alſo conſidera- 


ble Advantages, if rightly uſed. And the very ſame 
things which ſome make the fatal Occaſions of their 
Sia and Ruine, are to others that wiſely manage 
Felicity. . | 

Now, that all theſe your Advantages may become 
real Bleſſings uato you, remember I beſeech you, in 
the firſt Place, who is the Author and Donor of them 
who hath made you to differ from others; who has 
giyen you all your Diſtinttians of Quality and Eſtate; 
all your Endowments, Poſſeſſions, and Privileges, of 


them, the effectual Inſtruments of greater Virtue and 


1 


what Kind ſoever. You cannot ſurely imagine, that 


either your ſelves, or any of your Anceſtors, were 
the prime Authors of them. For whatever hath not 
been from all Eternity; whatever was once Nothing, 
aud did afterwards begin to be, that muſt owe itſelf, 
and all it hath, to ſome Superior Cauſe, which * 
. W : 
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1 Bighiting, but is Originally and Eternally of 
da And ſuch alone is the ever Blefled God, who 
has no dependence upon any other, but is the i im- 
menſe and inexhauſtible Fountain, from which all o- 
ther Exiſtence, and all Enjoyments, Priviledges, and 
Advantages, are derived. Whoever: were your 
Earthly Parents, you are the Ofpring of God ; in him 
you Live and Move, and have your B ing. He 1 
ro all Aden, whether High or Low, Life and Breath, 
and all Things. Nor have you any ſort of Good, of 
Mind, or Body, or Fortune, but what is totally from 
his Bounty; which infinite Obligation to him, ought 
moſt humbly and gratefully to be acknowledged, with 
the profoundeſt Reverence, and the highe Praiſe. 
Do you hear your ſelves ſaluted with Titles of Honour, 
and ſee the redundant Affluence of the Good Things 
of this Life, with which you are ſurrounded? Do you 
make a Figure in the World, whereby you appear 
Great and Happy to all the gazing and admirin 
Crowd, and perhaps to your ſelves alſo ? Recollect, 1 
- beſecch Jou, with your Morning Thoughts, that it 
was not your Auſpicious Fate or Deſtiny; it was not 
your lucky Chance or Fortune, that brought about this 
Happineſs unto you, but it is the free and unconfi ned 
Kindneſs of your Good and Gracious God, that has 
ſhewn you ſuch diſtinguiſhing Favours. 
Next, let me deſire you to conlider the general 
Nature and Deſign of theſe Advantages: They are 
all fo many Talents committed to your Truſt, by re- 
ceiving of which, yon have not the abſolute Propriety, 
do da with them what you pleaſe ; but are only Stew- ” 
ards; to employ them all according to the Will of 
the Donor, who has reſerved to himſelf the Supream 
Right of ordering and appointing how they ſhall be 
uſed. V batever you poſſeſs, or are endowed, or in- 
m_ With, is a Depoſit um, not only to be kept, but 
y a right employment of it, by an induſtrious Traf- 
eee to be managed and r 
or 
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for the Service of your Lord, Who when the time of 
your Stewardſhip ſhall be at an end, will demand an 
account of all that you have received, and expect that 
you make him ſuch returns as may bear ſome propor- 


tion to the largeneſs of his Donations. For unto whom- 


ſoever much is given, ſaith our Saviour, of him ſhall be 


much required, and to whom Men have committed much, 


of him they will ask the more, Luke 12. 48. The Om- 
nipotent Lord of Heaven and Earth, may certainly 


do what he will with his own. He hath an abſolute, 


ſovereign; and unqueſtionable Right to diſpoſe of his 
Gifts and Talents as he pleaſeth: And his infinite 
Wiſdom chuſeth to diſtribute'them with ſuch Variety 
and Inequality, as tends to his own greateſt Honour, 
and greateſt God of the whole Univerſe. Unto ſome 
he gives much, unto others leſs; Unto ſome he com- 
mits a higher Truſt, unto others a lower. His Bene- 
ficence is moſt free and unlimited, furniſhing diverſe. 
Men with diverſe Kinds and Degree of Endowments, 
and placing them in no leſs different Conditions. But 
then his impartial Juſtice will incline him to make an - 
exact Enquiry into the reſpective Gifts they have re- 
ceived, according to their various Meaſures and Pro- 
portions, and to call for ſuch Improvements of them 
as are anſwerable and agreeable to their ſeveral Re- 
ceipts. This is graphically repreſented by our Savi- 
our in the Parable of the Talents, Marr. 25. 14, 15, Cc. 
Where, after the Lord of the Servants, to whom the 
ſeveral Talents were committed, came to reckon 
with them, he bighly cammended and greatly re- 
warded the Fidelity and Diligence of thoſe that uſed 
their reſpective Talents to good purpoſe, and return- 
ed them to their Lord with a ſuitable Increaſe. But 
as for the Slothful and Wicked Servant, who hid his 
Lord's Money, and took no care to employ and im- 

rove it, he commands, that the Talent ſnould be ta- 

en from him, and that he ſhould be caſt into outer 


Darkneſs, where ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. 


But 
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But to deſcend to more particular Advice for your 
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improving the Advantages before- mentioned, I begin 
hn, FTE 5 a 


I. The firſt of them, That of your Education, 
which is generally ſuch as gives you greater Opportu- 
nities of Knowledge and Learning, both Divine and 
Humane, than meaner People can ordinarily reach. 
As your Birth and Fortune has elevated you above the 


Vulgar, and made you ſtand on a more Eminent 


Height, whereby you do as it were naturally enjoy a 
more free and open Proſpect; ſo you are commonly 
furniſned with all the Inſtruments of Art, to enable 
your Natural Organs to ſee the further, and pene- 
trate the deeper. There is no Gentleman that has 
any regard to the Honour and Welfare of his Family, 
but will take an early care to put his Children under 
ſome good Diſcipline, either at Home by Domeſt ick Tu- 
tors and Inſtructors, or by ſending them abroad to the 
molt flouriſhing Schools; and their Sons ſeldom want 
an Academical Erudition, whereby they may have all 
imaginable Opportunities of Leiſure, and Books, and 
* with the moſt Learned in every Profeſ- 
N . 


Having therefore ſo good Helps and Means, for the 
furniſhing and adorning your ſelves with the nobleſt 


Accompliſhments of Knowledge and Wiſdom, and 


Virtue, nothing can be of greater Concern to you, 


than do devote your younger Years to the early and 


- auſpicious Improvement of them. The Regularity | 


and good Conduct; the Uſefulneſs and Happineſs; 
the Comfort and Satisfaction of all your Life in this 


World, as well as your eternal Felicity in the other, 


will very much depend on the Uſe you make of this 
advantage of Education : For without ſome Care and 


Pains in the Seed time, there is little Reaſon to ex- 


pect tte Joy and Pleaſure of a fruitful Harveſt. If 
then, while any of you are under the Direction and 
N „ Govern- 
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Government of others, an overweening conceit of 
your ſuperiority in Wealth and Honour, weakens 
your Reſpect to their Perſons, and makes you unwil- 


ling to ſubmit to their Diſcipline and Inſtruction; 


or if the love of Eaſe, Idleneſs, and ſoftneſs, render 
you impatient of Study, Enemies to ſerious Thinking, 
averſe to the charging your Memory with Rules and 
Precepts, or the exerciſing your judgment with any 
cloſe Application for diſcerning the difference of Truth 
and Falſhood, Good and Evil; you are not like to be 
very well provided to make a Voyage through a dan- 


gerous World, amidſt thoſe Difficulties and Temptati- 


ons to which you may be expoſed. Neither is there 
any great hope that you ſhould be in any meaſure fit- 
ted and qualified for the chief Buſineſs and End of 


Life, ſuch as the Glorifying of God, the ſerving your 
Prince and Country, and the promoting your ow 


Welfare. n 
It is abſolutely neceſſary, both to your own good 
State, and to the better State of others, who have any 
Relation to you, or Concern with you, That your 
Underſtanding he illuminated with the Rays of Truth; 
and the Principles of Wiſdom ; and that your Will 
and Affections, and all your Appetites and Inclinati- 


ons, be under the Conduct of ſuch a clear and ſound 


Underſtanding ; that you may both know and do, 
what your Great Creator deſigned and made you for; 
and this not only in general, as you are reaſonable 
Creatures, but in particular, as you are Gentlemen 
or Ladies, placed in a higher Rank than others ; elſe 
you Will have received your Being, and all your Ad- 
vantages, to no purpoſe ; you will never attain your. 
End. But this is not all, you will be certainly Miſe- 
rable ; you will not only fall ſhort of the End and Uſe 
for which God deſigned you, but oppoſe it. Vo 
will be ſo far from being, Wiſe, and Good and Happy 
jour ſelves, and contributing to the good State of 
others, that you-will pull down Ruine upon your own 
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5 Heads, and help to undo ſome of your fellow. Crea- 
tures. 
TDhbhat you may ese auer the End -of God in 
affording you greater Advantages of Birth and Educa- 
tion, than many others Enjoy ; that your felves may 
be Bleſſed, and that the World may be the better for 
you, let me humbly adviſe, and earneſtly beſeech you 
to conſider and remember, that tho? you are general 
ly exempted from working with your Bodies at any 
Trade or ſettled Caſling; yet you are ſo much the 
more obliged to inure your ſelves to the nobler La- 


bour of the Mind, and to do it betimes, while you are 


in that Age, which is moſt ſuſceptible of good Impreſ- 
ſions. Let me have the Honour and Favour to pre- 
vail with you, to give Attention to thoſe by whom 
you are Inſtructed, to ſhew an ingenious and tractable 
Docility in obſerving the needful Precepts, and fol- 


lowing the good Examples they lay before you. Let 


me beſeech you to caſt off Sloth, Liftleſsneſs, and Inad- 
vertency, and to be diligent and aſſiduous in ſuch Ex- 
erciſe and Practice as is moſt conformable to wiſely 
choſen and well proportion'd Rules and Patterns, ſo 
ſteering the conrſe of your Studies, as not to ſpend 
your time in Trifles and Curioſities, in idle and empty 


Speculations, or uncertain aud endleſs Diſquiſitions ; 


but ia ſeeking after that Knowledge, which will beſt 
direct you in The Government of your own Lives, and 
make you moſt uſeful to other Men: Finally, not to 
indulge your ſelves in any immoderate or too early 
Affection for Liberty and Pleaſure, but to bear with 
ſome Reftraint, and undergo ſome Labour for a Sea- 
ſon, until you be ſit to be at your own Diſpoſal. For 
if you will not endure any Confinement, nor take 
any Pains to learn how to employ your Time, in 


ſomething worthy of you, while you are Young, you 


will never kaow how to do it, when l grow w and 
are Wholly Maſters of it. : 


We 
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We ſee too often the deplorable Effects, with which 
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a neglected and miſs- improved Education is attended 
in this Life, to ſay nothing of irs horrible Conſequen- 
ces in the other World. When a Voung Man of Qua- 
lity iheadſtrong and unteachable, above Diſcipline, 
and over haſty to get out of the Inſtitution and Go- 
vernment of his Preceptors and Tutors, before he has 
acquainted himſelf with uſeful Knowledge, and true 
Merit; how  precipitantly does he launch into the 
World? How unpoliſhed and unfit is he to enter up- 
on any conſiderable Employment ? How does he in- 


dulge the full ſving of his violent and ungovernable 


Paſſions, until they engage him to conſume his Eſtate, 
to riſque all for their Gratification, and at the ſame 
time to contemn, if not hate, all-that are not as Mad 
as himſelf? His Diſorders ſeldom fail to involve him 
in the moſt inextricable Troubles, and ſometimes his 
Luxury and Debauchery are 'carry'd to that height, 
that he thereby tarniſhes the Glory of his Family, 
deſtroys his Health, ſhortens his Days, everla- 
ſtingly buries his Reputation; and if there be any 
Truth in the belief af a future 'State of Retribution, 
(which all the Atheiſts in the World can never de- 
monſtrate to be a Fable) *tis much to be teared, that 


| he muſt alſo endure the endleſs Torments of the lu- 


* 
4 


fernal Regions. i 
On the other ſide, if a Voung Gentleman of good 
Genius has a Prudent, Learned, and Religious Educa- 
tor, to whom he pays a juſt Regard; if he hear him 
patiently, with a ſedulous application of Mind, and a 


willing concurrence of his own Deſires and Endea- 


vours to imbibe good Inſtructions, his Underſtanding 
may thereby be formed, and his Faculties moulded 
for the receiving and retaining, not only ſome plau- 
ſible and modiſh Embelliſhments, ornamental to his 
Behaviour, but the moſt ſolid Wiſdom, Piety, and 
And when ſuch a one comes abroad in the 
World with the knowledge of Religion and Morality, 
TEE Politicks 
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PFoliticks, and Hiſtory, and with the Liberal Arts an 
Sciences thronging in his Soul, as much as the Streams 
of Generous Blobd do flow in his Veins; what an uni- 
verſal Eſteem does he acquire among the Wiſe and 
Good? How reſpectful to him are all that are bugeven 
tolerably Civil ? Being advanced from dwelling with 
Books, to a more free Converſe with Men, he reaps 
the Fruits of his former Diligence in Reading, Ob- 


ſervation and Exerciſe: And by continuing to em- 


ploy large Portions of his Time in Study and Devotion, 
as well as Buſineſs and Converſation, he every Day 
riſes to a higher Perfection in the good Inſtructions 
he before received. His Deſert, by this means, ſhine- 
ing forth to all that behold him, he derives a greater 
Honour on his Family, than he received from it, 
whilſt in every Station he leaves no Stone unturn'd, 
to promote the Glory of God, and the Peace and Wel- 
fare of Mankind. See here the excellent Product of 
an Ingenuous Education, piouſly and induſtrionſly Cul- 
tivated ; it enables a Man in every Condition, whe- 


ther Publick, or Private, tolive Wiſely, Honourably, 


and happily, and after he has had the Satisfaction of 
doing Good upon Earth, it rewards him with a great- 


er Felicity in Heaven. . 8 OY 
If your Liberaſ Education be thus improved in your 
green and flouriſhing Age, you cannot tell what rare 


and lovely Fruits, what admirable Endowments, what 


profound Wiſdom and unerring Conduct it may bring 


Erth in your riper Vears, which by their conſpicu- 
ouſneſs, may powerfully recommend you to Empfoy- 
ments of the firſt Rate, to Places and Offices of the 
higheſt Honour and Truſt; in the prudent and faith- 
ful managing of which, you may become: eminently 
Uſeful, and no leſs INuſtrious. Some of you perhaps 
may be qualified for, and called unto the giving Wiſe 


Counſel to your Sovereign; others may be elected 


to ſit in Parliament, and have a ſhare in the Legiſla- 
ture; others of you may be Commiſſion'd to be Gene- 
= rals 
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tals and Commanders of Armies, for the Defence of 


your Country; others may be advanced to be Judges 
of the Law); and if any among you of ſuch excellent 


- Qualifications ſhall be piouſly moved to enter into 


Holy Orders, and preach the Goſpel, you will under- 
take an Office not unworthy of the beſt and highelt of 
you, and you may thereby have the Opportunity of 


doing God and his Church greater Service than can be 


expected from ordinary Clergy-men., Their Poverty 
many times renders them contemptible in the Eye of 
the World, or of little Account, though they be Men 


truly Reverend, and worthy of all Eſteem, for their 


Ability, Diligence and Faithfulneſs in their holy Cal- 
ling. But where Riches and Honour, accompanied 
with Knowledge and Learning, Wiſdom and Virtue, 
have alſo ſoperadded to them a mighty Zeal for God 
and Religion, and do all meet together in any Perſon 
of that Sacred Function, being thus joyned they fill up 
the Character of a truly great and por Man, one that 
l 


ſeems compleatly furniſhed, and divinely raiſed up to 


be a burning and à ſhining Light, for the promoting the 


Spiritual, Temporal, and Eternal Welfare, of all that 
are under the powerful Influence. of his univerſally 
bright and benign Rays. Nt Sen RY 
To encourage Young Gentlemen of good Learning 
and pious Inclinations to enter into Holy Orders, they 
may conſider how many Examples there have been of 


* Perſons of the higheſt Rank, and the moſt illuſtrious 
Families, who yet thought not the Office of the Evan» 


gelical Prieſthood: too mean for their Employment. In 
our own Nation divers of the Sons and Brothers of 
Erngliſh Kings, and many Noblemen, ſince the Con- 
queſt and before, went into Holy Orders. Nor is the 
preſent Age wholly deſtitute of this Honour of having 
Perſons of noble Birth in the Number of its Clergy. 


several of them are mentioned by Dr. Chamberlain in 


his Preſent & tate of Great - Britain, and by Mr. Groome 
in his Dignity and Honour of the Clergy. Ame 
hich are, OF OR . | "001 


which ar 
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The Right Hanoptable the Lord c or, amen of 
© Durban: 8 "I EN 
\ Dr. Compron, Biſhop of Londony ul 0 the Earl of 
4 Northamp . 
Dr. Faber, „ Biſhop of Oxford; Qekcended tom the 
ancient Earls of Shrewsbury, and "ot above the n 
or fifth Perſon from the Eat Ildom. 4 
Dr. Fane, late Brother to an Earl of Weſoland. 
| © © © Mr, Finch, Son to the late Earl of Winchelſed.! 1 
= | Mr. Edward and Mt. Henry Finch, Brothers to the 
*D, Ex of Noonan. the younger of which is Dean of 


2: Dr. Nlountague, Uiele- to the Eart of Sandwich. 
Or. A Uaele to the Earl of Angleſey. 
Ir. Greenvil, late Dean of Durbam, ay 0 the 
Ex of Bb. 
"Mr. Berkley Brother to the Earl of Berkley)! FT; 
Dr. Booth, Brother to the late Earl of — ON 
Dr. Graham," Brother to the late Lord.  Viſeoant 
| 4 Prion ONS 
| Dr. Verney, Prebendery of Windfer, ns 800 and 
Beit apparent to the Lord Milougbby of Brook. | 
Sit Jonathan Trelawny, Barouet, Biſhop of Winche- tl 


* Dawes, Baronet, Biſhop of Che eſter. 0 
r. Bridges, one of the younger Sons © the Lord - 
1 Chindois N 
4 Sir Robert Sutton, Her Majeſty's Ambaſſador to Tur- 
ky, and nearly related to the Lord Lexingron, 
Sit George Whetler,” Prebendary of Durham, belies 
1 many others now living, or lately dead. 
i Theſe” noble Perſons have hohoured Reli on; nnd 
_ raft a Luſtre upon the Clergy, by bringing along with 
them into the Church the Eminency of their Birth. 
And their Advantage of doing God Service, over 
what Men of meaner Parentage have, is known to be 
very conſiderable. The Inſtroctions they give Men, 
and the Examples heh ſet drlore: chem, ire much 
more 
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mote debe, than the ſame things would be, if they 


came from Perfons of a lower Extraction. 


But ſuppo fe it ſhould not be your Lot to be In' any 
\ . Pablick Office in Church or State, yet if you be only 
conſidered in 3 private Capacities, the due improv- 


ing your more liberal Education will be of unſpeakable 
Benefit and Service to you, for your bettet improving 
all thoſe your other Advantages in reſpect of your 


N Weelth, Leiſure, Power, and Honour; concerning 


each of which I crave Leave to add a few Words. 
II. The fext in order to be confi dered is that of 


75 Wealth, unto which you are commonly born, but you 


are never born with Skill to nianage it. That never 


5 detende to you from your Anceſtors, bot is to be 
learned by your own Induſtry. There is indeed no 


great Att or Kiowledge requir red towards the walking 
or mifemploy ing 4 fair Eſtate; but you muſt be willin 
to beſtow ſome ſtudious and ſerious Thoughts if yo1 
defire to underſtand how you may preſerve it and 
rightly uſe it? This is to be done by Prudence,” Dili- 
gence; and Frügality, together Vith a liberal and ge⸗ 
nerous Piety apd Chariry,” all Which greatly condyre to 
the truly honoorable, pleaſant, And 8 
naging an ample Re Venue: 

The” firſt of theſe, Prudence, which teaches” vs in 
all Affairs how to judge, clluſe, and act, is well known 


to be one of the moſt comprebenſive Virtues, of uni- 
verſal Neceſſity fu the whole” Conduct of Human Life. 


Wicrhont this none can be happy in any Condition, but 
tis of the hi gheſt ufefgJnel do the Rich and Great, 
as in all their Sen fe particularly io the mana- 


ing cheir Eſtates. bi þ go with an Inheritance, 
Hays Solomon, E leſ. 7. 11 1 
Portion of 8050 the Imdolgent Benignity of 


how much the larger 


Heaven bath favoured” you" with, ſo much the more 
need have yen ro get your” Minds as largely ſtock'd 
with Wiſdom ank Pridence. < For great Fortunes 
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« if they ate wiſely and carefully managed, will per- 
form great and beneficial Effects: but if not, inſtead 
te of ſerving their End, they may daſh out the Brains 
« of him that uſeth them. Thus, without a vigilant 
and diſcerning Precaution, that Wealth, which might 


de employed for the doing much Good, way only en. 


ſnare and ruin you, by. thoſe its ſtrong and powerful 
Temptations, of which I diſcours'd in the firſt Chap» 
ter. When vaſt Treaſures are in the Poſſeſſion of the 
fooliſh and vicious, they tend to make their Folly the 
more conſpicuous, their Vices the more miſchievous, 
and themſelves in the. Iſſue both more. ridiculous and 
more miſerable. What wretched Work is made with 
the accumulated Product of the Sweat of Thouſands, 
when tis all facrific'd co the wild and lewd Genius of 
bose tei or wanton Voluptuary. Such a one often 


appears plainly infatuated with his Grandeur, and moſt 


exceſſively conceited, when moſt extravagantly wicked, 
having bis Head fill d with the Magottry of an Hundred 
Caprices, for the more nice and delicate gratify ing the 
Kiot and Luxury of himſelf, and his Paraſites and Pro- 


ſtitutes, and all that miniſter to his Follies, until at 


length his whole Eſtate is exhauſted in thoſe inglorious 
Uſes, and waſted away upon the very Scum and abject 
part of Mankind. But where Riches are diſpoſed of, 

ot hy the boundleſs, Cravings of ravenous Luſts, but 

y the, Rules and Meaſures of true Wiſdom, they will 
not only be kept from being conſumed in the Service 
of Sia, but made great and. valuable Bleſſings to the 

Owners of chem and many orh ers. 
Such a prudent Conduct will ſhew it ſelf by an indu- 
ſtrious Diligence, and neceſſary Frugality, for the pre- 


ſerving, augmenting, and improving your. Wealth, in 


a liceral Senſe, that under the Direction of the ſame 
Prudence you may Nader enabled to make a 
higher and more noble Improvemer. 

Works of. Liberality, Piety, and Charity, 38 may bear 


a juſt Fropattion co the Greatneſs Af your Folelions 4 
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mprovemert thereof in ſuch 
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Tour Eſtates, how large ſoever, may be dintiniſhed 


apace, if you ſhall think ic beneath your Quality to look 


into them with your own Eyes, to ſee and Know what 


Rents are paid, and what Deductions are made for 
Taxes and Repairs, and other Charges, and to exa- 
mine the Accounts your Stewards and Servants: give 
vou. Without ſome Care and Diligence herein you 


will make a wrong Eſtimate in calculating the Value 
of your Revennes, and be altogether ignorant how to 


proportion your Expences. :Jaſtice will not allow you 


_ to ſpend any more than what is truly your own, and a 
_ diſcreet Frugalicy will teach you to ſpend ſomewhat 


leſs. Now that is only to be accounted yours which 


remains with yon after your Debts, Taxes, Repairs, 
ec. are deducted.” And every wiſe Man that owes 


Money will conſider what ſome have reminded us of, 

Viz. That a proportionable part of our Eſtates will ſeldom 
anſwer the Equivalent of our | Debts. For if a Man owe 
a Hundred Pound a Year, or be obliged to pay fo much 
annually, no part of his Eſtate that pays bim a Hundred 


Pound a Year will ordinarily be ſufficient to pay it, be- 


cauſe many Accidents may often hinder him from get - 


ting his own Rent, but *cis very ſeldom that any Acci- 


dent can procure an Abatement of his Debt. A pro- 
vident Frugality will call co mind the various, acci- 


dental, and occaſional Expences, that may unavoidably 


intervene, and make a ſufficient Allowance for them, 
And ſome think that a third, or at leaſt a fourth part 
of a Man's Eſtate, is little enough to be laid by for 


Accident. 8 1 15 
Buch a frugal husbanding your Eſtates is fundamen- 


tally neceſſary to all the good Uſes that are to be made 
of them. But if you ſuffer your ſelves to be cheated 
of any conſiderable part of them thro' a ſtately Neg- 
lect or a ſlothful Careleſneſs, or if you ſquander them 


1 away in Luxury and Profuſeneſs, you are not only un- 


grateful to the Donor of them, but oppoſe and defeat 
the true Ends for which they were given you, 15 * 
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the Ends and Uſes for which your Wealth was be- 
ſtowed upon you. are ſuch às theſe. EFirſt, the inno- 3 


cent, ſober, and chear ſul Enjoy ment of ſa much there- 


of as: ay decently; ſupport you in that Quality where-⸗ 


in you are placed. Then the lay ing up what may be 
a competent Proviſion; for your Poſterity, if you have 
any. And laſtly, cheh liberal, pious, and charitable 
diſpeafing the reſt: of your Stote for the Good of 
othee 204107 1 eee 3 at 1 
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If God has given you a more pleatiful Share of 


Earthly Bleſſings, it is not to be doubted; but that they 


may be uſed and enjoyed by you in a: larger Meaſure 
and in more ſplendid and magnifſcent Manner 4han max 
be allo ed to People of meaner Condition, provided 


you dive in a due Compaſs; and keep withia the Bounds 
of Temperance, Sobriety, and juſt Decorum. But if 
any ſnall give up themſelves to a ſoft, delicate, and vo- 
luptuous Life, or be extravagantly expenſive in Build- 
ings, Furniture, Cloaths, Equipage, Entertainmests, 
Feaſtings, or any unneceſſary Pomps, beyond the Li- 


mits of their Fortune, theſe are no ohſcure Indications 


of Pride, Senſuality, and inordinate Self- love, theſe 
are ſuch Devourets of a fair Patrimony as will leave 
but a ſmall part of it for the - Owner's future Support, 
and perhaps none at all for Works of Piety and Chari- 
ty. When a Man hias been incircled with the greateſt 
Affluence of the Divine Bounty, when the Eaſt and 


Weſt! have filled him with all their Treaſures, and the 


Heavens have, as it were, rained down upon him mi- 


raculous Showers of Gold, and Silver, and precious 
Things, it has been ſometimes:known that even ſuch a 


Man, iaſtead of doing more Good, and being more li- 
beral and charitable: with all this Redundancy of 
Wealth, has only made it an luſttument of greater 
Diſhonour to him that gave it, greater Oppreſſion to 


them who ought to have been ꝓtotected or relieved b7 


it , and more exorbitant Pride and Diſſoluteneſs in 
himſelf, and thoſe about him, that flatter his Humours, 
and ſerve his Luſtes. | But 
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But I hope better Things of thoſe among the Weal- 
thy and Honourable who ſhall condeſcend to look into 
theſe Papers; and | would humbly beſeech all ſuch to 


obſerve what St. Paul exhorts Timothy, not only to be- 
ſeech, but to charge them that are rich in this World, 


Viz. that they be not high- minded, nor truſt in uncertain 
Riches, but in the living God, who giveth us all things rich 
te enjoy ; that they de good, that they be rich in good 
Works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, 775 


up in ſtore for themſulves 4 good Foundation againſt t 


me to come, that they may lay hold on Eternal Life; 
1 Tim. 6. 17, 18, 19. Charge them; ſays the Apo 
ſtle, who are rich iu this World, noting or implying 
that Riches are only for this preſent World, and can> 
not be carry'd into the other Life. And he intimates 
how uncertain our Enjoyment of them is even while 
we live here. It maſt therefore be an indubitable part 
of Wiſdom, by a right and charitable uſe of that which 
is ſo uncertain, and at longeſt but for this prefent 
World, to eſtabliſh a good Foundation againſt the 
Time to come, and by the pious and liberal Diſtribu- 
tion of Things Temporal to ſecure the Things Eters 
nal. The nobleſt Employment of your Riches, and 


that which will moſt promote your own Happineſs, "is 
the doing Good with them to others, the labouring to 


be rich in good Works, and the making to your ſelves | 
Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, (as our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour adviſeth) that when ye fail they may receive 


you into their everlaſting Habitations, Luke 16. 9. He 


calls Riches , which are not evil in their own Na- 
ture, the Mammon of "Unrighteouſneſs, becauſe they are 
often the Portion of bad Men, often acquired by Fraud 
and Violence, and no leſs frequently uſed as the luſtru- 


ments of all Injuſtice and Senſuality. But by a libe- 


ral and charitable uſe of them you ſhall gain both the 
Love and Friendſhip, and the Portion and Happineſs 


of the Righteous; ſo that when at Death all your 


Riches ſhall fail, and be uſeteſs to you, and your ſelves 
n; M 4 | ſhalt 
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ſhall alſo fail, and live no longer upon Eartb, your 
Works of Righteouſneſs and Mercy, being accepted 
by God through Chriſt's Merits and Interceſſion, ſhall 
procure you many Friends in the other World, Friends 
which never die, who ſhall readily admit you into the 
Etergal Manſions of their bleſſed Society. Yea, Chriſt 

himſelf at the laſt. Day will ſolemaly admit the Merci- 
ful aad Charitable to all this endleſs Happineſs with 


thoſe moſt pleaſant and inviting. Words, Come ye bleſſed. 
of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from 


the Foundation of the, World, And the chief Cauſe of 


ſuch an immenſe. Reward is repreſented by him to 


be their feeding the Hungry, clothing the Naked. viſuing 
the Sick, Sc. Matth. 25. 34, 354 


. 


- , There is alſo aſſign'd to them an ample Recompenſe 


in this preſeat Life. It js promiſed in Holy Scripture, 
That thoſe that open their Hands wide in giving to their 
poor Brethren ſhall be bleſſed in all their Works, Deut. 15+ 
8, 9. That the liberal Soul ſhall be made fat, and be that 
watereth ſhall be watered alſo himſelf, Prov. 11. 25. That 
be who bath a bountiful Eye ſhall be bleſſed, be he gi- 


veth of his Bread to the Poor, Prov. 22, 9. That he who 


bath Pity on the Poor lendeth to the, Lord, and that which he 


bath given will be pay him again, Prov. 19. 17. That the 


” * 


Tard will deliver him in time of Trouble. That the Lord 
will preſerve him and keep him alive, and make him bleſſed 
upon the Earth, and not deliver him to the Mill of his Ene 


mies. That the Lord will ſtrengthen him upon the Bed of 


Languiſhing, and make all his Bed in his Sickneſs, Pſal. 141. 
1, 2, 3. That as be which in Alms-giving ſoweth ſpa- 
ringly ſhall reap ſparingly, ſo he which ſoweth bountifully 
ſhall reap bounzifully, 2 Cor. 9. 6. $0, ſtrong are the 
Obligations, ſo great the Encouragements to Acts of 


Bencficence and Charity. Let me therefore beg Leave = 


very briefly to remind you of ſome of the particular 
Ways whereby you may become rich in good Works. 
. Your Wealth and Affluence may enable you to do 


much Good to the Bodies of Men, not only by a free 


and 
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Among which evil Ways of employing your Time 
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and liberal giving to the Relief of the Poor, but alſo 
ſometimes by a generous lending of Money to ſuch as 


want Stock to carry on their Trades, or by fiading out 


Work for indigent Labourers, and pay ing them well 


for it. You may likewiſe employ your Riches in doing 
Good to the Souls of Men divers Ways, as by erecting 


Schools, and endowing them, with ſome competent 


Maintenance, for teaching Poor Men's Children, and 


inſtructing them ia the Principles of Religion, as well 


as other Knowledge, or by contributing to ſuch Cha- 


not able to buy them; by. coatributing towards the 
opagating the Goſpel 1a foreign Plantations 3: or, in 
mitation of our, gracious, Sovereign, to the augment- 
ing the Maintenance of ſuch faithful and pious Mini- 


ſters thereof here at Home, who want a more com- 


fort able Subfiſtence, and deſerve better Encourage- 


ment. Thus you may do the higheſt Good, and make 
the beſt Uſe of your Riches in theſe, and the like no- 


hle Acts of Piety and Charity, which conduce ſo much 
and the Glory of God. But large Eſtates without Wiſ- 


dom to improve them to ſome of theſe great and good 
Purpoſes, are but like the Mines of Gold in the Poſſeſſi- 


on of thoſe ſilly and ignorant Indians, who underſtood 
not the Value and Uſe of that precious Metal. 
III. As for your third Advantage, that of Time and 


Leiſure, having cautioned in my Touth's grand Concern 
againſt the miſ-ſpending. precious Time, and given 


Directions for the redeeming it, 1 ſhall add no more 
upon this Head, except only the making it my humble 


| Requeſt; -that you would watch againſt and avoid all 


thoſe ſinful or unprofitable Conſumptions of Time in- 
to which the Affluence of Riches, the Diverſſions of 
Pleaſure, and the Pomps of a vaia World, do frequent- 
ly lead too. many Perſons of your Rank and Quality. 


you 


\ 


rity-Schools already founded; alſo by giving Bibles, 
Prayer- books, and other pious Books, to thoſe that are 


to the Advancement of Religion, the Salvation of Men, 


— 


1 . \ 
8 N 3 ; * wan nds 2 * — 
J 8 eee n ede 9 
17 1} day: ad 
b 5 N 


70 10 > eee e 1 t> 4 
you are'to-account, not only the ſacrificing whole Days 


and Weeks to a continual Debauch, or ſome other 
wicked Courſe, whereby all Senſe of Religion is loſt, 


and almoſt all Capacity of ſerious Thinking, but the 


ſpending too many of thoſe few Hours of a ſhort Life, 
on which an Eternity depends, either in Sleep, or in 
Eating and Drinking, or in Dreſſing, or in Vilits, or 
in Sports and Games, and the like Diverfions, For 


how ignocetit ſoever theſe Things are in themſelves, 
and how convenient and neceſſary ſoever ſome of them 
may be id this State of Imperfection, yet by an immo- 


derate and exceſſive Uſe of them they quickly change 
their Nature, and become vicious and criminal, hurt- 


their Studies or Buſineſs, you irrecoverably loſe the 


* % * * 


but thrown away upon unneceſfary Viſits, Sports, or 


Paſtimes, 
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Paſtimes, and the Evening as ill beſtowed at the Play- 


£ 


houſe or the Tavern??? todo! 


_ - Viſits may be very needfuli for the Diſpatch of:Buſi« 


neſs, the cultivating Friendſhip, and paying Reſpect 


where it is due, but in many uf them there is no ſchall 


Loſs of Time, by vain and impertinent Diſcourſes; 


and Hazard of, Sobriety by intemperate Drinking. 


Neither doth any Character ſeem more deſpicable than 


that of the Makers of inſignificant Viſits, who fatigue 


their better diſpoſed Neigbbours with their inſipid 
Company, When they have nothing worthy to impart 
to them, nor any Promptitude to be inſtructed by - 
them, nor any thing to talk of but the Weather. It 
muſt indeed be acknow ledgꝭd that ingenious and vir- 


tuous Perſons, of a refin'd Education, do often taſte, 
not only an innotent, but a kind of exquiſite and poi- 
nant Pleaſure in the Viſits they make to; or receive. 


from, Perſons that are equally ingenuous and polite. 


But yet even this Converſation. is not to be approved 


of, if it be too frequent, or too long, ſo as to exclude 
the Duties of Religion, and devour that Time which 
ſhould be ſpent in the Cloſet, or the Chappel. Nei- 
ther do the Pleaſures of the moſt agreeable and polite 
Converſation deſet ve to be compared with the pure 


and ſpiritual Pleaſures of a devout Solitude, in which 
@ pious Soul finds it ſelf moſt delightfully exerciſed; 


and, as it were, exalted into the Regions above by its 


Seraphick Adorations and Celebrations of the Divine 
Soodneſs with the higheſt Praiſes and Thankſgivings. 
Much leſs are the Enjoymeuts of any Civil Society to 


be preferred before all the Melody of the Sacred 


Hymes.and Pſalms of Praiſe, which are ſolemnly of. 
| fered up to God and our Saviour in our publick; AG 


2 for religiaus Worſhip; whereby we not only 
ve Fellowſhip wah the Father and the Son, as" St. John 


| ſpeaks, but alſo hold Communibn with the heavenly 
Inhabitants, and joyn with che Church triumphant in 
their Hallgojhy 7: DifotEA to woot t oor YR mn 
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As for Sports and Games, thoſe only are worthy 
to be recommended to you, which may be needful to 
procure Health' by ſome innocent Exerciſe of the Bo- 
dy, and Refreſhment of the Mind, without too great 
an Expence of Time. But when a Gentleman three or 


four times a Week riſes before the Sun, and being 
attended by his Servants, and perhaps by ſome of bis 


— Tenants, ſpends almoſt the whole Day in following 
a Pack of Hounds while they purſue their | fearful 
Prey; and after they come Home talks all the Evening 
what Heels they made, recounting all the Turns or 
Doublings in. ſach a Field or ſach a Common, and 


perhaps afterwards entertains the three or four next 


Companies with a Repetition of the ſame Diſcourſe; 


is this to employ ones Time as becomes a Perſon 
whom the Divine Benigoity has bleſs'd with more libe-. 
ral Fortunes and ' opportune Vacancies for the Service 


of God and Mankind? And yet this may be accounted 
an innocent, Diverſion, and no criminal Conſumption 
of Time, in Compariſon of the being ſottiſhly engag'd 
for many Hours together with drunken Clubs, or the 


beſtowing as many An and profane Comedies, 


or the deveting good part of the Day, and perhaps all 
the Night, to Cards and Dice, the miſchievous Effects 
of which Games are too often notoriouſly viſible, not 


only in the Loſs of Time and Money, but alſo in the 


Cheats and Frauds, the Rage and Paſſion, the Oaths 


which they are attended,  _. + | 
IV. & V. As for the two laſt Advantages before 


and Imprecations, the Quarrels and Diſorders with 


mentioned, that of Authority over your Servants, Te- 
nants and Dependents, and that of Reputation, which 


your Wealth and Honour procures you, not only with 
them but with others, I ſhall joyn both theſe together, 
and briefly remind you what Improvement is to be 
made of both. The Intereſt you have in other Peo- 


ple, either by the Support or Favour you afford them, 


or by the Eſteem or Affection they have for you, 


may 
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may be uſed: to very good or abuſed to very bad 
Purpoſes, as you are well or ill diſpoſed. And the 
greater Intereſt you have upon either of theſe Ac 


counts, you are thereby capable of doing either the 


greater Good or the greater Miſchief in the World. 
For the Words and Actions, the Counſels and Exam- 


ples, of the Rich and Honourable, of what kind fo- 


ever, have no ſmall- Force to draw almoſt all forts 


of Perſons into the Obſervance or Imitation of 


them. In all the Conduct of your Lives, which 
comes under the View and Notice of Men, you 


can neither be vicious nor yet | virtuous to your 


ſelyes alone; either of which Ways you take you 
carry many with you. f 5 


£ 


How deſirable then is it that you be ſincerely 
and eminently good, not only for the ſecuring! and 
promoting your own Happineſs, but alſo that by 


the Authority. and Influence, the Eſteem and Re- 


putation you have in the World, you may propa- 


gate Religion and Virtue among all that have any 


Dependence upon you or Reſpect for you, and 
powerfully contribute towards the making them 
good and happy as well as your ſelves. On the 


other ſide how pernicious will it be both to your 


ſelves, and the World round about you, if by the 
lrregularity of your Lives you give Countenance 
and Encouragement to Sin and Vice, corrupt the 
Manners of the Places and Times in which you 


live, and not only ruin and deſtroy your own 


Souls, but bring upon your ſelves the accumulated 

Guilt of deſtroying many others. ; 2/74 
Let me therefore beſeech you to uſe and manage 

all the Power and Influence you have in ſuch a 


manner, as may give you the Opportunity of ſnew- 


ing a more illuſtrious and a more generally bene- 


ficial Piety than that of ordinary Perſons, a Plety 
which is not confined to the Endeavours of cor- 
reQing and improving your ſelves only, (which — 

5 a | | 3 


2 1 Alete „ 6D. 


the vtmoſt dat many perſons of a lower Rank 
can attain to) but which may conſpicuouſſy ſhine 


forth in promoting the general Virtue, and ſecu- 
ring the common Felicity (ſo far as is poſſible) of 


all. that are round about you, or any way related 
to %u. While meanet Perſons can only reform 


themſelves, and grieve and lament at the Vices of 


the Age, it is in the Power of our Nobility and 


Gentry: utterly to diſcountenance them, and bring 


Religion and Virtue into Reputation. When a vul- 
gar Sinner repents he may make Joy: in Heaven , 
and rejoyce himſelf to ſee Piety flouriſh upon 
Earth; but for the moſt part the utmoſt he can 


do in ſo worthy a Cauſe is to add one to the 


Number of good Men: Whereas you that are in 
the upper part of the World may, by a Zeal for 
Godlineſs proportionable to your Advantages, en- 
courage, ſupport, and propagate it, within the whole 
Sphere of your ener r and more 'prevailing Influ- 
ence; and being bright Examples thereof your 
ſelves. you will be followed by Multitudes, not on- 


ly of thoſe that hope ſuch Imitation will recom- 


mend them to your Favour, but of thoſe alſo who 
think it their Honour to form their Manners by 


the Rules and Patterns the Men of Quality are | 


pleaſed. to ſet them. 

According to that hiſtorical Remark. Slomin 
gives us, Eccleſ. g. 14. the Poor Man's Actions, 

though never ſo wiſe and beneficial, are neither 

much heeded nor long rememhred. But the Ex- 


amples of thoſe truly nbble and honourable Perſons, 


in whom Greatneſs, Wiſdom and Goodneſs are uni- 
ted, do commonly work marvellous Effects, and 
carry all before them. They ofren change the ve- 


ry idward Springs and Principles of Men's Acti- 


ons, and by the Divine Bleſſing make them fincere- 
Iy good; or if they have not Force enough to do 
_— they outwardiy bind them to their good Be- 

haviour, 
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baviour, aud: mightily ſuppreſs that open Impiety, 


5 Profaneneſs and Immorality, into which many would 
otherwiſe dieak fort. d Hhioagg- > 
It has been frequently obſerved,” that wherever 


an eminently pious, prudent, and virtuous Gentle- 
man hath the Seat of his Reſidence, not only his own 
Family and Domeſticks, but the Generality of the 
Inhabitants in the Town' or Pariſh where he lives; 
and the Places adjacent, grow more ſober and regu- 
lar, better Chriſtians ,: betten Subjects, and better 


Neighbours, by the efficacious Inſtructiveneſs of his 
Converſation, and the powerful Influence of his Ex- 
ample. And though gee, on he has no coercive 

t 


Juriſdiction or Authority as a Magiſtrate, to cha- 


ſtiſe 83 and encourage Religion and Vir- 


tue, by the impartlal Execution of our good and 


- wholfom- Laws, yet there uſually appears ſuch a Ma- 
jeſty aud Sweetneſs in his wiſe Diſcourſes, 'his kind 


Advice, his generous and obliging Behaviour, and 


all his Praiſe-worthy Actions, both Religious. and 
Civil, as do conſpicuouſliy repreſent Piety and Loy- 
alty, juſt ice and Charity, Humanity and Peacekble 
neis, Temperance and Sobriety, and all other Vir! 


tues, in their delightful Amiableneſs, Beauty and 
Ornament, ſo as not only to command, but even 


to charm Men into the Love and Practice of things 
ſo excellent; and ſo advantageouſſy recommended. 


But the contrary Effects are viſible where the great 
Man in the Neighbourhood is either atheiſtical and 


profane, or vicious and immoral, or factious and 
e or turbulent and ſchiſmatical; his ſingle 


Example ſhall have more Force to ſeduce; poyſon, 
and corrupt, than Ten or Twenty of the religi- 


ous and virtuous, the wiſe and good; whoſe out- 
ward Quality is inconſiderable, can have to reclaim, 
reform, or keep in order, thoſe among whom they 


® } 
. oy 
r 
* ”'s 1 Wi. Cs 1 
þ 6. # 4444 
# 


: * 
* 2 
9 £7 By 
9 
«a. , v3 ; 
WES E549 
* 


43 
1 

| | 

2 
þ 
4 
| 
1 
HI 

4 

1 


4 . * : ALES + 
. 2 : a ws A . - : Ca hs 
_ ks a Wis 7 F . * * ” - & 
* IPO. A ' 7 * 7 
* | Fas. os eat. 
+ x . o . , 4 
"= Y - * 4 SS * 

8 1 2 bo 
V , 


1376 Fatale Advice s 
By the Inſtances I have given you may perceive 
what a general Veneration and Eſteem Men are na- 

turally apt to have for your Wealth and Grandeur, 
and how much it 1nclines them to a particular 
promiſcuous Approbation-and Imitation of you in 

the Courſe of your Actions, whether right or 

wrong. From whence it is eaſy to infer, how much 
greater Obligations you are under to look well to 

pour Conduct and Example, that the Authority and 
Aſcendant which your Fortunes give you over 
your Inferiors may be wiſely, honourably, and 
uſefully employ'd , for the auſpiciouſly N 
and not the miſleading any of them. And as the 
Influence of your Power is greatelt over your own 

. Seryants, ſo it well becomes thoſe of you wi are 
- Maſters of a large Family to take the more Care 
to promote the Piety and Virtue, as well as to 
maintain the Splendor of your numerous Retinue, 
fiace they are, 7 vg to be, yo dr as 
well as yours; ſo that, properly ſpeaking, hay 

much n — 3 have thy. 

alted you above them, you and they are but Fel- : 
low-Servants to one great and ſupream Maſter, ; 
| only in different Ranks; he allows you, after the 

i manner of Stewards, to have many under you 

; dds the inferior Buſineſs, but fl] they are his Ser- 

Vvoants more properly than yours, and muſt therefore 
have not only Liberty and Leiſure to ſerve him the 
common Lord of all, but juſt and fit Encqurage- 

ment ſo, to do. Let it alſo be remember d that 
the more faithful and diligent they are n the 
Service of God the better Servants they will prove 
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to you. It is your very Temporal Intereſt. to en- 
deavour that they become ſincerely religious; and 
though it be, not altogether in your Power to make 
them ſo, or to put Grace into their Hearts, yet 
by virtue of your Authority over them, and. the 
Eſteem for you which the diſcreet, benign, and 

| | geatle 
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you have great Opportunities, of doing Good to 
their Souls as well as Bodies. If by kind Words, 
fair Uſage, and Human Treatment, you make 
their Lives under their State of Ser vitude as eaſy, 
as is conſiſtent with the Performance of their Du- 
ty and Office, they will pay no ſmall Regard to 


your good Advice, neceſlary Ad monitions, and ſea- 


ſonable Reproofs, eſpecially when they are enforced 
by your own good Example. A prudent Cafe to go- 
ern and adorn, your. Family with a religious, jult, 
a d orderly Oeconomy. and in particular with con- 
ſtant regular Hours ſet apaxt for daily Prayer, will 
not aly. derive a venerable huſtre as well. as Bleſſing 
on the whole Conduct and Aaminit 20 
meſtick Affairs, but may alſo greatly promote Religi- 
on and Virtue e zall,that dwell within your 
Walls. And if to this there he added your diligent 
frequenting the Publick Offices of, Divine Worſhip in 
1 Church, and cauſing your Servants to do the ſame, 
ſuck exemplasy Piety and Devotion may ſpread it ſelf 
0 the whole Pariſh and Neighbourhood where you 
reſide. 53 il b ff. 1 -2ilgu© 19 Wa 
The Intereſt, you have towards the making Men 
good is very great, and valuable, and you, will do a 
moſt acceptable S vice to God, by. obligiog, all. your 


Dependents to ſerve and honour, him, and by; enga- 


glng thereunto as many others as you gan; or the 
accompliſhing of which no more is ordinarily, necella- 
ry than that you diſcriminate, between the god an 
the bad, favouring the one and diſcountenancing the 


other, and that you your ſelves give unto both Kc | 
17 


Example. There is hardly any Man who is not de 


rous to obtain the Favour and Friendſhip, or at leaſt 


to avoid the Frowns, of the Rich and Potent, and few 
will be ſo diſingenuous as to remain incorrighns under 
the gentle and inſinuating, but yet no leſs forcible Re- 
proof of a great and good Example 

Oh that our Nobility ane, Geatry would R 
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gentle Exerciſe of that Authority may produce, 


ration of your Do- | 
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178 Particular Al vice to 

become more exemplary in the Love of Truth and 
Goodneſs, in the Practice of Religion and Loyalty, 
Piety and Devotion, Temperance and Chaſtity, Ju- 


ſtice and Righteouſneſs, Benignity and Mercy. They 


would thereby quickly reform this ſinful Nation, and 


make both Church and State to flouriſn. They would 


become Publick Bleſſings, with a prevailing Authority 
to inſtruct the World what Way is beſt to be choſen, 
and to induce them to walk in it. They would with 


great Succeſs inform the Ignorant, bring back them 


that go aſtray, draw all ſorts of Diflenters into the 
Boſom of our excellently Eſtabliſh'd Church, confirm 
and ſettle the weak and waverine, and reclaim the 


vicious, perhaps more effectually than the very Clergy, 


5632 0 


more ſucceſsful in their publick Prayers, and Sermons, 
and private Admonitions, and all their Labours for 
the Salvation of Souls. I may add, that you will great- 


iy contribute, not only to the Reformation of the 
common People, but of thoſe among the Clergy, 


whoſe Lives are not conformable to that holy Doctrine 
they are obliged to preach, they, as well as the Laity, 
being apt to be led by your Example. Thus may you 


þ- ue no fall Benefactors to the World by effectu- 
ally countęnancing, encouraging and propagating 
that Piety and” Virtue on which the Welfare of Man- 


kind 
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kind ſo greatly depends, and by exerting all the Pow- 
er you have above others to ſtop the Contagion of 


of Sin, and the overſpreading Deluge of Vice and Pro- 
faneneſs, together with all the lamefltable Miſchiefs 


conſequent upon them. Thus may you lay a general 
Obligation on your Country, on the Age in which 
you live, on Poſterity it ſelf, unto which the benign 
Influence of your good Example may in a long Deſcent 
thro? many Generations be happily tranſmitted. | 

_ Since then there are ſuch and ſo many good Effects 
of your exemplary Piety, you cannot aſſume a more 
juſt Reſolution, or undertake a Deſign more prudent 
and neceſſary for your ſelves, or more benign and ge- 
nerous towards others, than to learn betimes to be 


| good as well as great, and to employ the green and 


flouriſhing Vigour of Youth, in labouring to overcome 
the, Difficulties and Temptations, in the Practice of 
Religion, to which your Wealth and Secular Dignity 
may be apt to expoſe you. Neither can yon make a 


more noble Attempt, than wiſely and ſedulonſſy to 


improve all the Advantages of being and doing Good, 
which the ſame Eminency of Condition gives you, 
This will ſhew you to be indued with that excellent, 
publick, and heroick Spirit, which will add the high- 
eſt Glory to your noble and honourable Extraction, 
when you ſhall take all poſlible Care to live well, not 
only for your own ſake, but for the ſake of all that afe 


round about you. WES 75 
Had I not been larger in this Fſſay than I at firſt 


intended, I would have concluded it with divers other 


Arguments to perſuade to the Practice of the Advice 
here given. But if you will be pleaſed to read the 
fourth Chapter of my Tout hs grand Concern, you may 


eaſily apply to your particular Caſe the general Mo- 


tives there offered, v:z. the Folly and Miſchief of a 
vicious Courſe of Life, in what Age, or in what Rank 
of Perſons ſoever it be, and the Wiſdom and Happineſs 
of Piety and Virtue, in whomſoever they be found, 
whether he be old or os Cato or mean, rich 
or poor, 5 2 All 
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All that I will add, as being of more peculiar Con- 
cern to you, ſhall be this; That if thro' a mighty Aſ- 


ſiſtance from above (which will be certainly granted 


to your fervent and perſevering Petitions) you mag- 


nanimoully overcome greater Difficulties and Temp- 


tations than thoſe to which others are expoſed, and 
make a jult and ſuitable Improvement of the Advan- 


tages you enjoy beyond others, you ſnall live more 
happily upon Earth than even thoſe pious and virtu- 
© ous Perſons ordinarily can who are of a meaner Con- 


dition, and ſhall hereafter be rewarded with higher 
Degrees of Felicity in Heaven. But if you ſuffer „our 
ſelves to be drawn away and prevailed upon by the 
Temptations incident to vour Wealth, and Honour, 
and Earthly Proſperity, ſo as wickedly to abuſe thoſe 
diſtinguiſhing Bleſſings, as you will be guilty of great- 
er Ingratitude towards God, and do more Miſchief in 
the World than meaner and more ordinary Sinners, 
ſo you muſt expect, if not to be more miſerable in this 
Life, yet moſt certainly to endure greater Degrees of 
Mifery and Torment in the Life to come, unleſs a more 


than ordinary Repentance prevent thoſe mote intole- - 
rable and endleſs Puniſhments. e 


Tis obyious to every one's Apprehenſion, that no 
State upon Earth is happier than the Condition of 
thoſe in whom Greatneſs and Goodneſs are auſpiciouſly 


united, in whom the moſt valuable intrinſick Excel - 
lencies of Wiſdom, Piety and Virtue, crown and a- 


dorn the external Bleſſings of Riches and Honour. 
And tho' it may ſeem a Paradox to affirm, that the 
Wealthy and Potent, who give up themſelves to a diſ- 
ſolute and vicious Courſe of Life, are more unhappy 


in this World than ſuch contemptible Sinners as im- 


pious and debauch'd- Plowmen and Porters, yet the 
Caſe is often really ſo. For the Vices of the latter are 
little obſerv'd, expos d, or cenſur'd; but the eminent 
Station of the former makes their Immoralities, if they 
live in any, much more conſpicuous, ſtaining their Ho- 


nour, and bringing their Names under deeper Infa- 


my 
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ſort Power and Opportunity of finning in ſo heinous 


is the leſs becauſe their Eduthtion is meauer; and 
ſharp and pungent Stings of Conſeience and Tortures 


tune are eagerly purſu'd, but ſeldom enjoy'd without 


more terrible Executions: How 'ſeyere is that Denng- 
ciation of St. James againſt ſich rich Men as are either 


Riches are corrupted, and your Garments mot h. eaten. Your 


Chap. . the Young GENTRY. 1812 
my and Reproach. Neither indeed have the vulgar 


and pernicious àa manner as the Men of higher” Rank 
have; and even where they are as bad, according to 
their ſmall Power, as they can be, their evil EKample 
is not half ſo injurious to the Publick; and their Guiit 


their Knowledge of their Duty not ſo clear and di- 
Kina, Hence it comes to paſs that they feel hot ſuch 


of Mind, as 46 often-imbirter all the Variety of Plea- 
ſures and Delights, which in the Abuſe of a large For- 


* 


the direful Conſequences r 1 
But whatever be the State of great and proſperous 
Sinners in this World, their Doom will be moſt'deplo- 
rable in the other? When Men turn the Divine Blef- 
ſings into the Fuel bf their Luſts, tho they may be ſuf- 
fered to flouriſh a while; God looks upon them with 
an avenging Eye; aid his ſeeming Connivanee in ſuſ- 


/ 


pending the Effeds of Juſtice-isouly preparatory'to'its 


a Mixture of diſturbing Fears and Doubts concerning 


covetous and wneharitable Mifers, or unjuſt Oppreſ- 
ſors, or ſenſual Epicures. G0 to now ye rich Men, weep 
and howl for your. Miſeries that ſhall tome upon you. 'Tonr 


Gold and Silver is cankered, and the Ruft of them ſhall 
be a Witneſs againſt you, and ſhall eat your 'Fleſh as it were 
Fire : ye have heap'd Treaſures together for the laſt Days. 
Behold the Hire of the Labourers, which is of you 15 
bath by Frand, crieth: and the Cries of them which hin b 
reaped are entred into the Ears of the Lord of Sabnoth. 
Ye have lived in Pleaſure on the Earth, and been wants? : 


ye have nouriſhed your Hearts a in i Day of Stang H= 


Sr. James 5. 1, 2, 3, 4 5, And our bleſſed Sa but 
ſpeaking to ſuch Conſumers of their Wealth i i 
Mirth and Voluptuouſneſs, pronontices the 1c . 
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tence upon them. Wo unto you that are rich, for ye 
have received your Conſolation. Mo unto you that are 
Full, for ye ſhall hunger. Wo unto you that laugh now, 
for. ye ſhall mourn and weep, Luke 6. 24. 25. What a 
ſad Exchange will it be to paſs. from large Revenues 
and ſplendid Palaces, furniſhed with all the Delights 
of Senſe, into the dark and diſmal Regions of endleſs 
Sorrow? How dreadful will it be to fall from the Top 


of worldly Proſperity into the loweſt Gulph of Hell, 
and the hotteſt place in that Lake which burns with 


Fire and Brimſtone ? Such were the Aggravations of 
the Perdition of Babylon, Rev. 18, 6. 7. Double unto 


her double according to her Works... In the Cup ſhe hath 
' filled Fill ro her double. How much ſhe,hath glorified her 
ſelf, and lived deliciouſly, ſo much Torment and Sorrow 


give her. When God's more liberal opening to Men 
the Treaſures of his Bounty does only make them run 
iato Exceſs of Riot, and abound the more in all Extra- 


vagance, they are treaſuring up the heavier Wrath 


againſt the Day of Wrath, and ſhall at laſt be made 
to drink the fuller Cup of flaming Vengeance in that 


internal Priſon from hence there is no Redemption. 


On the other ſide, if in the bleſſed Manſions above 
there are different Degrees of Happineſs prepared for 
the Righteous, according to the various Meaſures and 
Degrees of their Piety and Virtue; if at the Reſurre- 
ction of the Dead one Star ſhall differ from another Star 
in Glory, (1 Cor. 15. 41, 42.) if he that has received 4 


Prophet in the Name of 'a Prophet ſhall receive a Prophet's 


Reward, and he that has received a righteous Man in the 
Name 7 4 righteous Man ſhall receive a righteous Man's 
Reward, (Matth. 10. 41.) if the Servant in the Para- 


ble that had gain'd Ten Pounds with the Pound his 


Lord had committed to him was promoted to the Ho- 


nour and Authority of ruling over Ten Cities, and he 


that had gain'd Five Pounds had a proportionable Au- 


thority given him of being the Governor over 5 Cities, 
(Lale 19. 16, 17.) in ſumm, if the more any ſerve and 


glorify God in this World, the more bleſſed ſhall they 
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the Youre GENTRI. 183 
be in the other; from hence you may take a mighty En- 
couragement under the Divine Conduct to withſtand 
all the Charms of a tempting and bewitching World, 
to improve the many Talents committed to your 
Truſt, and to employ your generous Endeavours in 
the Practice of a moſt heroick and exemplary Piety, 
that after you have done much Good upon Earth, your 
Crown in Heaven may be ſo much the more glorious 
anale EH REPS | | 
You may indeed be affur'd, that if you can attain 
even the loweſt Degree of Happineſs in that immenſly 


rich and durable Kingdom, it will infinitely ſurpaſs 
the higheſt Temporal Felicity which any of you do or 


can enjoy. But it you be inſpir'd with any true Ambi- 
tion tor the Celeſtial Glory, why ſhould you not labour 
to qualify your ſelves tor as large a Share in it as you 
can be capable of receiving. Doth any Man think that 
he can be too happy? How can any Chriſtian that Jo 
for the bleſſed Hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, be unwilling to take 
ſome Pains to be as like him as he can, when the Re- 
ward of his Imitators and Followers will be ſo valtly 
great, and proportion'd to the Degrees of their Hoh- 
neſs and Virtue. gh E! 


In ſhort, the more Difficulties you meet with in 2 


religious Courſe of Life, the more noble will be your 
Victory over them, and your Triumph ſhall be attend- 
ed with a far more exceeding and eternal Weight of 
Glory, When the World ſets before you the molt ex- 
quiſite and delicate, as well as the moſt ample and 
pompous Entertainments of Pleaſure, if you can ſo lit- 
tle value them, and ſo far paſs them by, as to adhere 
Cloſely to your Duty amidſt ſuch Variety of Allure- 
ments to divert you from it, this is the Height and 
Excellency. of Self-denial, and will receive a ſuitable 
Recompence. When by the Divine Grace you can 


maintain ſuch a juſt Empire of Religion and Reaſon, 


over your Paſſions; as to keep them cool and unmoved 
in the midſt of glittering and inflaming Objects, * 


1 


4 


for the accompliſhing thoſe excellent and molt 


come the 


WH. 


* P . 
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yon can rein them in, tho? ſurrounded with abundance; 
of ſenſible Enticements, 1 forbid them taking Poſ-, 
ſeſſion of thoſe tempting Delights that even run, into 


your Arms, this is ſuch a Conquelt as the moſt high 


od, and all the bleſſed Angels and Saints (fo far as it 


ſhall come to their Knowledge) will for ever applaud 


If moreover an incorruptible Inheritance and end- 


leſs Joys be the Lot of the Righteous in general z if 
thoſe whom Providence has plac'd in ſo low a Sphere, 
that they can do but little for the Honour of God, or 


the latereſt of Religion, or the Peace of Human Socie- 
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ty.z.nay, if ſo inconſiderable a Perſon as he that — Y 
50 


adyentur'd to write and publiſſi this Book be capabl 
being made happy for ever, how inconceivably bleſſed 


ſhall be the Portion of thoſe pious Noblemen, Gentle- 


* 


men, and Ladies, who living above the Worſd in the 


midſt of its plentiful Enjoyments, faithfully and dili- 


— 


ority, ccompliſh 

dehtalde Ends for which ſo many and various Talents 
were committed to their Truſt. When chef 

the Celeſtial Habitations they ſhall not 
Stars for ever more, but as the larger Luminaries, with 


more abundant. Luſtre and ge that this may 

be ortion of all thoſe of our Nobility 
and Gentry that ſhall condeſcend to read what I have 
here moſt humbly ene to their Conſideration. Oh 

that it may be the 0 4 
alſo (according to their ſeveral Capacities ), of what | 


e the thrice happy Portion of all t 


ie unſpeakable, Reward of all others 
Rank er Quality Tocyer,:that keis by Faith, to ger” 


5 arrive at | 


gently improve all e Advantages by Educati - 
onour, Reputation, and Au- 


Obedience to the Foie! of Chriſt, and patient conpinu- 


ance in well doing, ſe 
and Honour, and Immortal)... 
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for the trueſt and higheſt Glory, 
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